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FIRST WORLD WAR HEROES
OF
WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE

Dedicated to my two grandfathers:

Pte. Humphrey Jones
gh Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers
killed in action on the Gallipoli Peninsula
22d September 1915

and

John Spencer Griffiths
Royal Flying Corps
who survived the war

and

to all the men of Wotton-under-Edge
who served in the Great Wat,
especially the 114 who made the supreme sacrifice



FOREWORD

“Cornock, Grimes, Stinchcombe,
Exell, Richings, Jotcham, Organ....”

The names ring out across a century and more. They are théakac
of Wotton-under-Edge and, like a poem, they have a life amyg gf their
own. To those who know and love Wotton each name describaiefa
and memories, chronicling the busy life of a small town oneitige of the
Cotswolds.

These names are also on the War Memorial in Old Town, in merhtre
114 who gave their lives in the First World War.

In this book Bill Griffiths tells their story and out of chiisé letters on a
stone the lives and deaths of these local men leap up. Thifa&inating
account. Local people, visitors and historians alike alldelighted and
excited at the minutely researched vignettes. Bill hasidinbthe stone to
life in a most marvellous way and gloriously enriched ouwwié Wotton-
under-Edge and its place in time and history.
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John May

Vicar of Wotton-under-Edge 1990-2007



565

mes

1]

Vi



WHY | WROTE THIS BOOK

My interest in the First World War began in 1973, soon aftezrdine Housemaster of Wellicome
House in Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School, Wotton-udder-Ehe House was named after
William Cecil Wellicome, a teacher at what was then Katkdrady Berkeley’'s Grammar School,
when the war broke out in 1914. He volunteered to join the Asogn after the outbreak of
hostilities, went to France with his regiment and was kileedthe Western Front in November
1916. It was just these few facts which were known about Mili®t@me when | joined the staff
of the school. To me Mr. Wellicome was a romantic figure frepast and | decided that |
needed to know more about him. This led me into researchidgreeding a great deal about
the First World War. My interest has spread from not only angithe war generally, but into
specific areas e.g. researching the men, like Mr. Webicehose names appear on Wotton's War
Memorial. Also researching the ex-pupils of Katharine Badkeley’s Grammar School who died
in the war. | have also been studying other war memorials ani¢&istershire and attempting to
find out more about the men named on them.

114 men from this small town sacrificed their lives for th€img and country in “the War to
end all wars”. In total over 700 Wottonians served in theé®between 1914 and 1918 — you
can read their names on the Roll of Honour in the Town Hahaftime the town’s population
was less than 4,000 (according to Kelly’s Directory, 19dAsijust 3,021). Almost every house
in the town would have had a man in uniform. One in seven ofktihosn who went to war did
not return to their families! Many Wotton women became widaand many children were left
without fathers. | have heard it said that no other town in tt@untry lost so many men per
head of population. Of course trying to prove this would beigehitask. What one can say is
that Wotton-under-Edge made an enormous contribution towar effort. This contribution is
highlighted by studying just one Commonwealth War Graver@ission Memorial in France —
that of Thiepval on the Somme, to find no less than the naifftbsrteen Wotton men carved on
the panels of stone.

The townsfolk of Wotton-under-Edge, like people in alagds, towns and cities in Britain,
wanted to provide a memorial for their sons who had fallenha War. The Government’s
decision was not to bring bodies home for burial because efntassive numbers involved.
Of course many men were lost completely on the battlefialdsad sea. Wotton soldiers and
airmen lie in cemeteries in France, Belgium, Salo@&Hipoli and in countries as far away as
Mesopotamia (modern day Iraq). Sailors lie in watery grimoen the South Pacific to the North
Sea. Where bodies were not recovered, or it was impossiblertiafy the serviceman, then men
were commemorated on Memorials to the Missing. Some of Hresmassive edifices like the
Thiepval Memorial, mentioned above, and the Menin Gatgries, Belgium. Others are on the
Naval Memorials in ports such as Plymouth, Portsmouth and Chatham
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Very few families after the First World War had the moneyduwetl great distances to pay their
respects at the graves of their loved ones. The questiomfomanities was how to remember
their dead. Committees were set up throughout the land, fgam 1919 and the early 1920s,
to decide what type of memaorial would be appropriate for thecality. The money would be
raised by public subscription, so cost was a factor. As ircdlse of Wotton-under-Edge many
communities erected a monument to remember their dead.rOthelt crosses or even Memorial
Halls, Memorial Hospitals, bungalows for widows or eveyiptgfields. A small village may have
put up a tablet in the Parish Church or designed a stained glaglow to remember their dead.
Many schools put up Rolls of Honour as did some commercial establishments.

| look at those names inscribed on Wotton’s War Memorial andat help but feel that each
man deserves more. Most were very young men who gave théor athat they felt was a just
cause. In this book | have tried to give some detail of theilifissnand their lives in Wotton-under-
Edge before they went to war. For nearly all of them therefegnmation on their service careers
and also the way in which they lost their lives and where theyeaburied or commemorated.
Through this book I hope that we will at least go some way towaednembering the sacrifices
that these young Wottonians made. We can only look back inration at their courage and
devotion to duty, and although we didn’'t know them, we thah&m for the sacrifices they made,
not only for their own generation, but for future ones as well.
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First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-Edge

WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE
AT THE START OF
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

Wotton-under-Edge, a small market town in southern Gldacssre, situated on the edge
of the Cotswold Hills, with a population of just over 3,066emed a world away from war as
the townsfolk got on with their lives in this quiet corner dfet Kingdom. In the first decade of
the twentieth century Wotton was a very active and self-aoréd community. It was almost
noiseless, without motorcars. However, that peacefulmess soon to be shattered by a world
war, the likes of which had never before been seen. In thoge tth@ town was a close knit
community, many families having inter-married, so famiwdbs were very strong. At that time
there was a definite class divide, with the working classeigd to acknowledge the gentry and
women having to curtsey.

The main employer of the area by far was Tubbs-Lewis, aaognapvning several mills in
nearby Kingswood and Charfield. They produced high guméids and elastic, needles and pins.
A study of leavers from the British School in Wotton betw&&% hnd 1915 showed that out of
156 who left, 75 went to work for Tubbs-Lewis. A good nunflenys left to work on the land and
several girls entered domestic service. Other boys tookpreagiceships with local firms, whilst
many boys and girls found employment in the many shops indstimain streets, particularly
in Church Street, Long Street, High Street and MarlestSAt this time there were about eight

Prime Quality Beef, Choice Down and Welsh Muftton,
Veal. Joamb and Dairy-Fed Pork.
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grocery stores, five bakers and four or five butchers whahtaved on their premises. Almost
all the shops offered a delivery service.

In this first decade of the twentieth century the town wasweat by two banks, the National
Provincial and Lloyds, and it also had a branch of the WottdrDaursley Building Society. There
was a police station, situated at the head of High Streat|umteer fire brigade, using a horse-
drawn appliance, working out of the engine house in the @hg(now altered and occupied by
the Heritage Centre). The town boasted about a dozen jmaliges. There were three elementary
schools, the British School (a mixed school plus infant®an3Rreet, the Bluecoat School (boys
and infants) in Culverhay and the National School (gidsraants) in the Chipping. There was
also a secondary school, Katharine Lady Berkeley's Grarohwa,Sounded in 1384, making
it one of the oldest in the country. There were six places oo, all being well supported,
with large congregations. The town possessed four prihciparities, Hugh Perry’s Almshouses,
Thomas Dawe’s Almshouses, Bearpackers AlmshouseswlaticdRHill's Almshouses. In total
they housed 40 of the town’s ‘poor’.

Wotton was also served by a reading room, with a selectionilyf plgpers and a free lending
library at the Town Hall. Just before the outbreak of theatGiéar, the Electric Picture House
opened in Market Street. There was a Registrar’s Offite iRape Walk. A fair was held twice
annually, on 28 March and 28 September and provided one of the highlights of the ydhangfi
the Green Chipping and stretching down Market Streetadew Wotton’s market had fallen into
disuse by 1911. For travellers by rail there was an omnibadyy John Faller, which left from the
Swan Hotel and met every train at Charfield railway atatiwo miles distant. Every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday, William Wyatt ran his omnibus tst@rvia Charfield, Cromhall and
Bagstone. William Tapscott also ran a daily omnibushtrfield station and surprisingly as
noted inKelly’s Directary‘to all parts of the Kingdom!’
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THE FATAL STEPS TO WAR

Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife Sophie werssasgad at Sarajevo
in Bosnia. Franz Ferdinand was the heir to the throne of tlrédwHungarian
Empire. He had gone to Bosnia, then occupied by Austriay to shore up the
Empire, which was showing signs of being loosened by ndigiaalhe assassin
was Gavrilo Princip, a Serb. Here then was a chance for &twsterush the
growing strength of Serbia.

Austria sent an ultimatum to Serbia demanding thatdiyibe arrested and that
any anti-Austrian propaganda should be banned. Serbizadn& did not want
any monitoring of proceedings by Austria.

Austria was not satisfied with the response and declared war oia.Serb
Russia, because of its ethnic ties with Serbia, begaohilise, as did Austria.
Sir Edward Grey, British Foreign Secretary, asked Frati¢@emmany to observe
Belgian neutrality. France agreed but no reply came from Germany.

Belgium ordered mobilisation, as did France. Ggtmdho always sided with
Austria, declared war on Russia.

Germany invaded Luxembourg and small parts of Fr&heeKing of Belgium
appealed for British help as they did not want German trospssing their
border.

Germany declared war on France.

German forces entered Belgium. Mobilisation sreere issued in Britain.
Britain asked Germany to withdraw its troops from Belgitihrey did not do so;
Britain therefore declared war on Germany.
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WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE
IN AUGUST 1914

TheDursley Gazettewspaper (which | shall refer to as Bazetten this book) of Saturday'1
August 1914 contained a number of public notices advegtisirents for the forthcoming Bank
Holiday week. Prominent amongst them was the followitgnien Fete and Flower Show to be held
on Wednesda$ Bugust at Ellerncroft Field by kind permission of $tabids Esq. Gates open at 2.30
p.m. In the evening ‘Dancing in an llluminated Enctd3us&’aAlso a ‘Comic Singing Competition for
Adults’, entrance fee 6d. Prize — a live pig given by MEdWNo$ Church Street. The evening ending
with a ‘Grand Display of Fireworks’ by W. D. Penly & Sons.

Townsfolk were asked Bo not forget the Wotton-under-Edge Swimming Club Syprédion
Bank Holiday®3August (Monday) to be held at the picturesque Coomb Valley Lakes.

Events which had taken place during the previous week wegrerted in the same edition.
The Wotton-under-Edge Lawn Tennis Club met the GstdtpC[iBr in home and away matches on
Saturday last (29uly). The match at Wotton was drawn, the Bristol teiagavitheir own couA.
report on pigeon flying also appeared ke first young bird race took place on Saturdmy2f5om
Templecombe. Flying birds were B. Dauncey (Uley,(GinXali), C. A. Pearce (Wotton), A. Millard
(North Nibley), G. Pagett (Wotton), G. Butler (Wottenentes (Uley). A race from Dorchester will
take place to-day.

Wotton’s cinema, then callethe Electric Picture Halmeved the following films during the
week —The Two Divers, In Convict Garb, Some Nerve and Mikeianthdaakniit wouldn’'t be
many more weeks before several Wotton men along with thaisaation-wide joined/like and
Jackin the Army. The previous Saturday’s cricket matches ve@@ted on, including Wotton
Alliance’s match against ThornburyWetton Alliance beat Thornbury 168 — 105. F. Holldsvay 36,
R. Tubbs 35. Holloway took 6 wickets for 28 and TulBb$¥ayand for Wotton were — F. Holloway,
T. H. L. Hodgkinson, G. W. Bond, S. R. Tubbs, A. H. JBa$sett, &/ Savoury, R. Butler, W. Taylor,
R. Keynton and J. Paget.

The Gazetteeported pharmaceutical success for Fred Jotcham,dls®r8 of Mr. & Mrs. F.
Jotcham, who ..has been successful in winning the ‘Fairchild Schelarshijig open to England,
Scotland, Wales and Ireland, value £50 cash. He wakadtattarine Lady Berkeley’s Grammar
School and subsequently went to Melton Mowbray. Froejdivere the well-known firm of Steele &
Marsh, chemists of Bath and is still with them.

Most poignantly, as it soon turned out, there was a report etotton Territorials’ forthcoming
summer camp. It was reported like this The local company of Territorials go into camp at Marlo
tomorrow for their annual training. Kit bags are beingnsenadvance and the company will parade
at the Wotton-under-Edge Drill Hall at 7.15 a.m., whesdlthroceed to Charfield Station, leaving
at 8.20 for Gloucester. Here they will entrain on the&/&steah Railway at 9.55 arriving at their
destination at 1.35 p.m.
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On Tuesday,™August, Britain declared war on Germany. Gagettof Saturday, 8 August,
contained several columns of news on the outbreak of thepage 1 ran two and a half columns,
page 2 devoted four of its seven columns to the war and page Saamn. There were also
further items on the war in some of the other pages. Page hicad the following headlines
— THE WAR.. BRITISH NAVAL MISHAP. HMS AMPHIONMINMEK1®lYLAVES LOST. 2 GERMAN
CRUISERS SUNK IN ATLANTIC. BRITAIN'S CALL TGARMRE MBNFOR THE ARMY. AUGUST
4TH GERMANY DECLARES WAR ON BELGIUM AND GRELTLBARERAMWAR ON GERMANY
AFTER THE FORMER REFUSES TO RESPECT NEUTRMLPEYOOF GERGIAN CASUALTIES.
REQUEST FOR ARMISTICE. LIEGE STILL biQ@leD$hebdadlinGREAT BRITAIN AT WaR
the following —The long dreaded moment has come, and all Europe is aitbepatthe brink of it.

There followed a report on the Dursley and Wotton Tetatsywho only a few days previously
had arrived in Marlow for their annual camp and trainingdpeared under the headlindBRIEF
STAY IN CANtRead as follows An order was issued on Sundgyn@ht for all Territorials in camp
to return home immediately

As there are usually from 150,000 to 200,000 men inrtrzaniogs parts of the country during the
August Bank Holiday week, it can easily be imagined windiccothat caused, especially as so many
of the regiments only arrived in their respective cam@sSonday. The Dursley and Wotton-under-
Edge Territorials left for their annual fortnight’snigaim Sunday. The camp was at Great Marlow
in Buckinghamshire. Here, close to the Thames, tents pigchéddor 4,000 men comprising the
brigade.

Men were aroused from their sleep at 4 a.m. One amusitigocwmidred — one of the sleeping
Territorials on being told to get up enquired “Whesg tw®thApparently he was under the impression
that the enemy had arrived and were in the next field. &blogkihe Gloucesters took trains. The
Dursley and Wotton men reached home at 6. 30 in the evening on Monday.

On Tuesday it was announced that the Army was being mobdizethat the Territorials were
to be embodied at once. In the morning several recruits wededto the Dursley and Wotton
Company. The War Office were making enquiries of local owedshow many horses would
be available in case they were required. On Tuesday nigéitsoneere received for Dursley and
Wotton Territorials to proceed to the Headquarters at Gloucester dné§day morning.

