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INTRODUCTION

Welcome Lo the wildlife of Woton under Edge. whether yow are a naw
restdent o an old voe wlo Das med yet Tiad 1he Icisone oo explore aur country-
sighe! This briet aceauns, which has heen compiled with the help of many
Wotlon natoralists wha rererously agreed v share their Ineal karwledee. s
s ett 1 bl vou o oen jov chese delights. It is intended tor the beginner. nol
tor the already expert bologest. and sewillstck we e comomon panecs and nor
hatther vow with Lalin unes eacepl where ne oller npmes exist. Planrs and
actimals s small thar thew can pnly he scen under & microscope will be oored.
Bociuse the ares deseribed must have beumlaries, they will B these af Warton
civil parishz but chis is 4 large parish of LBYS hectares (4,883 seres], ol buing
co e vinied errain of the Crrswald cseArpment, ic has o particulacly nich
sproad of planes and animals.

I0we enjoy the local wildlile ourselves we shondd de nerhing o desorow i but
showld try 10 conserve it <o thar nthers can enjoy it too. There are msany
parishes in England where primeoses er cowslps canned pow be oo beense
iJc:j]]]t bave packed thenn s mech: many inds have beaome scarcer because
peple used to take thoir cops,

In thesc marrers we have o abey the laws, which have lately been much
fightened up and espectally by the Willlifs and Commtivside Act of 181, I1 i
nerw llegal Dog anyone W uproot gy wild plant wirhaur the permission of the
landowner or pecupicr. A number of extremely rane plants (82 w0 the e of
wrtimed are speclally protected aod oot not be picked, cur, ar their seed
callectad withonn a licence; these inclwde one planc. the Emestone weundworl.
whach s found tn Waottom. 101s llegal mienimlly e kill, injure or capaors any
wilid bird (exocpr cortain post OT Sporting specics) or e dumiee ther ngsly o
wpas 0p [0 Take (he eaps. There is again a list of specially protected birds which
mav nior he dismrhed (oo, by photographing wetheot a heence ) whale ot or nsar
the nest. Certain other ameals ace cospecially proeeted Tists: Badgers may oar
L dmentionally killed, injured, or capmired. and hedachogs and shrews may
not without 2 licenee be trapped. snated or killed by cerlain cruel means, Bals
eajory very speciil protectivn ancd gven g TooscTelder who has Then in the ront
must comsult the Mature Conssrvaney Councd before wking sy sty
measires againae them! Mo repriles or amphibians (such as trogs and loads)
oy be sl

The law places some turther restraints, chiefy aflecing the lundowner ar
uLrupier. LIl argdy Uesigmalald a Site: af Special Seicacific Interess. There is
one such srow m Worton parish, This covers the upper part o Watten Ll e
acljacen s of escarpment becehwoaod owacd by the Nationzl Trst. and
Conygre Waood {owned by Wotlon garsl counctl b 1o loades el the g
aver which the limesmone woundwort has at different Wmes been ool
srewving, and e guacey Deside the O Lomden Road which is valued by
acologists tor its fossil beds.




