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INTRODUCTION

I o folder labelled Fost, among the Wotton-under-Edge Histori-
cal Sociely's records in 1he Watton-under-Bdge Heritage Cenlte,
was a small potehoel, hand-written in pencil, 1L proved ta be the
{irst part of a diary of a voyage 1o Adelaide, South Australia, in
P49, 10 haed come Mom 2 Hasw Street, Wotton-under-Edge, Glouces-
tershire, togesher with various ilems of Post Office memuorabilia
mnk sehoal exercise boale belonging to Elizabeth Foxwell, daugh-
Ler ol the chemist and postmaster, Busehios Foxwell, and his wife
Charlotie, A one time in the nineteenth century their home was
alaw the Post Office.

e notelcok had no cover and the end pages were sa rubbed
as o be almost Wegible, The weriting was very small, freguently
crassed out and altérations inserted. The book cansisted of two
soctiony of felded pages sewn Logelher, Perhaps there should have
By i seconil volume, now missing, as the enlries stapped hefore
artbval i Adeladde. The lasy Lwo pages, however, list the officers
antl crew amd the passengers, so possibly the sriter, [or some

eakon, did not intend 10 conlinue bis entries. & few loose pages

ileseritie the begining of his Teturn journey, in 1857,

Prom anernal evidence, deseribed later, it appeared that the
werdter wins called James, he lived in warminster, Wiltshire, and he
we WL ing thie diary for bis mother, in Balh, The puzele was, how
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