TheGazettéhen reported the departure of the Wotton Territorialstwthe headline STIRRING
SCENEB continued -Stirring scenes such as have not been seen in the towrrdefitnessed
on Wednesday when the Wotton-under-Edge CompaitpraisTeleparted for mobilization. The
Company paraded at the Drill Hall at 12. 30 under Lielist&. Brior to starting for Charfield, Mr.
S. W. Tubbs, on behalf of the town, thanked the merpfontpéiresponse to the call of duty — “That
you will do your duty” said Mr. Tubbs, “we well know, aod ¥/ptbud of you. Be assured that while
you are away every attention will be paid to those ybeh#ad& Three cheers were then given for the
King, in which the crowd that had gathered, heartily gdteedvhich cheers were called for Mr. Tubbs.

Preceded by the Abbey Band, which had been hurrezdid bynMir. H. H. Evans, the Company
marched through the town by way of Long Street andddawndt the ringing cheers of large
numbers, which lined the route. At the corner of Masket #try large crowd had assembled, in fact,
it seemed as though the entire populace of Wotton were lvahdoidto her sons. There was a further
demonstration at the top of New Road, there being mnghané cheering as the men passed. The
Band fell out at the Kingswood turning, but numbers efcpatiplied the march to the station, where
the Company was given a final enthusiastic send off.

We understand that over 20 young men from the distri¢tdradetivemselves for enlistment and
are awaiting instructions to proceed to the Territorial Headopia@loucester.
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Most of the men of the Dursley and Wotton Companies of tiréofals were drafted into
the 1/3" Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment. Along with ®hand 4 Battalions of the
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry and theBttalion of the Royal Berkshire
Regiment, the Gloucester men formed theh1BEgade in the 48 (South Midland) Division. The
1/5 Gloucesters saw training on the Isle of Wight, also im&wm and finally in Chelmsford. On
the last day of March 1915 thetBivision landed at Boulogne. Between 1914 and 1918 the 1/5

Gloucesters were to see service in France, Belgiumaynddver that period they were to lose
30 officers and 577 other ranks.




A.C.
A.D.C.
A.lLF.
A.M.
Art.
A.S.
B.E.F.
Balr.

Bn. Or Btn.

Brig. Gen.
Capt.
C.CS.
C.0.

Co. or Coy.
Col.

Cpl.

C.P.O.
C.S.M.
C.W.G.C.

Div.
D.L.L.
D.S.O.
Dvr.

Ftr.

F.O.
F./Sgt.
Gdsmn.
Gnr.
G.0O.C.
H.M.A.S.
Inf.
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Air Craftsman
Aide-de-camp
Australian Imperial Forces
Air Mechanic
Artificer
Able Seaman
British Expeditionary Force
Bugler
Battalion
Brigadier General
Captain
Casualty Clearing Station
Commanding Officer
Company
Colonel
Corporal
Chief Petty Officer
Company Sergeant Major

Commonwealth War Graves

Commission
Division
Durham Light Infantry

Distinguished Service Ordey

Driver

Fitter

Flying Officer
Flight Sergeant
Guardsman
Gunner

General Officer Commanding
His Majesty’s Australian Ship

Infantry

K.L.B.G.S.

K.R.R.C.
L.A.C.
Lead. Tel.
L./Cpl.
Lieut. or Lt.
L./Stkr.

Lt. Cdr. or Lt.

Comdr.

Lieut. Col. or

Lt. Col.
Maj.
Maj. Gen.
M.C.
M.G.C.
M.M.
N.C.O.
O.S.
Pnr.
P.O.
Pte.
Q.M.Sgqt.
Regt.
Rev.
R.FA.
Rfn.
R.G.A.
R.N.D.
S./Cpl.
Sdlr.
Sglm.

ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS BOOK

Katharine Lady Berkeley’s
Grammar School

King’'s Royal Rifle Corps
Leading Aircraftsman
Leading Telegrapher
Lance Corporal
Lieutenant
Leading Stoker
Lieutenant Commander

Lieutenant Colonel

Major

Major General

Military Cross

Machine Gun Corps
Military Medal

Non Commissioned Officer
Ordinary Seaman
Pioneer

Petty Officer

Private

Quarter Master Sergeant
Regiment

Reverend

Royal Field Artillery
Rifleman

Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Naval Division
Shoeing Corporal
Saddler

Signalman



Sqlr.

Sqt.

S./Sgt.

Sqt. Ins.
Sgt. Maj.
Spr.

Stkr. or Stok.
Tel.
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Signaller T.F Territorial Force
Sergeant Tpr. Trooper
Staff Sergeant V.A.D. Voluntary Aid Detachment
Sergeant Instructor V.C. Victoria Cross
Sergeant Major
Sapper
Stoker
Telegrapher

ORGANISATION OF THE BRITISH ARMY

B.E.F.
Army

Corps

Division

Brigade
Regiment
Battalion

Company
Platoon
Section

DURING THE WAR

British Expeditionary Force - all the Britishifigtforces in France and Belgium.
A body of men armed for war and commanded by a Generaist&drof varying
numbers of corps.

Part of an army, usually consisting of two or threesins. Commanded by a
Lieutenant-General. Must not be confused with units sudraak Corps or Army
Service Corps.

An independent fighting unit consisting of infantartillery, engineers, signals,
transport, medical, etc. Commanded by a Major-General.

A unit of three or four battalions. Commanded by a Brigadierdben

Usually, a unit of between two and four battalions. Commandadblonel.

A group of around 1,000 men and 30 officers. Ittsamlnin headquarters staff.
Commanded by a Lieutenant-Colonel.

A unit quarter the strength of a battalion, under the command oftai@ap

Four platoons made a company, usually commanded by a Li¢utenan

Fourteen fighting men led by a corporal, perhaps svience corporal to assist.
There would be four sections in a platoon.



Rank

Capt.
Pte.
AS
Major

Cpl.
AS
Major
2d Lieut.
Pte.
Pte.
Tpr.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Stok.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte
Pte.
Sat.
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LIST OF WW1 NAMES ON THE

First Names

William Holloway
Harry
Lionel Frederick

William Richard
Norton

John Edward
Macarthur
Henry Sullivan
John Crosbie
Lambert Jack
Cyril

Ferguson James
Percival Ernest
Francis Charles
George

William Lewis
Ambrose

Alfred William
Alfred George
Francis Wilfred
Albert Thomas
Edward Victor
Frederick
Albert Edward

Archibald Alexander

Surname

Adams
Amos
Andrews

Annesley
D.S.O.

Avenell
Ballinger
Becher
Bengough
Bignell
Bow
Boyce

Broodbank

Brown
Burford
Butcher
Butler
Bye

Candy
Candy
Chappell
Clissold
Cooper
Cornock

Cornock
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Unit

th Btn Canadian Infantry
Army Service Corps
Royal Navy
1st Btn Royal West Kent Regt

th Btn Royal West Surrey Regt
Drake Btn Royal Naval Div.

nd ZSurkha Rifles

Royal Glos Hussars Yeomanry

thIBtn Worcestershire Regt

t7Btn Durham Light Infantry

Royal Household Cavalry

thZBn Glos Regt

th Bn Middlesex Regt

ndBtn Hampshire Regt

ndBtn Glos Regt
2/Btn Ox & Bucks Light Inf
Royal Navy

th Bn Glos Regt

st Btn Glos Regt

st Btn Royal West Kent Regt
tRtn Royal Sussex Regt

nd Btn Glos Regt
stHtn Border Regt

th Bin Glos Regt



25,
26.
27.
28,
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41,
42,
43.
44,
45,
46.
47,
48,
49.
50.
51.
52,
53,
54,
55,
56.
57.
58.
59.

Rank

AS
PO
Pte.
L/Cpl.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
(O
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Sqt.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Lieut.
Sqt.
Pte.
Tpr.
24 Lijeut.
Pte.
2d Lieut.
L/Cpl.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
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First Names

Ernest C
Ernest Ralph
Sidney

Henry Mortimer
James

Edward

Henry

William

Harold

George Edward
George Henry
Percy Herbert
William

Francis Frank
William Basil
William Norman
Albert Edward
Henry George

Reginald Frederick

Frederick Arthur
W.G.

Edward

George

Reginald Charles

Surname

Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Dando
Davis
Deacon
Dickenson
Dolman
Elliott
Excell
Exell
Exell
Exell M.M.
Farmiloe
Fay
Fitz
Ford
Frape
Fry
Gordon
Grant
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes

William Rufus Kennard Heath

Edward Albert

Frederick Charles

Cyril Reginald
Fred

Herbert
Walter Morse
William
William John
Henry

Albert Edward

Hollister
Hyner
Jotcham
Jotcham
Jotcham
Jotcham
Jotcham
Keynton
King
Kinson
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Unit

Royal Navy
Royal Navy
tB3tn Glos Regt
M Btn Glos Regt
Royal Army Medical Corps
tPBtn AlF
th Btn Warwickshire Regt
stIBtn Glos Regt
1MBtn Glos Regt
th Btn Worcestershire Regt
Royal Marine Light Infantry
st Btn Glos Regt
nPBtn Worcestershire Regt
Royal Navy
st Btn Loyal North Lancs Regt
stBtn Glos Regt
1 Btn Glos Regt
t2Btn Glos Regt
nd Btn Canadian Regt
st Btn Glos Regt
2BSiege Battery RGA
st Btn Glos Regt
st Btn Glos Regt
th B¢ Machine Gun Corps
st Btn Glos Regt
1 @tn Glos Regt
th Bdn Glos Regt

Royal Glos Hussars Yeomanry

Royal Engineers

Royal Army Medical Corps
st Btn Worcestershire Regt

1 Btn East Surrey Regt
th Btn Royal Berkshire Regt
tBtn Worcestershire Regt

t2Btn Royal Fusiliers



60

61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.

Rank

Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.

Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Major
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Lieut.
Pte.
Pte.

Sqt.
Bdr.
L/Cpl.
Sqt.
Pte.

Drmr
AS
Pte.
AS
Pte.
Gnr.
Pte.
Rfn.
Pte.
Pte.
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First Names Surname
William Charles Knight
James Lacey
James Eli Lainchbury
Evan John Leonard
Horace lvor Leonard
Maurice Walter Freeth Lewis
Albert Marsh
Henry George May
William Nun May
Thomas Meadows
Frederick George Neale
Ralph Elliot Noyes
Frederick Organ
Walter George Pagett
Albert Parker
Joe Anthony Francis Parkinson
Frank Pearce
Rowland James Pearce
Francis Perry
Albert William Poulton
Heber William Prosser
Elton Maurice Richings
John Richings
Henry Lancelot Ridley
W. Robinson
Frederick Rodman
John Creed Rudge
William Thomas Sargent
Walter Charles Saunders
William Harold Saxton
Henry Lambert Short
Archibald E. Smith
Frederick Smith
George Henry Smith
Stanley Spencer
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Unit

th@tn Glos Regt
tPEn North Staffs Regt
th Btn Royal Norfolk Regt
tPAENn Warwickshire Regt
th1Atn Glos Regt
Princess Patricia’s Light Inf
Tank Corps
st Btn Worcestershire Regt
12Btn Glos Regt
th Btn Glos Regt
th Bfn Glos Regt
118tn Yorkshire Regt
th Btn Glos Regt
Royal Marine Light Infantry
Royal Engineers
st Bth Dorset Regt
st Btn Glos Regt
th \1/aikato Regt N.Z. Regt
Royal Field Artillery
12 Btn Glos Regt
Royal Field Artillery
thI®Xn Yorks & Lancs Regt
#/Btn Royal Glos Hussars
th1RXn Glos Regt
Glos Regt
st Garrison Btn Warwick Regt
Royal Navy
thIBtn Glos Regt
Anson Btn Royal Naval Div
ndBtn Glos Regt
Royal Field Artillery
st Btn Glos Regt
1 ®tn King’'s R. R. Corps
th Btn Glos Regt
2 HBtn Hampshire Regt



95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.

112

113.
114.

Rank

Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Pte.
L/Cpl.
Cpl.
Capt.
Pte.
Pte.

2d Lieut.
Pte.
Pte.
Sqt.
Pte.
Pte.
Sqt.
Pte.
Pte.

2d Lieut.
Pte.
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First Names

Charles William
Wilfred George
Richard Harold
Arthur Llewellyn
Lewis H.

Victor Vincent

Seymour Burnell

Charles

Henry Walter William
Cedric Donovan

Tom

Wilfred

Daniel Edward
Walter

Tyrrel Frederick
William Cecil
Frederick James
Herbert

William Bryan

Albert Henry

Surname

Stevens

Unit

st BIn Glos Regt

Stinchcombe t Bn Worcestershire Regt

Tanner
Tilley
Townsend
Trotman

Tubbs

Turner
Turner

Upstone
Venn

Vines

Walker

Wathen
Webb
Wellicome
Wicks
Willcock
Wood
Woodlands
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th Btn AlF
thPBtn Glos Regt
th Btn Royal Irish Regt
1 Btn Glos Regt
286N Glos Regt
th 8tn Glos Regt
Royal Marine Light Infantry
th @tn Devon Regt
th&@tn Royal Berkshire Regt
18tn Glos Regt
th Btn Glos Regt
stBtn Glos Regt
Royal Flying Corps
th Btn Seaforth Highlanders
th Bfh Glos Regt
58Btn AlF
8Btn Glos Regt
Royal Marine Light Infantry
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1
WILLIAM HOLLOWAY ADAMS

Rank & Unit:  Captain in thé Battalion Canadian Infantry
Born: & January 1877 in Bristol
Died: 1% April 1918 of heart failure in Seaford, Sussex.
Buried in Seaford Cemetery, Sussex, Row A Grave 297
Age: 41
Parents:  William Townsend and Elizabeth Mary Adams
Wife:  Amy Ellen
Children:  Two

William Holloway Adams was the eldest son of William Towthsenl Elizabeth Mary Adams.
According to the 1891 Census the family were then living ah&d Street, Wotton-under-Edge,
although at some stage the family movedBmdley Hous8radley Street. William Townsend
Adams was Secretary to the Gas Council in Wotton. Willialowégl had a brother, Albert, two
years his junior and a sister, Blanche, three years younger.

William Holloway attended Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Gran8uhool, entering around 1888.
Some time after leaving school William left England for @andere he worked as an accountant.
Before leaving England William had served in tlév/@lunteer Battalion of the Gloucestershire
Regiment. In June 1915 he was commissioned as a Lieuterthatif® Regiment (Edmonton
Fusiliers) of the Canadian Army. At that time William vaesady married to Amy Ellen and living
in Edmonton, Alberta. William quickly gained promotion, being dadeCaptain in July.

Ten months or so after attesting, William sailed for Englaitér having undergone training
in Canada. Then followed three more months training in d&wglIn July 1916 he was serving
in the 63¢ Battalion of the Canadian Infantry; he then underwentréeseof transfers, first to
the 9h Battalion and then to thet7 the Battalion in which he served up to his death. Oh 14
August he arrived in France from England with a fresh drafesfadians. Less than two months
after arriving in France, news was received in Wotton that.Gsdams had been hit in the face
by shrapnel on 22 September, but it was also reported that he was progressatigfactorily,
although septic poisoning had set in. As a result of this wound he lost the $ighe@ye.

On 4r October William was moved to No. 14 General Hospitalpddoel and was moved
again on the 6 to 2@ West General Hospital, Manchester. He remained intabsptil the 29
November when he was discharged and granted five weeks [Eapé Adams was now put on
light duties, being placed on the Home Service List. He tlogked for some time in military
courts martial. However, Capt. Adams was to suffer morackesbas on ¥8March 1917 he was
taken to the Canadian Military Hospital in Hastings, sufiefrom a ruptured appendix and
peritonitis. He recovered from those illnesses and lespital on 2¢ April. On 1F April Capt.
Adams was discharged from his military duties.

