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Introduction

Wotten-under-Lidpe in Cloncesieshire hos been described as the southernnast
tewn an the Coswolds. Lot most of its Tiwatury, o roogest PCOsperity was
provided by the manofacoure of woollen cleth, invelving both horse weavers and
the clorle nelly aml dyedwses which were huilc along, loval stsums. With this
suppots the population, estiealed at 1200 i 1345, rose 10 amsimun of
A8 ul the crnsus of 1831, The clod imdestey then declined znd Weatnn's
populaticn eIl 10 around 3,000 in the eardy owenticth century, Murs recentdy
it oose apmin end vas estinatad 1o b reschad 5,000 30 1970 Yer dhis snabl
population produced o suiprising rusmber ol notabls persanalinics. Seme of |hege
servell their Tellow-ciizens locally and were ool Koews beyond their owa
councy; others asted on o wiler stage wnd pained national fame. The awenes of
sune are siE Carrd in the maooths of Woiltoniang; olhers have been abmos:
frgetten by 1he mudem inhabitants af the own, (e of the ubjects of his
ook s o preserve (he memgry of some ol tese men and women whe rade
the most notshle mark oo their e el localicy. zod o epakle modem
ceneratiens ol Wollunims Lo draw inspirotion From the ashievenent of hose
whigy bitve lived in the sown betiore then.

Why was is that such s serall pepulation produced so many poople ol
oote? Lhe bicgragher of Llenry Oliver, win was hore in g sultzpe in Wotton
panish, savs 0T bim, “Rearad and such beauty he always had a geat Lowe Do tha
countryside trom which b never ressned and this may well have had much o dn
ely ispusilion thut remained wich him theougl the whele of his tung
L. & similur thought on the conncction berwean environmen: and
was cxpressed inoa prospecne of Wonoa Grasnzoar School publish
PR T wonled be JifTioudt 1o God g spot mere suitable for boys and wils 1o
spend their school dzws than this,”™ Many authors bave paid tdbuse to the
valia] chaons of e Worlon neivabourhood. Leland deseritad Wolton under
Ring Horry VI 25 a4 pecily maskel towa, well pecupice with clothicrs, hasing
voe [air long sereet, and it standeth cleaving ooz (he ronts of an il D
Rohort Hzll {1764 15310, @ wol=d Bagtist preacher, when visiting the Rev.
Bl FRIL ot Wotron sadd to him. “'Sir, it & the moss zaradeseical spot T owas
wver in.” L. Sidoey in his 1 of Rowland Hill desciibes the site of Worlon
Tabornacle as “enz of 1he ol rpmgnlic situitions that can te conceived.™
Urairge Lilt. when as Lord Mayor of Menchester he revisieed Tis manise Waollon
in 1951, said inoa spoech ot 1he Tajlish Schuoe] Gt be thouske Wetiop-under-
Edpe “une of the most aeaocful spots in te warld.” The ey disszrlizng wiiter
an the town se2ms o he Mres, Madge Cogks, grand-daughrer of the Rew

weith the b




