


INTROTALCTION

Walk the Cotswuld way from Woebton; thraugh he woods of
Westridge oo the palh which bends ils way amang  the
wiergrown uidulations of the old ot On your leil trough the
trees. you dlimpse the heghuning of the Berkeley Vale,

Further south, silhouctted againsl the sk, stand Lhe twin
pillars of the bridge. The Severn's waters, as they meander with
pale pleam northwards at the tide, are a natural barrier Delyeen
England and Wales. The road from Wettan to Dursley hugs the
waist of the hill like a girdle. Along its roule the ploughman no
lemyer plads his weary wiy, but races Urough an malor-like, ar
ina ear, 1Uis the walker, with a load that would be considered
illegal fura camel, who tradges with any semhblance to e old
rural weariness,

Leawing the majestic beech at the woods sdge, vou ave faeed
will the momimenL, standing there like a stony sentinel alove
the willage of Morth Mibley, Errected in the 18600 (b local
husilder Joseph Whitfeld it commemorales the work of William
Tyndale in translating the RBible inle English_ 1t alsa dives North
Mibley the lucal name of Spike Island'.

The willage has long been connected with such august names
as Johie Smyth, Williarn Tymdale and Timothy Fxcell, The fest
for  his  historical  records. the second dor  religious
enlightenment; and the hird for bis social protest, It was in this
spirit of protest Wat Elijab Hill wrole his “‘History ol a Parish
Clerk’ in the latter pare of the nincteanth century. Flis version of
life witty Frederick Organ is, not surprisingly, a little biased in
the writers fTavour. Bur the basic facts are true enough. And,
when you censider there weee more Organs in North Mibley at
il bime thae thece woere organs o the whole of the South
Glrcestershire churches, youw might well conclude Elijah Hi|
had Titlle chance of local sympathy. You could well be righl.

Must of Elifal Hill's original narrative kas been relained. The
few changes mate have been in the breaking down of extremely
leng paragraphs inlo smaller, together with the culting of
repetitioys of ambiguous phrases for clarification, Howseyer,
graminatical abervation. where it does net detract bl rather
adds e the character of Elijal's story, has hesn allowed to
remain. For Elijah, acconling to the records, was himscli
ill-edducated.

1