Just one year later, on f15pril 1918 whilst playing with his two children at his honre i
Seaford, Sussex, William became unconscious and digdrarfetes later from heart failure. He
was 41 years of age. William’s funeral took place énAl8il at Seaford, where he was accorded
full military honours. He was buried in Seaford Ceme#dfsiston Road, in Row A, Grave 2971. It
is interesting to note that although Capt. Adams’s name agpen Wotton's War Memorial, his
death was one of the few not directly attributed to war action.
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Capt. William Holloway Adams is incorrectly stated as lgps@rved in the Royal Fusiliers on
Wotton’s Roll of Honour in the Town Hall.

William Townsend Adams died onh2December 1914, aged 76 and his wife Elizabeth Mary
died on 2% February 1920, aged 70. William and Elizabeth share aigr&veMary’s Churchyard

in Wotton. On 8 May, 1920 a notice appeared in tBazettestating that... “Bradley House had
been sold to Mr. Frank Mann for £620.”
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2
H. AMOS

The ‘H. Amos’ named on Wotton’s War Memorial and on thefRtdnour boards in the Town
Hall is likely to be :-

Pte. H. Amos, 24581 Btn. Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment).

The Roll of Honour has this soldier as having served in timy Service Corps. This of course
is possible, as he may have moved from one unit to the othergitire war, as many servicemen
did. No soldier of this name and with Wotton-under-Edge ections appears in the publication
- Soldiers Died in the Great. \Bditions of theGazettdoetween August 1914 and November 1918,
the period of the First World War, contain no reference tdauary for an H. Amos. Neither does
his name appear in post-w&azetteas perhaps having died of wounds received during the war.

However, Commonwealth War Grave Registers do confirm the oka soldier called H. Amos
whose parents lived in Bristol. The Register contains the followiognation :-

Pte. H. Amos, 24581BWh. Queen’s Own (Royal West Kent Regiment). Died day\eHnes
February 1917, aged 23. Son of Alfred and Sarah AnB3ABwewfTerrace, Hanham Road, Bristol.
Buried in Regina Trench Cemetery, Grandcourt, SomnitpF6aRoe E Grave 7.

Did H. Amos and his parents once live in Wotton and then moReistol or could it be that
young Amos once worked in Wotton and therefore had his naseeilred on the War Memorial?
The second name listed on the Kingswood, Bristol War Nedrsthat of H. Amos and is likely
to be the soldier mentioned above.
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3
LIONEL FREDERICK ANDREWS

Rank and Unit:  Able Seaman, J./26422, in the Royal Navy
Born: 1897
Died: Killed in action on ©&eptember 1917 in the English Channel.
Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial
Age: 20
Parents:  Richard and Clare Andrews

Lionel was born in 1897, the son of Richard and Clare Andfeigeos Brook Hougéotton-
under-Edge. He joined the Royal Navy with the service einR6422 and achieved the rank of
Able Seaman. Lionel servedHMS Conteshich on 18 September 1917 was sunk by a German
submarine in the English Channel. TGentestvas a destroyer of 957 tons, built in Newcastle
by Hawthorn Leslie and launched in 1913. Tloateshad taken part in the Battle of Jutland on
31t May 1916 under the command of Lt. Cdr. E. G. H. Master. IstA9dd he was succeeded
as Captain by Lt. Cdr. R. B. England. Lionel is commemonated ®abernacle Church Roll of

Honour, Wotton-under-Edge, and on the Plymouth Navalodahas well as on Wotton’s War
Memorial. Lionel was just 20 years of age.
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4
WILLIAM RICHARD NORTON ANNESLEY, D.S.O.

Rank & Unit:  Major in thetBattalion The Queen’'s Own Royal West Kent Regiment
Born: 12 June 1863 in Colchester
Died: 29 November 1914 of illness in London.
Buried in St. Andrew’s Western Cemetery, Scotland; Row E Grave 106
Age: 51
Parents:  Major-General William Richard Annesley and Isabel Annesley
Wife:  Edith Mackenzie

William Richard Norton Annesley was born ort 1Rine 1863 in
Colchester, the eldest son of Major-General William Richanesley
and Isabel, daughter of the Rev. James Norton of Ottershewy.3He
attended Cheltenham College between May 1879 and Decé&g&@ir
going on to the Royal Military College, Sandhurst. He wpsited
to the Yorkshire Regiment orth @&-ebruary 1884 and transferred to the
Royal West Kent Regiment orihZebruary, 1884, being promoted to
Captain on 15 July 1891 and Major onti@uly 1902. He took part in
the Nile Expedition in 1884-5 and was with the Sudan FroRtece
in 1885-6. He was present at the attack on Ambigol Wells etnaha
at Ginniss, being mentioned in despatches, and was adhttie¢he
Distinguished Service Order for his services at the ldttardon Gazette
26" November, 1896). He was employed with the Egyptian Any fr
27 November 1888 ta"60ctober 1890 and was Staff Officer at Assouan
for the operation at Toski. He retired onh1Becember 1905 and became lecturer on military
subjects at St. Andrew’s University.

During the Great War Major Annesley was on the General 8tafindon when he died of
illness. He was the husband of Edith Mackenzie of 16 Gre@firaens, St. Andrews. He is buried
in St. Andrew’s Western Cemetery Row E Grave 106. In hikigvalddress is given as Stanhope
Gardens, Kensington, London and administration was gdatat his widow on 28 January 1915
of the estate valued at £549. 16s. 1d.

The Annesley family managed Coombe Valley Brewery, in ti€iiill, just outside Wotton,
after 1889. A partner in the business was Arthur H. Guinégsfamily home was aCoombe
CottageWilliam Annesley had three brothers who all served in treaGNar; A. J. P. Annesley,
Major in the Royal West Kent Regiment, J. Annesley, bi¢e. Royal Air Force and J. H Annesley,
Capt. in the Somerset Light Infantry. William is incorgesthted as serving in the Queen’s Own
Highland Regiment on the Roll of Honour in Wotton’s Towh Hiaere is a photograph of Major
Annesley in the Bristol Times & Mirror newspapesididril 1916.
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5
JOHN EDWARD AVENELL

Rank and Unit:  Corporal, G/2050, in théBattalion of the Royal West Surrey

Regiment

Born: 26 September 1876 in Gloucester

Died: Killed in action in Belgium orsZctober 1917.
Buried in New Irish Farm Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium Plot 10 Row D

Grave 16
Age: 41

Parents: Thomas and Elizabeth Avenell

John Avenell, mistakenly spelt ‘Avenill’ on Wotton’s Wambtial and on the Roll of Honour in

the Town Hall, was born in Gloucester ot 8&ptember 1876. He was the second son of Thomas

and Elizabeth Avenell Bernley Farmlewark, near Wotton-under-Edge. John attended Ozlewort
School and then transferred to the Bluecoat School in Wakbbm joined the Army right at the
commencement of the war, enlisting in Guildford in tteBattalion of the Queen’'s Royal West

Surrey Regiment, service no. G/2050.

John gained promotion to Corporal and with his Battaliordéahat Boulogne in May, 1915.
The T Royal West Surrey’s formed part of &¥igade in the 18 (Eastern) Division. John came
through the major Battle of Loos, September 1915 unharnudvds severely wounded during
the Battle of the Somme in July 1916. He spent a whole yeaemr@gofrom his injuries, some of

the time being spent in hospital in England.
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John returned to France in
August 1917. He rejoined his
Battalion who now moved
on to Belgium to take part in
another major Battle, that of
3d Ypres, sometimes called
the Battle of Passchendaele.
On 19 October the 7 Queen’s
transferred to the 58 Brigade.
Two days later John was killed
in action in the Poelcappelle
area, about 5 kms north-east
of Ypres. The Battalion Diary
confirmed that on that date
the 7 Battalion were “holding
the line”. It would thus appear
that John was killed either by
shell-fire or by a sniper. He was
41 years old, one of Wotton’s
oldest servicemen to die in the
war.

John was buried in New
Irish Farm Cemetery, Ypres,
Belgium, in Plot 10, Row D,
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Grave 16. This is a large cemetery containing some 4,680 @giéives. There is a beautiful bronze
tablet commemorating John and four other soldiers who fethe Great War in St. Nicholas
Church, Ozleworth, the church being close to John’s boyhood home atkiNew
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6
MACARTHUR BALLINGER

Rank & Unit: ~ Able Seaman, R/1102, in Drake Battalion of the Royal Naval Division
Born: 1893
Died: Killed in action near Ablainzeville, France enA2@fust 1918.
Buried in Achiet-Le-Grand Communal Cemetery Extension, France:
Plot 3, Row D, Grave 5
Age: 25
Father: E. D. Ballinger, Brook Street, Gloucester

MacArthur Ballinger, incorrectly spelt ‘Ballenger’ on fws War Memorial, was the youngest
son of Mr. E. D. Ballinger of Brook Street, Gloucester, edr&mmer. MacArthur, a tenant farmer
of Swinhay Farmear Wotton-under-Edge joined the fighting forces in M&k®17. His father
came out of retirement to look after the farm whilst MacArttuent to war. He joined the Drake
Battalion of the Royal Naval Division. This Division)(68d been formed of Naval men who could
not be found ships and instead underwent training as infaniihey retained their Naval ranks
and joined Battalions with names such as Nelson, Collingwood, Hoode ldadrake.

On the night of 21 August 1918 the'8Army, of which 63 Division was a part, were pressing
north of the Ancre river, atributary of the Somme, towar@saBime. The Drake Battalion, together
with the Anson and Hood Battalions and thehd 2d Battalions of the Royal Marine Light Infantry,
was in action west of the village of Ablainzeville, just hoof the Ancre. It was in this action
that MacArthur lost his life. An officer, writing to his fath said that‘death was instantaneous
and painless’ wonder how true that was? Many letters from officers oleegjues to relatives
of the dead soldier contained
these or similar words and
was probably done to try to
soften the blow on hearing
of the death of a loved one.
MacArthur was either 24
or 25 when he died. He
lies buried in Plot 3, Row
D, Grave 5 of Achiet-le-
Grand Communal Cemetery
Extension. The cemetery
is situated at the north-
west side of the village, 19
kms south of Arras in the
department of Pas-de-Calais.
MacArthur is commemorated
on a memorial tablet in
Charfield Congregational
Church (where his rank is
given as ‘Private’) as well as
having his name inscribed
on Wotton’s War Memorial.
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HENRY SULLIVAN BECHER

Rank and Unit: ~ Major in thedBattalion Gurkha Rifles
Born: ™ April 1876
Died: Killed in action near Neuve Chapelle, France! dlo2ember 1914.
Commemorated on the Neuve Chapelle Indian Memorial, France
Age: 38
Parents:  Lieut. Col. S. E. Becher and Mrs. Sullivan Becher

Sullivan Becher (as he was known) was bornto\pril 1876, the
only son of Lieut. Col. S. E Becher and Mrs. Sullivan Be&iegswood
HousgWotton-under-Edge. He was educated at Marlborough €alied)
in Germany and later at the Royal Military College, Sastihde was
gazetted ™ Lieutenant on 22 January 1896, Lieutenant on"22pril
1898, Captain on 22January 1905 and Major om22anuary 1914.

Onfirstcommission he was attached to theBattalion Royal Inniskilling
Fusiliers which he joined in India orh April 1896. He was appointed
to the Indian Army on 8 April 1897 and was posted to thed Zoorkha
Regiment (Gurkhas), joining oft 8ugust 1897. Major Becher took part
in several operations in India, mainly on the N.W. Frorbetyween 1897
and 1914. Between November 1909 and September 1911 heaseA/BdC.
to the Commander-in-Chief of the Indian Army. Sullivan wafscgent at
polo and represented his Regiment on numerous occasions.

At the outbreak of the First World War Sullivan Becher acaoieg his Battalion to France.
In November 1914 the Battalion, which formed part of thealmdCorps, were fighting in the
Neuve Chapelle area of the Western Front, between BetmchArmentieres. OndNovember
Sullivan’s Battalion came under heavy shell-fire, men w#her buried or blown sky high.
Merewether and Smith in their bodkhe History
of the Indian Corps in Fradescribe the action in
which Sullivan was killed :-

‘One shell blew four men into the air with the debris
of the parapet, rifle and a machine gun and killed
Lieut. Lucas while rallying his men. At the same time
Major Becher was killed while trying to get his men
back to the cover of an old trench.

The Time®f 11 November 1914 contains a
tribute to Major Becher, written by one of his
colleagues. Major Becher’s body was not recovered
from the battlefield for burial until May 1915 and
he was buried where he had fallen. Unfortunately
this grave was lost during further fighting, so he
is commemorated on the Neuve Chapelle Indian
Memorial to the Missing.

25



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

8
JOHN CROSBIE BENGOUGH

Rank & Unit:  Captain in the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars
Yeomanry
Born: 1889 at Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in Action in Egypt ont2Bebruary, 1916.
Commemorated in Alexandria, Chatby Military Cemetery, Egypt
Age: 27
Parents:  John Alan George Bengough J.P. and Rosa Margaret Bengough

John Crosbie Bengough was boriTlé Ridge large country
house overlooking Waterley Bottom, just two miles north of
Wotton-under-Edgel he Ridgeas demolished in the 1930s. John
Crosbie was the eldest son of John Alan George Bengough J.P.,
and of Rosa Margaret his wife. His grandfather was JohneSharl
Bengough J.P., High Sheriff of Gloucestershire in 1877.

John Crosbie Bengough was educated at Rugby School from 1902
until 1908. He then went up to Emmanuel College, Cambridge
graduating in 1911. Bengough then spent two years farming in
the Transvaal. In 1913 he returned to England and was given a
Commission in the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars.

He went with his Regiment to Egypt in April 1915. He was
made Staff Captain and appointed Military Landing Offiter a
Alexandria and in the same capacity, was sent to Laneashir
Landing, ‘W’ Beach, in the Gallipoli Peninsula, in Jutheof
same year. In October he rejoined the Regiment at Suviariay,
served as Bombing Officer and was in charge of a TrenchrMorta
On the Regiment leaving to refit he became Divisional Banificer and had a Bombing School
at Suvla. Later, when the School was abolished owing to tloaiatvan of the Peninsula he was
appointed Camp Commandant and A.D.C. to Major-GeneralRa&ytBn, G.O.C. the Egyptian
Western Frontier Force.

On 26 February 1916 the Queen’s Own Dorset Yeomanry, to whonouggndpad been
temporarily lent, was in action against the Senussi, who &ldied themselves with the Turks
at Agagia, 14 miles south-east of Barvani in Western Eggph Bengough was killed in this
action, described as“arilliant and successful chargé® was 27 years of age. The charge of the
Queen's Own Dorset Yeomanry is depicted in a large paingitigebmilitary artist Lady Butler,
the original being owned by the Dorset County Council andhvban be viewed in the Town
Hall, Dorchester.

Capt. Bengough was mentioned in Dispatche$ & @il 1916 by the General commanding the
force in Egyptfor gallantry and distinguished service in the. HeddSrother officers wrote :-

“He was a most gallant fellow, upright and keen in evdrgthntertook. His work as a soldier was
always so excellent. Everyone of all ranks in his Brigade is toridgytiheoloss of a dear comrade.”

Capt. John Crosbie Bengough is commemorated in Chattaridiemetery Alexandria. As
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well as having his name inscribed on the town War Memori&Vatton, he is commemorated
on a plaque in St. Mary’s Church, Wotton, on the Royal Gletslase Hussars Memorial in
Cathedral Close, Gloucester; also on the war memorialghyR&chool, where, interestingly,
his name appears alongside that of Rupert Brooke, the paate Tha family vault beneath the
Sacristy in St. Mary’s Church, Wotton, where many of the Bengough famelypwréed.

27



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

28



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

9
LAMBERT JACK BIGNELL

Rank and Unit:  Private, 20187, in thé Battalion,

Worcestershire Regiment

Born:  2d June 1897

Died: of wounds in Belgium ot 8ugust 1917.
Buried in Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, France: Plot 3, Row
E, Grave 257

Age: 20

Parents:  John and Alice Bignell

Lambert Bignell was one of six children of John and AlicelBajrProspect Place, Symn Lane,
Wotton-under-Edge. Lambert was born in Wotton onJ@ne 1897. As a young boy Lambert, also
known as ‘Bert’ or ‘Bertie’ attended the National Infanteo8tand the Bluecoat School in Wotton.
During his teenage years Lambert was a member of the WeottSnduts troop. He enlisted in the
Army in Wotton, joining the 10 Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment. This Battalias
formed in Worcester in September 1914 soon after the outlofeaéir. In December the Battalion
moved to Salisbury Plain for training. In March 1915 thegweTidworth and on ¥9July 1915
the Battalion landed in Boulogne.

The Battalion was to see heavy fighting on the Somme, irLfanbert wrote a letter home
describing the events of®2July 1916 when he was serving in ‘A’ Company. The letternvasd
in the 22d July edition of th&azettelt reads as follows :-

Dear Mother,

| am very sorry | have not written before, but we have been so busypetlate. | e
you have been worrying a lot lately, seeing what has been going on out here, and
| can tell you we have been in the thick of it, but all the Wotton boys have come
through safely. But the sight we have witnessed during the last éexs dags h
terrible: it has been a proper Hell. Never did | think | should cotradiveit of i

but thank God | have. We have had all of our officers killed or woundegl or missi
It was on the morning ¢fluly that we had orders to take a village held by the
Huns. Over we went and succeeded in taking it after four hours ajh@ngble f

Our Regiment made a splendid name of itself, as we did work that adivision ha
endeavoured to do. | am sorry to say that | lost my watch in the chaige, but a
came through it safely, | don’t mind. We took a great many priseiggsmahns
against us were splendid fighters - they were one of Gernsangtrfieats - but

we got over them. If only | get back again | can tell you sonaihihg hbve

some things belonging to the Germans and will try to get them home, but of ou
Company of 150 men we have only 53 left, so you may see what it has been like, but
we have shifted them back further and | think one more go like that iill end th
war. | only hope it will come quickly ....... Now, mother, mind and not werry, as w
are out of all danger now. | must close now, with love to all.

Your ever loving son,
Bert
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One year later the ¥OWorcesters were again involved in heavy fighting, thistimthe Ypres
salient. The 8 Battle of Ypres opened oret3uly 1917, the ¥0Worcesters being in reserve at the
start. It was on 8 August that they came into the front line just to the eastGoéen Wood near
the village of Hollebeke, 6 kms south-east of Ypres. Geshadl-fire and the heavy rain made
trench digging very difficult, the men of theti@Vorcesters had to huddle in water-logged shell-
holes.

For two miserable days and nights the Battalion held thosstipos, fortunately without
great loss. Again there was heavy fighting with both Germends Allied forces taking ground
which would then be re-taken by counter-attack. Fightireddiown on 8 August and during
the evening the 10 Worcesters were relieved and they moved back to supparthes behind
Denny Wood, 3 kms west of Hollebeke.

Unfortunately, it was during this time of being in reservatthambert was killed. Ot "August
he was wounded by a high-explosive shell, he was taken tossidgestation, but his injuries
were so severe that he died the next day. The news of her sals\was broken to Mrs. Bignell
by a letter from Lieut. R. Cooper of her son’s Battalion; Lriainbé been the officer’'s servant.
Lambert was just 20 years of age at his death. He lies buriBdilleul Communal Cemetery
Extension, Nord, France, 14kms south-west of Ypres, near thenBegiar.
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CYRIL BOW

Private, 77063, in teBattalion of the Durham
Light Infantry
21 May 1881
Killed in action in Belgium on26ctober 1917.
Buried in Cement House Cemetery, Langemark, Belgium: Plot 15, Row
D, Grave 24
36
John and Jane Bow
Ada Emily (née Honeybone)
One son known - John Charles, born 1910

Cyril was the son of John and Jane Bow of Potter's Pond nWatler-Edge. He was born
on 2% May 1881. John died when Cyril was still an infant. Cyehdtd the Bluecoat School,
Wotton-under-Edge, between 1888 and 1895 having reacaeda®tl 5. Cyril married Ada Emily
in 1903 and a son, John Charles, was born to the couple io1919y the war Cyril served with
the 7 Battalion of the Durham Light Infantry. This was a PioBe¢talion, attached to the %0
(Northumberland) Division. The Battalion crossed to Francerokdy 1915.

Cyril was killed in action on 230ctober 1917 during the Third Battle of Ypres. @nstober
the 50" Division, with the T D.L.I. went into the line south of the Houthulst Wood. Gyril
family received a letter fromr2Lieut. F. C. Lawrence of the [B.L.I. reporting his death. At
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that time his wife and son were living in
Stonehouse, Gloucestershire. The letter was
printed in theGazett®f 17 November 1917
and is very typical of letters sent from the
front explaining the death of a loved one. It
reads :-

It is with deep regret that | write to
sympathise with you in the loss of your
husband. During the short time he was
with us here we had grown to respect
him for the cheerfulness and courage in
the danger and hardships with which life
out here is filled. Your husband met his
death near the front line in the execution
of very important work and his death
will mean a great loss to his country
and ourselves. Please accept the deep
sympathy of my brother officers and
myself. Believe me,

Yours very sincerely,
F. C. Lawrence
2d Lieut.

Private Bow is buried in Cement House
Cemetery, Langemark, in Plot 15, Row D,
Grave 24. Langemark lies 7 kms north of the
town of Ypres (leper). The cemetery contains
some 3500 allied graves. As well as having his name insoibéae Wotton War Memorial,
Cyril is commemorated on the Stonehouse War Memorial ssstlwhere he was living with
his wife before he went to war. Both on the Stonehouse Mehamthon the Roll of Honour in
Wotton’s Town Hall, Cyril is given the rank of ‘Sapper’isgrvm the Royal Engineers. This is not

necessarily a mistake as he may have served in this Regiefer¢ [pining the Durham Light
Infantry.
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FERGUSON JAMES BOYCE

Rank and Unit:  Trooper, 1701, in the Royal Household Cavalry (Household

Battalion)

Born: 1895

Died: of wounds on 26May 1917.
Buried in Tournai Communal Cemetery Allied Extension, Belgium: Plot
5, Row G, Grave 16

Age: 22

Parents:  Dr. James G. Boyce and Mrs. Augusta Boyce

Ferguson James Boyce was the only son of Dr. James G. Bopemgusid Boyce of The
Chipping, Wotton-under-Edge. He was born in Maidstong, iKel895. The family moved to
Wotton-under-Edge and Ferguson attended Katharine Lakgl®gs Grammar School. Early in
the War, Ferguson enlisted in Cranbrook, Kent, joining testWent Yeomanry with the service
no. 3224. He then transferred to the Royal Household Cawadryoined No.1 Company of the
Household Battalion as a Trooper, no. 1701.

In May 1917 Ferguson’s parents received a letter to say tieat $on had been reported
‘missing’ since 1 May. Then a postcard arrived in July written by Fergusoaydhat he had
been captured by the Germans and was now in a prisoner of wgr ktaGermany. Their relief
must have been tempered with some concern as Ferguson wrateh¢ had been wounded
before capture. On ©®30ctober 1917 th&azettgrinted the sad news that Ferguson had died in
a prisoner of war camp. It is probable that Ferguson had sulzed to his wounds. Ferguson had
in fact died on 26 May and the postcard which he had written did not arrive lutwto months
after his death.

The Germans returned
Trooper Boyce’s body to the
Allies and he was buried in
Belgium in Tournai South
Communal Cemetery, Allied
Extension in Plot 5, Row
G, Grave 16. This cemetery
contains about 700 British
graves. Tournai is a town
approximately 20kms east of]
Lille. As well as having his
name inscribed on Wotton’s
War Memorial, Ferguson Boyc{
is commemorated on the Rol
of Honour plaque in Katharine
Lady Berkeley’s School. Some
time after the war, Dr. & Mrs.
Boyce returned to Kent to live
in Biddenham athe Willows

1%
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PERCIVAL ERNEST BROODBANK

Rank And Unit:  Private, 266142, in thehB&ttalion
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1885 in Woodford, Essex
Died: Killed in action in France od Recember 1917.
Commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial France: Panel 6

Age: 32
Parents: Ernest Alexander and Ellen Maria Broodbank
Wife:  Nellie

Children: One

Percival Ernest Broodbank (Percy) was born in Woodford,i E4886,
the son of Ernest Alexander Broodbank and his wife Ellen Mstrihe
time of Percy’s death in 1917, their address was given as drNpank,
Redland, Bristol. Percy was married to Penelope (Nedmagtime after
Percy’s death, Nellie re-married a Mr. Jones and went to live in Tetbury.

Percy and Nellie were living in Sinwell, Wotton-under-Edgethe
outbreak of the war. Nellie gave birth to a child (gender aahen not
known) about this time. In March 1915, Percy enlisted istdrand
joined the 2/@& Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, being given t
service no. 266142.

Soon after enlisting, Percy was seeing action on the Wektent in
France. In October and November 1917 he spent some time atdmom
leave. Only three weeks after returning from leave Percyposted as
missing. It wasn't until September 1918, about nine monéter lthat Nellie was informed by
letter from the War Office that her husband wagsesumed to have been killed in actiordon 2
December, 1917e family had been hoping that maybe Percy had been taken prisoner.

Percy’s Battalion, the 2/6Gloucesters, had embarked for France ®hN28y 1916 as part of
183 Brigade in the &IDivision. In December 1917 they were taking part in thel@afttCambrai
and were fighting in the Havrincourt Wood area. This sectfdheWestern Front, 8kms south-
west of Cambrai, was part of the Hindenburg Line, a systéaeoman defensive fortifications.
The line was named after the German General, Field MarshaldraHindenburg. ‘Line’ was
perhaps a misnomer as the fortifications extended to a deptlp to 15kms. Included in the
system were ‘Stellung’ strong points festooned with trerschmarbed-wire and firepower. For
further information on the Hindenburg Line see the bdble First World WalPope and Wheal,
published by Macmillan.

The 2/68 Gloucesters War Diary fot dnd 29 December 1917 reads as follows :-
1st December Metz

Battalion bivouacked in Havrincourt Wood. Moved up to the line in the
afternoon and took over the line east of La Vacquerie in and about the
Hindenburg Line.

2d December
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Trenches east of La Vacquerie. Enemy made an attack on one of our saps
about 6 a.m. (part of the Hindenburg Line) with a large party. He drove us
back twice, but local counter attacks recaptured the ground. About 6.30 a.m.
the enemy attacked again with a large party, gained and held the sap owing
to our supply of bombs having run out.

About 2 p.m. after a heavy barrage the enemy attacked with large forces on a
fairly wide front bombing down trenches and attacking across the open. We
were forced to retire about 300 yards. Counter attacks were made to drive the
enemy back but without success. Battalion Headquarters was captured during
this attack, the Commanding Officer being hit and believed to have been taken
prisoner. At night several attacks were made on our new positions, but all
were repulsed.

It was during this fighting that Percy was killed. His bodysweever recovered from the
battlefield and so he is commemorated on the Cambrai Meimarmphotograph of Percy appeared
in the Bristol Times & Mirrof Bt April 1916.

36



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

13
FRANCIS CHARLES BROWN

Rank and Unit:  Private, TF/242337Battalion Middlesex Regiment

Born: 1886

Died: Killed in action in Belgium on"August 1917
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium: Panels 113 to
115

Age: 30

Parents: James and Elizabeth Brown
Wife:  Georgina Eleanor Brown
Child:  Frances

Although Francis Brown (also known as Frank) has his namagbied on Wotton's War
Memorial, | have been unable to find what the Wotton conoactvas, although it is possible
that his work brought him to Wotton. It is interesting to ndteat Frank’s name also appears on
two other Gloucestershire memorials. One in Thornburgrevit can be found in the porch of
the Parish Church, and the other at Berkeley, again, in thehRahurch. There is yet another
Gloucestershire town which Francis had a link with. Whenhgerial War Graves Commission
(now called the Commonwealth War Graves Commission) askianily details on Frank, his
wife’s address was given as Parsonage Street, Dursley.

Francis Charles Brown was born in 1886, the son of Jamesizatzbtl Brown oBlack Hall
Berkeley. He lived with his parents up until his marriage éorGina Eleanor Young in 1913. A
daughter was born to Georgina and Frank before he joined the Army.

Frank enlisted in Bristol, joining theh 8attalion (Territorial Force) of the Middlesex Regiment,
with the no. TF /242337. This Battalion, which was formeduimblow on # August 1914, right
at the beginning of the war, saw a short period of service lmaBar before crossing to France,
landing at Le Havre ontlMarch 1915. The Battalion formed part of &igade in 28 Division.

The publicatiorsoldiers Died in the Great $tites that Frank was killed in action orr#sugust
1917. At that time the®®8Battalion were fighting in the Ypres Salient in Belgitaking part in
the infamous 3 battle of Ypres. They had now transferred tohBrigade of the 36 Division.
Everard Wyrall in his bookhe Die Hards in the Great (i Middlesex Regiment) describes the
action of the 8 Battalion on the day that Frank was killed :-

At least a dozen German aeroplanes were in the air abodéetfexMome flying
low down and machine-gunning the troops as they cnodbbgdgosts. One was
brought down by Lewis-gunfire. At 1pm the enemy gunfirepeméte Middlesex
heavily and many casualties were suffered. This fire contiin®em.unt

Frank was killed on the eastern edge of Nonne Boschen Wqwdxiapately 7kms east of
Ypres. Frank’s body was not recovered after the battle aind $s commemorated on the Tyne
Cot Memorial to the Missing, Panels 113 to 115.
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GEORGE BURFORD

Rank and Unit:  Private, 204596, in theBattalion Hampshire
Regiment
Born: 1883
Died: of wounds in France ot September 1918.
Buried in Arneke Cemetery France: Plot 8, Row A, Grave 13
Age: 35
Parents:  William Blizzard and Jane Burford
Wife:  Frances

George Burford was the fourth child born to William BlizZBuwiford (baker and dairyman)
and Jane Burford @&inwell FarmWotton-under-Edge. William was born in Wotton, Jane in
Nettleton, Wiltshire. First born of their children was Agythen followed Owen, Herbert, George
and Griffin. As a young man George was a member of the BdpiisthGn Wotton. He married
a young lady named Frances, who was probably from Stow-on-the-Wold.

George first enlisted in the West Somerset Yeomanry wherabdiwing in Sidmouth. At some
stage he transferred to the Hampshire Regiment, enlistingxminster and joining the 2
Battalion, service no. 204596. TheRattalion fought bravely in the Gallipoli campaign, ibig
not known if George was serving with them then.

In August 1918 the British Army were advancing on a wide frolatance and regaining all the
territory they had lost during the German Spring Offensie.3@ August the ® Hampshires,
part of 86" Brigade in 29 Division were advancing well beyond Bailleul, into Behgand not
meeting much German opposition; in fact fires could be se#reidistance, suggesting a retreat.
The advance continued over the next few days. Howevet @egtember the 88Brigade, now
in the Ploegsteert Wood area, in the southern sector offfires salient, began to meet much
stiffer opposition. The enemy, now holding large cratersught up many machine guns and in
front of their line thick belts of uncut wire helped to hold up the attackers.

It was here that the 2 Hampshires lost many men, 2 officers and 34 men killedicéisfand
140 men wounded. It was probably as a result of this actionddeptember that George Burford
was wounded. He was taken back to a base field hospital@ntetr and it was here that he died
on the &, aged 35. George was buried in Arneke Cemetery, Plot 8 RaweAl&and is the only
man from the regiment to be buried in this cemetery. Arnska village approximately 13kms
north-east of St. Omer.

TheGazettef 14" September 1918 carried a headline referring to George’s death :-
ANOTHER WOTTON SOLDIER FALLS IN ACTION.

In fact George had become the™@¥otton serviceman to die in the war. George’s wife Frances
received the news whilst living iRine Hous&tow-on-the-Wold, probably her parents’ home.
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WILLIAM LEWIS BUTCHER

Rank and Unit:  Private, 9852, in theRattalion Gloucestershire

Regiment

Born: % June 1894

Died: Killed in action in Belgium on"iBlay 1915.
Buried in Sanctuary Wood Cemetery, Zillebeke, Belgium: Plot 4, Row F,
Grave 17

Age: 20

Father:  David Butcher

William Butcher was born in Wotton-under-Edge #nJane 1894, the son of David Butcher of
Sinwell. William attended the British School and then timmed to the Bluecoat School ont21
September 1903, leaving or"2lune 1907 at the age of 13.

In May 1913 William enlisted as a regular soldier in Bristibh the service number of 9852.
He first joined the st Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment. Soon aftesutieeak of war,
William was drafted to France onflBugust. Not long after he was transferred to theBattalion.

On 4 April 1915 the 2 Battalion marched to
Ypres from Dickebush, 7 kms to the south-west,

and for the next month or so they saw action in
and around Ypres. Ypres, an old Flemish town,
was a very important strategic centre, standing
in the centre of a large salient (bulge) into the
German lines. The land surrounding Ypres is
extremely flat. Encircling the salient is a ridge,
and it was on this ridge that the Germans
encamped for most of the war. If the German
army could take Ypres, then the way was open
for them to control the Channel ports. Apart
from just three days in October 1914, soon after
the start of the war, the Germans were never to
take Ypres for the rest of the war, no matter how
hard they tried.

On 224 April 1915 the Germans attacked Ypres
again, in what became known as the Second
Battle of Ypres. For the first time in the war the
Germans released poison gas, just to the north of
the city. The Battle ended ont2May, with the
Allies having to give up much of the ground in
the salient.

The 24 Gloucesters’ Battalion Diary far Rlay
1915 records a day of heavy fighting in 8téling
Castlarea of the salient, just 7 kms south-east of
Ypres. It states :-
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1 officer was killed, 3 officers wounded, 1 officer missing, 39 other ranks
killed, 93 wounded and 8 missing.

In all probability this was the action in which William wadléd. The Diary for 10 May
contains no reports of Battalion losses.

William is buried in Sanctuary Wood Cemetery, Zillebekgiuin, Plot 4, Row F, Grave 17. The
cemetery lies just 5kms south-east of Ypres and contains over 18d0gadlves.

TheGazettof 12" May 1917 contains the followinp Memorianmessage :-

In loving memory of Pte. William Butcher who was killee ddMay 1915.
From his loving father and sister. (Nellie)

Sleep on dear Will, in that far off grave,
A grave we may never see,
But as long as life and memory last,
We will remember thee.

Similar insertions can be found for later years.
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AMBROSE BUTLER

Rank and Unit:  Private, 240076, in thetBattalion of the

Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry

Born: 12 June 1896

Died: of wounds in France ors3llarch 1918.
Buried in St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France: Plot 9, Row G,
Grave 10B

Age: 21

Parents: James and Amelia Butler

Ambrose Butler was born ont1dune 1896, the son of James, general
labourer, and Amelia Butler. James hailed from CromhdlAarelia from
Eastington. Ambrose was one of five boys born to James anliiaAme
George was born in 1883, Percy in 1892, William in 1898 aneySiu
1900, unfortunately William died aged only six. At the tirh&mbrose’s
birth the family lived in Coombe Road, Holywell, Wotton-usieldge, but
at some stage they moved Tdhe Clouth Wotton. Ambrose attended the
National Infants School and afterwards the Bluecoat School.

In the Bristol Times & Mirrof Xt April 1916 a photograph of Ambrose
appeared with the captionGloucestershire Regimemiderneath. This
may have been a mistake, but if not, then Ambrose must hamsf&naed
regiments at some stage as all other references state thaehed in
the Ox. & Bucks. Light Infantry. He enlisted in thet Battalion of the
Regiment in Wotton, service no. 240076. The Battalion wasébat Aylesbury in September
1914 as a Territorial Force. They trained in various platdading Northampton, Chelmsford
and Salisbury. Forming part of 18Brigade in the 61Division they sailed for France, landing at
Le Havre on 26May 1916. Ambrose crossed to France with a draft of men Aboubnths later.

On Wednesday, ®7April 1918, during a period of German offensives on theéwesront,
James and Amelia received the sad news that Ambrose hadf diedirads on the last day of
March, he was 21 years of age. It is likely that Ambrose diadRiouen hospital as he is buried
in one of that town’s cemeteries - St. Sever Cemetery kotiems Plot 9, Row G, Grave 10B.
Ambrose’s brother, George, serving in the Royal Army Mé&Zhcps, was badly gassed in France
only a month before Ambrose died and was taken to a hospital in Cardrgdtnent.
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ALFRED WILLIAM BYE

Rank and Unit:  Stoker in the Royal Navy
Born: 19 August 1897
Parents: Charles and Anne Bye
Siblings  Florence Lizzie, born ~1892, Alice, born ~1899, Eliza, born ~1903,
Henry George, born ~1904, Ernest, born ~1908

| have been unable to find any information on the militaryeearof Alfred Bye. However,
we do have a few personal details. Charles and Anne Byelg faved at the OIld Brick Yard,
Wotton-under-Edge. They had six children - FlorencedARiee, Eliza, Henry and Ernest. Alfred
attended the British School in Wotton fromth28ugust 1904 until 22 December 1910. After

leaving school Alfred became a farm hand. If Alfred died iw#net is unusual for his death not
to be mentioned in th&azette

It is interesting to note that according to the Commonwedlthr Graves Commission Registers
for the 24 World War, an Alfred William Bye, Petty Officer Stokaricgeno. P/K 59924 serving on
HMS Cairdied on 12 August 1942, aged 41. He was the son of Sarah Bye of Aldeespshire.
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ALFRED GEORGE CANDY

Rank and Unit;
Born:
Died:

Age:
Father:

Wife:

Children:

Private, 202628, in theBattalion
Gloucestershire Regiment
1885 in Berkeley
of heart failure in a German Prisoner of War Campto8d@ember
1918. Buried in Terlincthun British Cemetery, France: Plot 16, Row F,
Grave 22
33
William Candy
Elizabeth May
Amy Rose and John William

George (as he was known) was one of five children of Williachy@ad his wife. He was born
in Berkeley in 1885. George worked for Mr. Rowland as a tedoefore joining the Army. On
28" November 1908 George married Elizabeth May Jacksoni@idFdlhey were to have two
children, John William and Amy Rose. At the time of his erdist in the Army in early 1916,
George and Elizabeth were living at 5 Gloucester Row, Wottder-Edge. George joined the 1
Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, service 0@8%He was then transferred to thet®/4
Gloucesters, with the n0.20318. Yet another change cathenother transfer, this time to the

Gloucesters't8Battalion.

George was wounded and gassed whilst serving on the Wdsten, early in 1915. He was
sent back to England to recover and returned to France on Gidag.fon 10 April George was
posted as missing. Not long afterwards Elizabeth receiaddafrom her husband stating that
he was a prisoner of war in Germany. George died in Remiddbspital in Germany on ©3
September 1918 from ‘heart weakness’, possibly as a résiét gas damage he had received. He
was interred in Charleville Cemetery, Germany but at soage ¢tis body was removed to France
and he now lies in Terlincthun British Cemetery, Boulogne, PlobdasRGrave 22.

Elizabeth had an agonising wait of six months before beiliy to
that George was dead. George’s last letter to her had be#pnvri
the previous August, when he mentioned that he was in a weak
condition. George was just 33 years of age when he died.mdter
death Elizabeth received a letter from the Ministry of Revssiit
reads as follows :-

Madam,
The Minister of Pensions has heard with regret of the death
of your husband in the War and | am directed to offer his
sympathy with you in your loss. To assist you in meeting
any extra expense which may fall upon you in consequence
of your bereavement, the sum of £7 will be paid to you at the
Post Office upon presenting the enclosed Identity Certificate
The question of your pension will be settled in due course,
| am madam,
Your Obedient Servant,
J. A. Flynn
Secretary

The pension paid to Elizabeth amounted to £2 : 4s: 2d per week.
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George’s daughter Amy Rose, whom | met in 1999, and who bagiga, told me that her mother
struggled to bring up her and her brother John on her own. dadthin 1994 aged 78; he was then
living in Swindon. Amy Rose Owen lived in North Nibley wathhusband for many years before
moving to Old Town, Wotton. Mrs. Owen was proud to have in bgsgssion her father's War
Medals. Alfred George Candy’s name appears on the TdbeZhacch Roll of Honour as well as
on Wotton’s War Memorial.
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FRANCIS WILFRED CANDY

Rank and Unit:  Private, 9629, in theBhttalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born:  in Kingswood on 2&®ecember 1893
Died: Killed in action in France oh April 1915.
Commemorated on Le Touret Memorial, France: Panel 17
Age: 21
Parents:  Albert and Julia Candy (née Neale)

Francis was born in the village of Kingswood, near Wottaretsdge,
on 28 December 1893. He was the son of Albert and Julia Candy. Albe
pre-deceased his son in September 1907 at the age of 42 veheanhi
Francis, was just 14. Whilst living in Kingswood Francisnakd the
village school. By 1902 the family had moved to Bradley Strédétton.
Francis attended the British School betwetrS@ptember 1902 and18
January 1907. After leaving school he worked for Tubbis-Ke@o. in one
of the local mills.

Francis enlisted as a regular soldier in Bristol in 1918ing the
Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 963a8cis arrived
in France with his Battalion soon after the outbreak of wafaat only
nine days after. Francis survived the early battles, utitingril 1915 at
1.30 a.m. when he was killed whilst on sentry duty. This oecunear
Givenchy, about 3 kms west of the town of La BasséestTleucesters held this part of the Front
Line for about 10 months in 1915. It is interesting to read the Battalion Diamy fer 1st April.

“Germans shouting and singing for Bismarck’s birthday. Saxons to our front
put up notice to say Hindenburg was coming with 500,000 men.”

There is every possibility that Francis was buried, withrbmains being lost due to further
fighting. He is commemorated on the Le Touret MemoriaglR&. This Memorial to the Missing
from the Battles of La Bassée, Neuve Chapelle, Aubers RidgsetabdrEin 1914-1915 lies a few
kms north-east of the town of Béthune.

There is a mistake on the Wotton-under-Edge War Memotigenyou will see ‘M.M.’ after
Francis’s name. M.M. of course stands for Military Meda.aWard was given to N.C.Os. and
other ranks from March 1916 onwards. Since Francis died5h#could not have been awarded
the M.M. (the medal was not awarded retrospectively). Isssiple that the engraver mistakenly
added M.M. after Francis’s name, when he meant to placeit\3fitliam Exell, whose name is
exactly opposite? Not wanting to score the name out and 8pothblet, did he allow the mistake
to remain? As well as being commemorated on the town War KMainerancis's name appears
on the Tabernacle Church Roll of Honour and on the War fidéetoWinterbourne, near Bristol.
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ALBERT THOMAS CHAPPELL

Rank and Unit:  Private, G/21642, in th&attalion Queen's Own

Royal West Kent Regiment

Born: 28 September 1893 at Tresham near Wotton-under-Edge

Died: of pneumonia in hospital in France sib&cember 1918.
Buried in Caudry British Cemetery France: Plot 11, Row D, Grave 28

Age: 25

Parents:  Albert James and Kate Elizabeth Chappell
Wife:  Georgina
Child:  Lewis

Albert Thomas Chappell was born onhZBeptember 1893 in Tresham, near Wotton-under-
Edge, to Albert James and Kate Elizabeth Chappell. Herreatlgonamed as ‘H. Chappell’ on the
Wotton War Memorial, but correctly named on the Roll ofadoboards in the Town Hall. Before
joining the Army, ‘Bert’, as he was known, was employed by Mr. Burford onllStawa.

Bert enlisted in Bristol in 1916 into the GloucestersRegiment, service no. 204063. He saw a
great deal of fighting in 1917 and 1918 on the Western FAdisiome stage in 1918 he transferred
to the Xt Battalion of the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regimei@/21642. Bert served with
this Battalion right through to the Armistice ont*1November 1918, but fell ill in France soon
after. TheDursley Gazeté 14" December 1918 carried an account of his death as repori&d by
Nurse Ruck :-

Death of Pte. Bert Chappell of Wotton-under-Edge
An Influenza Victim

The sad news reached Wotton-under-Edge on Saetd&ynber of the death in
hospital in France of Pte. Albert Chappell of the YWResgkeent. His wife, who
had received previous intimation of his illness, réoeif@tbwing letter from a
nurse :-

Dear Mrs. Chappell,

| am so sorry to write and tell you that your dear husbartthsmieen lying at
this hospital since thed28ovember passed away onstigetember at 5.5 a.m.
He was brought here suffering from influenza which aaeddlly pneumonia
and though everything possible was done to aid his rdéwovapydly became
worse and died on the It seems so hard that though the fighting is over we are
losing our brave men by this terrible epidemic ofaaflufsel so sorry for you and
can only offer you my sincere sympathy in your great Yowo dear husband
was laid to rest in the cemetery near Caudry and a dtievittrchis name and
regiment mark his last resting place. | expect the chdplanite to you also.

I am,

Yours faithfully,
M. E. Ruck
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The influenza pandemic killed an estimated 70 million peewridwide in 1918-1919. The
American Army lost more men to influenza than were killed in battle.

Bert Chappell was 25 years old, he left a wife - Georgina naimdaat son, Lewis. Bert was
buried in Caudry British Cemetery, Nord, France, Ploto¥il,[R Grave 28. Caudry is a large
village, 10 kms east of Cambrai, on the south side of tltktooke Cateau. Georgina remarried a
Mr. Young and they had two sons - George and Archie. Bert wasldemof Sinwell Chapel and
is commemorated on a Memorial tablet there.
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EDWARD VICTOR CLISSOLD

Rank and Unit:  Private, G. 17073, in theBRattalion Royal Sussex
Regiment
Born: 17 August 1898 in Thornbury
Died: Killed in action in Belgium on?8eptember 1917.
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium
Age: 19
Parents:  Edward and Alice Clissold

Edward Victor Clissold was the eldest son of Edward and@llgsold o he Glaziers Arntise
Steep (Ludgate Hill), Wotton-under-Edge. Edward seniedi@as a Police Constable but died at
a young age. He had served at Fairford and Didmarton beforagno Wotton. Edward Victor
was born in Thornbury on ®7August 1898; his younger brother Archie was born in 196forVi
Clissold (as he was known) attended the Bluecoat Scho@%oAugust 1905 until 25July 1907
when the family moved to live in Thornbury.

After finishing his schooling Victor worked for the Post €@ffand was working in Crumlin,
Monmouthshire, when he joined the Army in February 1917st]8 years of age. Victor first
served in the Warwickshire Regiment but was quite soon tesresil to the Royal Sussex Regiment,
where he joined the 2(2¢ Southdown) Battalion, regimental no. G. 17073.

The 12 Battalion of the Sussex Regiment formed part of Bégade in 39 Division. In
September 1917 they were taking part in tieeB&ttle of Ypres. Thgazett®f 15" December 1917
carried a copy of a letter, which had been sent to Victor'sierott was from Capt. W. Jack Fast of
the Sussex Regiment; it included the following :-

“Victor was killed instantly by a piece of shell and died without saying a word,
and without any suffering. Killed in the ‘Tower Hamlets’ sector and buried in
the vicinity.”
Tower Hamlets, on a ridge 5 kms east of the town of Ypres, ®asman strong point, having
a mass of concrete dugouts and pillboxes. The Battaliogy Btes that on 24 September there
was extremely heavy German shelling on that day

Victor’s grave was lost during further fighting, so he is oiemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial
to the Missing in Tyne Cot Cemetery. The cemetery lies&arth-east of Ypres and near the
village of Passchendaele. Victor, one of Wotton’s yotingasto die in the war, was just 19 years
and one month old. The Roll of Honour in Wotton’s Town Had§d/ictor’s regiment as the Royal
Warwicks, not the Royal Sussex in which he was serving when he died.
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FREDERICK COOPER

Rank and Unit:  Private, 17413, in theBattalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born: 8 January 1884 in North Nibley
Died: of wounds on ¥8Viay 1915 in a Boulogne Hospital.
Buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery: Plot 8, Row D, Grave 18
Age: 31
Parents:  Frederick Cooper. Mother’'s name not known.

Frederick was born in North Nibley ot 8
January 1884, the eldest of three boys. He
attended the British School in Wotton-under-
Edge and transferred to the Bluecoat School
on 13 March 1893. He remained at that
school until 28" October 1896 when he was
in Standard 3.

Frederick enlisted in the Army in Bristol in
January 1915, joining thedBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment, service no.17413.
Frederick was drafted to France ot 2%arch
1915 and survived less than two months,
being wounded in battle. From the fighting
on the Front Line he was taken back to a
hospital in Boulogne where he succumbed
from his wounds on ¥8May 1915. Frederick
is buried in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, Plot
8, Row D, Grave 18.

It would appear that Frederick’s father, also
named Frederick, predeceased his son as an
‘In Memoriaimnotice in the Gazettefor the
17 May 1916 reads as follows In loving
memory of Pte. F. E. Cooper, died of wounds May
18" 1915. From his ever loving mother, sister
and brothers (Wotton-under-Edde)ve been
unable to trace Frederick’'s mother's name.
Frederick had two younger brothers - William
and Thomas. The Pte. W. J. Cooper of the Army
Service Corps, whose name appears on the list of men froroiWatb served in the First World
War, found on the Roll of Honour in the Town Hall, is likelpe William, Frederick’s brother.
| have also been unable to trace Frederick’s sister’s naegeriek is commemorated on the
Tabernacle Church Roll of Honour as well as on the town’s War Memorial
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ALBERT EDWARD CORNOCK

Rank and Unit:  Private, 15531, in thé Battalion

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 1879

Died: of phthisis at Cranham Sanatorium, Gloucestershiré épr@d 1919.
Buried in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wotton-under-Edge

Age: 40

Father:  John Cornock
Wife:  Bessie
Child:  Albert Edward

Albert was the son of John Cornock. | have been unable tchisag®ther's name and it has
not been possible to find out about Albert’s life before e the Army. We do know that in
1903 Albert married Bessie when he was 24 years of age. Aseamaated Albert Edward was
born to the couple in 1915.

Albert enlisted in the Army soon after the outbreak of war, 8nhNovember 1914. Given the
service no. 15531, he joined the"Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment. He was dir&dte
France with his Battalion on"August 1915. He served for eighteen months on the Westant) F
acting as a stretcher-bearer. Albert was discharged
from the Army on 18 February 1917 and returned to
England.

For the next two years Albert suffered from poor
health and finally died from phthisis (tuberculosis) in
Cranham Sanatorium, Gloucestershire at the age of 40.
Albert was buried in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wotton-
under-Edge. Albert’s grave, like most Commonwealth
war graves, has a headstone made out of white Portland
stone. The family chose the inscriptiofGreater love
hath no manto go onto the headstone.
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ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER CORNOCK

Rank and Unit:  Sergeant, 8540, in théattalion Border Regiment
Born: 9 May 1889 in Coombe, Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action on ®May 1915 on the Gallipoli Peninsula.

Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli
Age: 26
Parents:  Ruth and Charles Cornock
Wife:  Eveline (née Ostle)

Archibald Alexander Cornock, usually known as
‘Archie’, was the ¥8of the 14 children born to Ruth
and Charles Cornock of Valley Road, Wotton-under-
Edge. Archie was born in Coombe, Wotton, bn 9
May 1889. Charles worked as a brewer’s drayman in
the Coombe Valley Brewery. Before her marriage to
Charles, Ruth lived in the family home in Kingswood.

Archie attended school in Wotton and at the
young age of 17 enlisted in the Army, joining the 1
Battalion of the Border Regiment, service no. 8540.
Whilstinthe Army Archie married a girl from Carlisle
named Eveline Ostle. The couple must have met in
Eveline’s home town which housed the Regimental
Headquarters of the Border Regiment. Archie saw
much service with the Regiment, including tours in
Burma and India, where he was promoted Sergeant.
Archie was a fine athlete, particularly enjoying
boxing, a sport in which he gained great distinction,
winning several silver cups and medals in the
Regimental tournaments.

The % Battalion, Border Regiment along with
other units of the 87 Brigade in 29 Division
embarked at Avonmouth on fi7March 1915. At
5.30 p.m. they set sail in thendanaand Duke of
Edinburghall on board having a good idea that their

destination would be the Dardanelles, where they wouldl loé rest of the Allied Forces to try to
eject the Turks from the Gallipoli Peninsula and proceed &igdinople (Istanbul).

Malta was reached on®March and Alexandria on thet28raining in beach landings was the
main activity over the next few days. Orih1@pril they left Alexandria and anchored in Mudros
Bay on the Greek island of Lemnos on the Mbre training took place at Mudros, including
getting up rope ladders and landing from boats. The Batta#led for the Dardanelles ont24

April.

The troops landed at ‘X’ beach, near the southern tip of #igp@i Peninsula, at 7.15 a.m. on
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the 25" without serious opposition. However, they encountereztrsiopposition as they scaled
the cliffs. The cliff top was gained and a distance of apprately 500 metres was made during
the day but with the loss of a number of troops. There was figgbéing during the night, but
finally the Turks had to draw away. The'2td 27 were quiet days. The 2&aw heavy fighting
in the Krithia area of the Peninsula. During the day th@&4ttalion lost 4 officers and 28 other
ranks killed, 5 officers and 131 N.C.Os. and men woundexlighihef the 28/29" passed quietly.
During daylight hours on the 22he Turks shelled the British positions very heavightly nine
reinforcement troops arrived to help the Battalion.

On the morning of 30April the Battalion were withdrawn and sent back to 'Y’ Ibaaaeserve.
They then spent 48 hours in comparative quiet. @nviay the Battalion were ordered to join
front line positions in the direction of Achi Baba Peak. lf@next 24 hours the Turks kept up a
fearful bombardment, obviously trying to break through thia British line. At dawn on"8May
the Battalion counter-attacked, supported by the Roysiliers and the South Wales Borderers.
However, the advance failed and the Battalion was ordered back to Gulty Bea

Over the next five days thet Battalion, Border Regiment helped the Allied Forces tanadv
their front line, but again suffered a number of casualtgegg. Archie Cornock had come through
all the fighting unscathed, but, ironically, ontl#ay, when the Battalion were in reserve near
‘X’ beach he was killed, possibly by a stray shell. Archiebweed, but probably because of
further fighting his body was lost and so he is commemoratethe Helles Memorial. In Carlisle
Cathedral there is a chapel to the Border Regiment; it scaBook of Remembrance to the men
of the Regiment who fell in the First World War and Sgt. Aadtii€ornock’s name is included.
Two of Archie’s brothers also died in the War - Ralph (no. 26) below and Sidi2&y.(no
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ERNEST C. CORNOCK

Rank and Unit:  Able Seaman, J./23989, in the Royal Navy
Born: 1896
Died: in Stroud on ¥4April 1919.
Buried in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wotton-under-Edge
Age: 22
Parents:  Charles and Millicent Cornock

Ernest Cornock was the eldest son of Charles and Millioenbek of Valley Road, Wotton-
under-Edge, and the grandson of Charles and Ruth Cornoekt #as born in 1896. As a young
man Ernest joined the Scouts movement, one of the first Wditys to do so. He was also a
chorister in St. Mary’s Church, Wotton. Ernest joinedRlogal Navy at the young age of 15,
service no. J./23989. He completed a seven year stint imathye Which included service right
through the war. He served on at least two
ships -HMS Lignwhich took part in the
Battle of JutlandHMS Lizardnd on the
shore stationHMS Vivid

Early in 1919 Ernest was discharged from
the Navy on medical grounds, suffering
from a throat malady. He was taken to
Cashes Green Sanatorium, Stroud, but he
did not recover from his illness, dying of
pneumonia on 14 April. Ernest’s body was
brought back to Wotton and he was buried
in St. Mary’s Churchyard on Saturday? 19
April. According to theGazettereport of
the funeral in its 29 April edition, it was
very impressive. The report stated that
a large number of people attended, the
coffin being shrouded with the Union flag.
Six Naval men acted as bearers - H. Cartsg
W. Dixon, W. Knight, S. Peglar, D. Portloc
and W. Wheeler. The Rev. F. C. Blagk
officiated. This must have been a very sad
day, not only for Ernest’s parents, but also
for his grandparents; they had lost three
sons in the war and now their 22 year old
grandson had also died. No other family
in Wotton could have been hit so badly in
so short a time. There is a photograph of
Ernest in theBristol Times & Mirrof Xt
April 1916.

AN =
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ERNEST RALPH CORNOCK

Rank and Unit:  Petty Officer, C.G.142188, in the Royal Navy

Born:  2& June 1871

Died: Killed in action oHMS Monmoutt the Battle of Coronelst1l
November 1914.
Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial

Age: 43

Parents: Charles and Ruth Cornock
Wife:  Mary Rosina (née Ferris)
Children:  Flossie Alice, Hilda Annie, Elsie Hannah and Dorothy Violet

Ernest Ralph Cornock, always known as ‘Ralph’, was the eldies 14 children of Charles and
Ruth Cornock of Valley Road, Wotton-under-Edge. He wasib@ June 1871. Ralph married
Mary Rosina Ferris in Hillesley orih2Dctober 1898. Mary hailed from Kilcott, a hamlet close to
Hillesley. On marrying, Ralph and Mary set up honlesiBassé&eottage, Potters Pond, Wotton-
under-Edgel.a Basségan interesting name as it is a town on the France-Belgarder and was
a centre of hostilities during the First World War. They werieave four children - all girls. First
born on & December 1899 was Flossie Alice, then followed Hilda ,Amnreon 17 August 1903,
Elsie Hannah was the next born and finally Dorothy Violet.

Ralph joined the Navy in 1887 at the age of 15, service nd4Z188. He first served as a
coast-guardsman in Padstow and Cadgwith in Cornwall. iRRlagph died in 1914 he had served
altogether 27 years; for this service he was awarded the Sengice and Good Conduct Medal.
At the time of his death Ralph was a Petty Officer aboard thewaed cruisetrHMS Monmouth
This ship of the ‘County’ Class, built in Glasgow, laid dowgust 1899 and completed in 1903,
normally displaced 9,800 tons and could reach a speed ofo2¢ @he carried fourteen 6 inch
guns whose maximum range was 1,200 yards.

On 3 November 1914 th®lonmouthalong with other ships of the British Cruiser Squadron,
patrolling the Chilean coast of South America and lookinG&man trade raiders, encountered
the German China Squadron, led by the skilful commander w&#dbnaf Von Spee. The British
Squadron was led by Vice-Admiral Christopher Craddock. @ineafs ships enjoyed both a
tactical and a numerical advantage - so great indeed, tieagtiestion has been asked ever since,
why Craddock chose to engage them. Their two heavy cruanrarnhorsaind Gueisenaboth
crack gunnery vessels, caught CraddoGided Hopehis Flagship - anslonmouthsilhouetted
against the sunset off Cape Coronel. The three light csuisattendancel.eipzigDresdemand
Nurnbergutterly overwhelmed the British cruis&lasgovand armoured merchantmadtranto
All was over within an houtGood Hopand Monmouthwere sunk with no survivors, 900 men
going down with theGood Hopéncluding Craddock and 690 with thenmouthincluding Ralph
Cornock. Glasgow escaped by the skin of her te¢thntchad been sent away at the outset of the
action. Von Spee’s victory was complete, a deep injury headdmme to British pride and prestige.
All the gallant seamen who went down with their ships are canmrated on Britain’s three
great Naval war memorials at Plymouth, Portsmouth andh@ha Ralph is commemorated on
the Plymouth Memorial.

This moving'In Memoriamhotice was placed in th&azetten 6" November 1920 by Ruth
Cornock, now widowed, in memory of her son Ralph :-
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Cornock
In sacred memory of my eldest son Ralph who went down

on the Monmouth NovembBéi914 with many other brave
Bluejacks, defending the British flag as they sank beneath a

sailor’s grave.
They lie where pearls lie deep

Mother
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SIDNEY CORNOCK

Rank and Unit:  Private, 18310, in thé Battalion

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 3% August 1883 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action in France ort"A3ctober 1916.
Buried in Serre Road Cemetery No.1, Beaumont Hamel,
France: Plot 8, Row, C Grave 21

Age: 33

Parents:  Ruth and Charles Cornock
Wife:  Agnes Maud (née Wilcox)
Children:  Muriel Eleanor and Maurice Osborne Sidney

Sidney was the 10child of Charles and Ruth Cornock of Valley Road, Wotter-&uge.
Altogether they reared 14 children. Sidney was born in Waito33t August 1883. After attending
a private school, Sidney entered the Bluecoat School in Wait@%t April 1890 and left on"®
September 1896. One of Sidney’s first jobs on leaving scasalsna decorator and paper hanger,
in the employment of Mr. R. Cook, later transferring to Medsten Jotcham and Son in a similar
capacity. At a later stage Sidney worked for the Prudential Assuranpai@oim Berkeley.

Round about this time Sidney married Agnes Maud Wilcox &fiéamn, Gloucestershire and
they moved to Church Lane, off High Street in Berkekey. Aldoen were born to Sidney and
Agnes, Muriel Eleanor and Maurice Osborne Sidney. Mand@@sdorne were the names of two
of Sidney’s brothers.

In February 1916, along with two of his brothers, Maurice Bedton, Sidney enlisted in
Cinderford and was drafted into thet1Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment and was given
the service no. 18310. This Battalion was a Pioneer Baitediged in Malvern by Lieut. Col. H.
Webb M.P. in December 1914 and known as the Forest of Deaer®idtany of the men were
Forest of Dean miners. In August 1915 the Battalion movedriohéster and in September to
Aldershot. In November there was another move, this time itteYMn Surrey. In March 1916
the Battalion landed in France. Theh13loucesters formed part oft8®ivision, a New Army
Division. This Division and the'l&loucesters in particular were to become involved in aoaim
of actions on the Western Front.

In August 1916 the 39Division moved down to the Somme area, an area that hadssesn
of the heaviest fighting in the war to date, including theamfous attack by the Allies ost July
1916 in which the British Army sustained 60,000 casualiies.13 Gloucesters headed for the
Thiepval sector of the Somme Battlefield. In a letterehtmniis wife Agnes, Sidney gives a brief
description of trench warfare...

“I am quite well after our terrible experience Thursday night we weahthésegot
there about one and had to wait till orders we had to hold the first linesfarench
about four hours Well my darling | can'’t tell you too much foreesaojitegned but |
never want to witness anything else like it but we must be thankful ar@qutdgrt
bringing me through such a horrible experience Wellimgyi @anl glad to tell you Newt
(Sidney’s brother Newton) and Maurice is quite alright exceptatypwoor old Newt he
was crying like a child when we got back to our billets...”

On 24 October the 1B Battalion were in the front line attacking the enemy in tleév8aben
Redoubtarea near Thiepval. This was a massive Germacetan containing trenches, command
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posts, telephone exchanges and underground shell-prottesheThe officer commanding ‘C’
Company of the ¥8Gloucesters, Major R. Howman, in a letter to Agnes, Hedchiow Sidney
was killed in this action :-

“At the time we were leaving the trenches and were heavily shelled it .tneay
shell landed in the trench killing several men, amongst whom walsayalrLuckily

he did not suffer, as he was killed instantly. | am sorry to say he wag tugrieal la
party of men on to them at once, and they were buried behind the trench.”

Newton was injured by the shell which killed his brother. Meamanaged to avoid any injury,
but did see his brother killed. Both Newton and Maurice seds/the war. After the war Agnes
wrote several times to the Imperial War Graves Commission @alled the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission) to try to find out exactly where $idwas buried. Finally, she got the
answer on 18 March 1924, over seven years after Sidney’s death. Herexsract of a letter she
received from the Commission :-

“Private Cornock was reported to have been buried with severeoshar sslubt
which was known as Tank Street at Thiepval. In the course of the oxong theem
bodies of the soldiers buried in isolated and scattered graveghiboloehoad to
cemeteries, the graves of these soldiers were found, and tiseiwhechdiave been
identified by an examination of effects recovered from one &sthealvecbeen
reburied in Serre Road Cemetery, No. 1, Hebutere, nortiPlat Albedw C, Grave 21,
in order to ensure the permanent and suitable maintenance of'the grave.

Serre Road, No. 1 is a large cemetery containing 2,412 gia28f the men are unidentified.
On the anniversary of Sidney’s death? 2Xctober 1924, ain Memorianmotice appeared in the
Gazetteit read as follows :-

Cornock

In ever loving memory of my dear husband, Pte. Sidney Cornock,
who was killed at Thiepval in France orttiefsber 1916.

Rest on beloved and take the rest,
We loved thee well, but Jesus loved thee best.
Gone, but ever mourned by his sorrowing wife and children...R.1.P.

Sidney is commemorated on the Berkeley Roll of Honour Pattigh Church as well as on the

Wotton-under-Edge War Memorial. There is a photographrofrthe Bristol Times & Mirror of
1st April 1916.

In November of the Millenium year 2000, a play was perform&ébiton by the local amateur
dramatic society, based on letters written by Sidney to his during the War. The play entitled
Holding the Lingas written by local man - Marc Pasco. In the audience forf tine jperformances
was Angela Cornock, Sidney’s granddaughter.

See Appendix A for a selection of Sidney’s letters.

60



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

61



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

62




First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

63



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

64




First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

65




66



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E
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HENRY MORTIMER DANDO

Rank and Unit:  Lance Corporal, 30646, in tkeBbttalion

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 30 March 1892 in Old Sodbury

Died: 1% July 1918 in a German Prisoner of War Camp.
Buried in Cologne Southern Cemetery, Germany: Plot 12, Row F, Grave
25

Age: 26

Mother:  Mrs. A. Dando

Henry Mortimer Dando was the second born of the five childféfirs. A. Dando of Old Town,
Wotton-under-Edge. Henry or ‘Harry’, as he was known, wasibhdld Sodbury on 80March
1892. He had two brothers, Albert and Frank, both of whomsaliseed in the First World Watr,
a sister, Dorothy, and another sister who died in infancyryHattended the National Infants
School, Wotton-under-Edge, and afterwards the Britisbdbclvhere he was a school chum of
Billy Exell (37) who also died in the war.

Prior to joining the Army, Harry worked in the family bakeng aonfectionary business. As
a young man Harry attended the Old Town Meeting House, whengals a chorister. Harry
enlisted in Wotton under the Derby Scheme. This was a salevised by Edward Stanleyth17
Lord Derby, the Director of Recruiting, which asked allildd males for voluntary ‘assent’ to
service if called upon, promising that married men woulddiked last. Harry was drafted to the
1st Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment. He was laesferred to the 14 Battalion fVest
of England Bantamsf the Gloucesters, service no. 30646. The GloucesteBstitams went
to France in January 1916 and were in the trenches firstsatitbéeat and Givenchy and later at
Laventie. Their service took them to the Somme in 1916 and to BelgiuahéRdasle) in 1917.

During a German offensive on the Somme in 1916 Harry was paikener and he spent the
next two years or so in a prisoner of war camp in Germany. khigyfavho had heard nothing of
his whereabouts since the spring of 1916, had to wait urttiM&y 1918 to be told officially that
he was reported ‘missing’. Then only a week later a cardeatifiom Harry to say that he was a
prisoner of war in Germany. Sadly, ot Zeptember 1918 news reached Wotton that Harry had
died. The information was forwarded by the Red Cross Sdmigtg]l they could say was that
Harry had died in hospital in Germany ot July. Harry was 26 years of age. He was buried in
Cologne Southern Cemetery, Plot 12, Row F, Grave 25.

Harry’s brother Frank who also served in a GloucesterRieigament, survived the war, but due
to war wounds died prematurely. His other brother Albertpvglerved in the Army Service Corps,
also survived the war, living to an advanced age, dying i3 #%he age of 102. The Heritage
Centre in Wotton holds a photograph of the British Scho®G9 in which both Harry and Albert
(Bert) can be identified.
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JAMES DAVIS

Rank and Unit:  Lance Corporal, 34075, Royal Army Medical Corps
Born: 1881 or 1882
Died: Killed in action on 26August 1916 in France.
Buried in Carnoy Military Cemetery, France: Row H, Grave 24
Age: 35
Parents: Jesse and Elizabeth (known as Bessie) Davis
Wife:  Ethel (née Organ)
Children:  Frank, Wilfred, Edward Winston, and Cecil

James, born in 1881 or 1882, was the eldest of the three séessefand
Bessie Davis aWestviewHillesley, near Wotton-under-Edge. In the days
before the First World War, James assisted his father initage/smithy.

He lived an active life, being involved in many local orgéinisss He was
a member of the Wotton branch of the Red Cross Society; he phaye
Abbey Band, Kingswood and he was a member of Wotton BapiisthC
where he was a chorister and served as a Sunday School teacher.

James enlisted in Wotton, joining the Royal Army Medicg@isCservice

no. 34075. He was attached to thedaRield Ambulance. Altogether 16

members of the Wotton branch of the Red Cross joined the Atrthye a

commencement of the war. James crossed to France and sksedoc

the Front Line, attending to wounded and dying soldierstrighto his

own death. James served for 14 months without getting anyehleave;
he had been promised leave in early summer 1916, but bedatiseimpending ‘Big Push’ - the
Battle of the Somme - that leave did not materialize. @nA2@ust 1916, during that Battle, a
letter arrived at the home of James’s wife Ethel in Lon@Siéotton. It was from Pte. W. M. Hall
a local man and a colleague of James. It read :-

August 26
Dear Mrs. Dauvis,
It is my sad duty to inform you of your husband’s death. He was hi¢ by a piec
of shrapnel and died instantaneously, thereby suffering @mgzehalf of
the Ambulance and particularly the section to which he beltieggdul aur
heartfelt sympathy.

He was much respected by all who came into contact with him and the news of his
death, which occurred this morning, came as a great shock to us.
Believe me to remain,
Yours sincerely,
William M. Hall

On James’s death at the age of 35, Ethel was left with fodirehilJames was buried in Carnoy
Military Cemetery, Somme, Row H, Grave 24. The cemeseon like D. 938 road, 3 kms south-
east of the village of Fricourt. It contains 837 burialst Ia buried Capt. W. P. Nevill of the 8
Battalion East Surrey Regiment, famous for bringing foub#ds to the Front. He offered a
prize for the first football to be kicked into a German trenahirty his Company’s assault on
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Montauban on <t July 1916. One football was inscrib€de Great European Cup. The Final. East
Surreys v Bavarians. Kick off at Mwill kicked off, but did not survive to award his prizeoTw
of the footballs were retrieved after the attack.

James is commemorated both on the Wotton-under-Edge alegdl&lil War Memorials. He is
also commemorated on the Memorial Boards of the Chippidigu8o District War Memorial
Cottage Hospital (now closed). A photograph of James wadeadcalongside a tribute in the
Gazettef 2¢ September 1916. Ifhe History of the Abbey Band, Kingbw&ad Goulding, which
has been deposited in the Wotton Heritage Centre, therenarphotographs of James, one in the
Abbey Band c. 1912 and one in the Red Cross Branch, Wotton-under-Edge c. 191

Two of James and Ethel's sons served in the Royal NavydBalimaton who served between
the two World Wars and Wilfred who was awarded the D.S.Mir{@usshed Service Medal) and
who lost his life in the Second World War. Another son, @i @migrated to Australia and died
in 1960. Frank, James’s son, ran a hardware store in Hagt,Stfotton. After James’s death Ethel
remarried, her second husband being Albert Stone.
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EDWARD DEACON

Rank and Unit:  Private, 2627, in thé Battalion of the
Australian Imperial Force
Born: 1% July 1891 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France oh August 1916.
Commemorated on the Villers-Bretonneux Australian Memorial,
France
Age: 25
Parents: James and Eliza Deacon (née Hunt)

Edward Deacon, born in Church Street, Wotton-under-EdgEshaJuly 1891 was the second
child of James Thomas Deacon and Eliza Deacon. He hadévey Blatia Frances and Freda, and
a brother, James Hunt. Edward’s maternal grandfather vimsHient, bootmaker who lived with
his wife, Maria (née Kemp) Yfictoria HouséMarket Street, Wotton. Jehu and Maria brought up
eight children and kept ‘open-house’, offering SundayHasdor any hungry villagers or passers
by and gave time, money and goods to the poor.

Edward (known as Ted) spent his early boyhood in Wotton wieermdch of the time he
played with his cousin Walter Wathen (see no. 108). Wattersairved and died in the First World
War. It appears that Ted was a talented young man - enjoyaygng music, collecting coins and
playing football enthusiastically. Thereafter, Ted’'s fammoved to London where Ted spent the
latter part of his boyhood.

In September 1912, when Ted was 21, the family emigratadsteefia. They sailed from Tilbury
Docks, on the Thames east of London, on boar@aHaaratto Adelaide, South Australia - the
voyage taking one month. Ted first worked as a fitter ande@urmprover, then as an electrical
engineer on the South Australia Railways.

On 19 July 1915 at Unley, South Australia, Ted enlisted ist@ThBattalion of the Australian
Imperial Force, his service no. was given as 2627; the iBatfatming part of the ¥ Infantry
Brigade. It is interesting to read Ted's Attestation Oath :-

Oath to be taken by person being Enlisted

| Edward Deacon swear that | will well and truly serve our Sowetégn Lor
King in the Australian Imperial Force from .......... until the end of the War a
a further period of four months thereafter unless lawfullyggidcdemissed
or removed therefrom; and that | will resist His Majesty’s emkcaiesean
His Majesty’s peace to be kept and maintained; and that | will beensall matt
appertaining to my service, faithfully discharge my dutiimactmitaw.

So help me God
E. Deacon
Signature of Person Enlisted

Ted also took a medical examination that day and includedanctimpleted form was the
following information -age - 24, height - 5 feet 10 inches, weight - 160 #3133, ickelsts, complexion
- fair, eyes - blue, hair - brown, religion - Non-Conformist.
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On 27 October Ted set sail
from Adelaide otHMAS Benalla
with a draft of Australian
soldiers for Egypt.

After spending some months
in Egypt training with the
battalion, during which time
Ted contracted mumps and
was hospitalised for three
weeks, he left Alexandria on
the Oriana on 21March 1916.
He disembarked at Marseilles
on the 26. On 2% June Ted
was at Etaples, on the coast
near Le Touquet, Etaples being a
large military centre containing

many training camps.

The T Infantry Brigade of the A.I.F. moved to the Somme sediue fifont from Neuve Eglise,
near Baileul on ¥0July, Ted moving with them. On the"1ghe Brigade after much marching and
a train journey, arrived at Bertangles where they underwent training for the next few days.
On the 20 the Brigade moved to Toutencourt where they occupied hustabhalf mile from
the centre of the town. Next day thet2Battalion marched closer to the front line, where they
rested at Warloy-Baillon. On the"2the Brigade attended a church service and were addressed by
General Birdwood, Commanding the Australian Forces. Thsrmare training, special attention
being given to rapid firing and bayonet fighting.

On the evening of 26July the Battalion marched once more and bivouacked orutbkirs
of the town of Albert. All soldiers passing through this togauld see the large church with the
spire on the summit, on which the statue of the Madonna leaved at right angles from the
perpendicular, the result of German shell fire. Next exgthe Battalion moved to Tara Hill and
bivouacked in and around trenches, which had been occupideBritish, just prior to the big
advance onstJuly. In fact the Battalion were alongside the massive prater which heralded
the advance on that epoch-making day.

Next day, the Battalion were told that their objectives ie toming advance were to be two
German trenches, named O.G.1 and O.G.2 on the heightalzidgtes village. Thiée Australian
Infantry Brigade made up of thet2526" and 28 Battalions with the 27 Battalion in reserve,
attacked at dusk on the 28but owing to insufficient artillery preparations and uméserman
barbed wire entanglements and with the front being swept chine gun fire of an intense
nature, the Australian troops had to be withdrawn after suffg several casualties. Theé 7
Brigade now withdrew to the old British trenches, thé» Battalion resuming occupation of La
Boisselle.

Following the failure of 2829 July, new instructions for theth7Brigade were issued to
make another attack, including improved artillery fire winiwould destroy the enemy’s wire
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entanglements. Machine guns were
trained on all points to prevent
repair work being carried out.
The date # August was chosen
for the attack, the date being the
anniversary of Britain’s entry into
the War.

On the afternoon of '@ August,
the 27 Battalion moved off
from La Boisselle towards their
front line positions, which after
some difficulties, especially with
communication trenches being
blocked by troops of other battalions,
they reached at about 9 o'clock.
Two companies of the 27quickly
reached their target of the German
trench O.G.1 to be followed soon
after by the other two companies
and the capture of the whole of the
trench was obtained. At 4 a.m. on
the 5h the enemy counter-attacked

to try to regain possession of O.G.1 but were not succebstfhis attack the Germans lost 100
men and 2 officers and 60 surrendered. Shortly after thisrathe 7 Brigade pushed on and
captured trench O.G.2 and the Pozieres Windmill, a@estrongpoint on the highest part of
this sector of the Somme Battlefield.

During the whole of 8 August the Germans heavily shelled their captured O.@.10aB.2
trenches, therefore the job of consolidating these treadne the Australians was made very
difficult. Later in the day the section of trenches gainedhey27 Battalion were handed over
to the 4&. Thus ended the heroic efforts of thé Hattalion A.l.F. to remove the Germans from
heavily defended positions around the village of Pozidrethe action of the 27Battalion on
4th and % August 1916, 1 officer was killed, 2 were posted as miséivgre wounded, 40 other
ranks were killed including Pte. Ted Deacon, 289 were wounded and 67 postisgiag.

Ted's body was not recovered after the battle so he is comraggdoon Villers-Brettoneux
Australian Memorial, he was just 25 years old. Villerst@retx is on the main Amiens-St.
Quentin road. The Memorial stands on a large lawn at the bdbk ¥illers-Brettoneux Military
Cemetery. It is both a national memorial to all the Austraivho died on the Western Front in
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the First World War and a memorial to the 10,797 named Australians who havewn grave.

Back home at 215 Melbourne Street, North Adelaide, Jachdsliaan had to wait for years,
despite writing many letters to the authorities, beforeding out that Ted's body was lost during
the Battle of the Somme and that in fact he was commemoratédeoAustralian Memorial at
Villers-Brettoneux. Ted is also commemorated on the NdtMamorial in Adelaide, Unley War
Memorial, South Australia, on the Railway Employees Mahnotthe foyer of Adelaide Railway
Station, on the Australian National War Memorial, Canlesnaell as on Wotton’s War Memorial
and on the Roll of Honour boards in Wotton-under-Edge TownHHis.name also appears on the
Tabernacle Church Roll of Honour, now held in the Her@agé&re. Ted's death was announced in
the Gazettef 28" October 1916 and a photograph of him was included.
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HENRY DICKENSON

Rank and Unit:  Private, 267023, in theBattalion Royal

Warwickshire Regiment

Born: 1877 in Evesham

Died: Killed in action in Belgium on eithérar 8" October 1917. (See
below). Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium: Panels
23-28

Age: 40

Mother:  Mrs. F. Mann

Henry Dickenson was born in Evesham in 1877. He was the sas.df.Mlann who was the
licensee of he Old Ploughblic house, Charfield, near Wotton-under-Edge. | base unable to
find any details of Henry’s life before he joined the Army.

He enlisted in Wotton-under-Edge, joining the Battalion (Territorial Force) of the Royal
Warwickshire Regiment, his service no. being 267023.1MAaivicks were formed in Coventry
the day war broke out ont4August 1914. They belonged to 143 Brigade th(88uth Midland)
Division. Commanding the Brigade was Brig. Gen. G. C. 8ladi¢he Divisional Commander
was Maj. Gen. R. Fanshawe. Training for the Battalion too& plahe Chelmsford area. On22
March 1915 they sailed for France and landed at Le Havre.

143 Brigade, which included th&,5" and & Battalions of the Warwickshire Regiment along
with the 7, were involved in fighting on the Somme battlefield. The#atest triumph was the
capture of Leipzig Redoubt on"8ugust 1916. October 1917 saw theBattalion in the Ypres
Salient in Belgium, taking part in the! Battle of Ypres.

The publicationSoldiers Died in the Great ®fates that Pte. Henry Dickenson was killed in
action on 8 October 1917, this is probably a mistake. The more likedyfolaHenry’s death ist4
October. If one consults the War Diary for@ctober, you will read the following :-

Weather fine. Battalion moved by motor lorries to Siege Camp.

However, on ¥ October there was heavy fighting in the Langemark areajtaébkms north of
Ypres. Thett7Battalion War Diary for that date reads as follows :-

At 5.30 a.m. the enemy put down a heavy barrage ... At 6 a.m. our barrage
came down and the attack commenced. ‘C’ Company experienced great
difficulty on account of bad ground. Numerous shell holes and very wet...
Their right was held up by a machine gun .... Capt. Croall was killed and the
company sustained many casualties ..... After about half an hour fighting,
the machine gun was captured and the enemy either killed or captured.
Company pushed on again capturing about 10 prisoners. ‘D’ Coy on the left
advanced well and without much opposition at first. They then were held up
by machine gun fire at ‘Tweed House’, both gun and team were captured.
The Coy pushed on again to it's objective and seized it...The remaining two
companies ‘A’ and ‘B’, who were to attack the second objective, kept as well
up to the barrage as possible without becoming involved in the fighting for
the first objective...’B’ Coy. pushed forward, taking a few prisoners....’”A’ Coy
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on the left pushed forward close after the barrage, captured ‘Terrier Farm’
and then advanced ... meeting with strong enemy resistance. A party of men
attacked this point and captured 1 officer and about 50 O.R ... A large enemy
party formed up near ‘Gloucester House’ and counter attacked. This was met
and completely broken up by our Lewis Gun and rifle fire. Three small counter
attacks started from ‘Beek House’ but they were all dispersed by our fire...
Advanced Battalion H.Q. was established at “Tweed House'.

Casualties during operations were 2 officers killed, 23Kil&d, 3 officers wounded, 140 O.R.
wounded, 14 O.R. missing.

Henry Dickenson was most likely one of these casualtiesabld@vyears old, one of the oldest
Wotton men to die in the Great War. Henry’s body was not reedvafter the battle, so he is
commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Passchendaeés P3 to 28. Back in England Henry
is commemorated on a memorial tablet in Tortworth Church along with 10 tabal men.

A sad occurrence took place in this sector of the Western énoh2" September 1917 when
Pte. Charles Britton of the Y%Varwickshire Regiment was executed for desertion. He n&as o
of 350 members of the British and Empire Forces to be ‘shatet during the First World War.
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WILLIAM DOLMAN

Rank and Unit:  Corporal, 9446, in theBhttalion Gloucestershire

Regiment

Born: 20 June 1893 in Ozleworth

Died: Killed in action in France oh September 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France: Pier 5, Faces A and
B.

Age: 23

Parents: Thomas and Eliza Dolman

William Dolman was born in Ozleworth, near Wotton-undggeEon
20" June 1893, the son of Thomas and Eliza Dolman. Williandatten
Bagpath School and then when the family moved to Sinwell,0M/ott
under-Edge, he transferred to the British School, whichtbaded from
October 1904 until June 1907. After leaving school Williarkeddirst as
a stable boy and then on Mr. Pullin’s farm in Ozleworth.

In December 1910 William enlisted in Wotton-under-Edgegrbig
a regular soldier and joining ther®Battalion of the Gloucestershire
Regiment. At the outbreak of war William was serving withBagtalion
in Tientsin, China. As more men were needed on the Westenn the
2nd Gloucesters sailed for the United Kingdom during Sepmei®l14,
landing at Southampton ont"8November. From there they made their
way to Winchester where they joinedsB&rigade in 27 Division. On 18
December the Battalion landed at Le Havre.

William had by this time been promoted Corporal. For the 88xtnonths or so Cpl. Dolman
was to see some very heavy fighting, taking part in all theom@apgagements on the Western
Front. He was wounded on two occasions, one of themtfr@druary 1915 during theBattle
of Ypres. It was after recovering from these wounds thaliditil was transferred from then®
Battalion to the % Battalion of the Gloucesters, service no. 9446.

In September 1916, when th& Gloucesters were taking part in the Battle of the Somme, a
uncle of William’s, Mr. W. Smith &t. Francis Cottag¢olywell, Wotton-under-Edge, received
official news that William had been killed on the night 6% September. He was 23 years
old. William’s battalion were in Quadrangle Trenches, NMigiod, the night of William’s death.
The Germans attacked the trench at 3 a.m. on thar@l it was probably during this attack that
William was killed. William is commemorated on a tablet tw@il Chapel as well as on Wotton’s
War Memorial. In France he is commemorated on the Thisfamorial, Pier 5, Faces A and B as
his body was not recovered after the battle.
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HAROLD ELLIOTT

Rank and Unit:  Private, 4740," Battalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born: 1897 in St. George, Bristol
Died: Killed in action in France oh Quly 1916. Buried in Sucrerie Military
Cemetery, Colincamps, France Plot 1 Row E Grave 28
Age: 19
Parents:  Alfred Thomas Elliott and Harriet Elliott

Harold Elliott was born in St. George, Bristol in 1897, tre «f
Alfred Thomas Elliott (coachman) and Harriet Elliott. ld&r@aternal
grandparents were Rowland Elliott (Gashouse Labourar), ihol841
and Elizabeth, born 1836. Rowland and Elizabeth lived in<Dm0k,
Wotton-under-Edge. At the time of Harold’s death his parestre living
in Valley Road, Wotton.

After leaving school Harold worked for many years in LangEolid
Mill, Kingswood, but just prior to enlisting in the Army, henked for
an uncle in Bristol. Harold enlisted in Bristol in May 1¢diing the
1/4h Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, Servicera0; this was
a Territorial Unit, known as th&City of BristoBattalion. The Battalion
sailed for France from Folkestone ont 8larch 1915, Harold followed
with a draft on & October.

On the night of 8/9t July, the 1M Gloucesters were in the Front Line trenches ‘Monk’ and
‘Excema’ in the Somme Battlefield area. At 12.30 a.m. tileesdes were heavily shelled with
5.9 field guns which obtained several direct hits. Thredssfedl on a working party, killing®
Lieut. H. P. Fisher and 5 men, and wounding one. Pte. HdratitMEds one of those men killed, he
was just 19 years of age. The platoon commandéljeut. C. H. Symes wrote to Harold's parents
on 13" July to tell them of their son’s death. He explained thabldawas killed instantaneously
and that his burial was carried oliwvith every solemnitisy the Regimental chaplain. The letter
also stated that the Battalion Commanding Officer plusratffecers attended the burial. Harold
lies in Sucrerie Military Cemetery, Plot 1, Row E, Graveo2@ with 29 other men from the
Gloucestershire Regiment. The cemetery, which takesuie firom a small sugar-beet factory
which used to exist nearby, lies 1 km east of the village afic@ohps and just off the D. 919 road
from Mailly-Maillet to Puisieux.

In the publicationSoldiers Died in the Great Wanold Elliott is listed as having served in the
2/4n Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment, but this is probably a neistak

77



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

34
GEORGE EDWARD EXCELL

Rank and Unit:  Private, 18644, in thé Bhttalion
Worcestershire Regiment
Born: 1896 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: 12 October 1918 of pneumonia. Buried in Doiran Military Cemetery,
Salonika Plot 5 Row H Grave 28
Age: 22
Parents:  Elizabeth and Edwin Excell

George Edward Excell, born 1896 in Wotton-under-Edge, veas o
of the six children of Edwin and Elizabeth Excell of Sin¥gtion-
under-Edge. Edwin worked as a rural postman and Elizabéibsev
family came from Nympsfield, Gloucestershire, was matfdéteay
& Dawes Almshouses, Church Street, Wotton. George’s datldeat
a young age. George had a brother, Edwin, born 1884 and$terssi
Charlotte, born in 1881, Kathleen 1882, Alice 1888 and lihelin
1894.

After leaving school George entered the employ of Mr. G. WWeRal

boot maker of Long Street, Wotton, Mr. Palmer was to serkie @reat

War as an Able Seaman in the Royal Naval Division. Geogjecenli

in Wotton, joining the 1% Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment at the

beginning of the war, service no. 18644. The \Morcesters were
formed on 1% September 1914 and entered"Mrigade of 26 Division. The Battalion trained
in Wiltshire, both at Sherrington and on Salisbury Plam2® September 1915 they landed at
Boulogne.

George saw a great deal of action over the next two yearslmisg, wounded on two occasions.
After wounds received in battle in November 1916, a lettenfa pal, Pte. A. E. ‘Jack’ Allen of
Gloucester Row, Wotton, was printed in thazett@f 11" November. The article read as follows :-

Pte. George Edward Excell wounded

Writing to Mrs. Excell, matron of the Church Street Aémshatton-under-
Edge, Pte. A. E. Allen of Gloucester Row informed hesoth&tbeGeorge Excell
was hit in the leg above the knee, by a piece of shrapasebaed hemoved to a
clearing hospital. He further states that Pte. Exdetl wiakst carrying rations
to the trenches and assured Mrs. Excell that the wounde arayinlangerous.
Pte. Excell is one of Wotton’s youngest soldiers.ddeiretiist\Worcesters at the
commencement of the war and has been in France 14 months.

George Excell recovered from these wounds and continuesehige with the Worcesters.
In September 1918 thetlWorcesters, including George, sailed for the Saloniarh of war.
The Allied forces in Salonika were under the command of rdreclir Army and the British
contingent occupied a defensive position near the Bulgdrader at Doiran. The purpose of the
Allied troops, who included Serbians, Russians and Greek®wéace pressure on the Austro-
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Hungarian and Bulgarian forces, but this was a campaignhitad up many men for three years
with questionable results.

On 16 October 1918, Elizabeth received a message, which shatiglaler son was dangerously
ill in hospital in Salonika. In fact George had died fromupmonia four days previous to this
message arriving in Wotton. It was on Saturday the ttit Mrs. Excell received a wire, stating
that her youngest son had died; he was 22 years old. Pte.&5Erocgll lies buried in Doiran
Cemetery, Plot 5, Row H, Grave 28. A photograph of GeorgesapipeheGazetten 24 November
1918.
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GEORGE HENRY EXELL

Rank and Unit:  Private, PLY/8584, Royal Marine Light Infantry
Born: 1878
Died: Killed in action on 25April 1915 on the Gallipoli Peninsula.
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli Panels 2 to 7
Age: 36
Parents:  William and Mary Exell

George Exell, born in 1878, was the eldest son of Mary
and William Exell (engine driver) of Gloucester Row, Wotton
under-Edge. George joined the Royal Marine Light Infamtry i
1896 and served through the entire South African campaign.
In October 1914 George was sent out to the defence of
Antwerp with a Brigade of the Royal Naval Division. There
is a very full account of George’s experiences in that action
in the Gazetteof 3% October 1914. After this engagement
George returned home for six days leave.

In April 1915 George sailed with the Mediterranean

Expeditionary Force to the Gallipoli Peninsula. Thatiote

was to knock Turkey out of the war. The first stage of the

operation was to use a number of older warships to force the

Dardanelles (the sea passage between the Mediterrandan a

the Black Sea). The Allied naval attempt on the Dardanelles
on 18" March came very close to success. The main Turkish battedebeen put out of action
and mine sweepers led the fleet into the Dardanelles. Hawas the warships passed through
Erenkeni Bay, seven ships struck mines. Vice-Admiral HBirdé Robeck, commanding the
operation decided that the passage could not be forced pyg alone. A military expedition was
only then finally resolved upon.

On 2% April the Allies landed at Cape Helles on the southerofttpe Gallipoli Peninsula.
The Royal Marine Light Infantry (Plymouth Battalion)ttugrewith the ¥t Battalion King’s Own
Scottish Borderers and one company of the South Wales &srtierded on ‘Y’ Beach, one of five
beaches chosen for the landing. Behind the beach were 20fdbatliffs, with only two narrow
defiles allowing an approach to the top. The cliffs were terdied by the Turks. Led by the
Scottish Borderers, the landing was completely unoppddedever, there was a failure to exploit
this lack of opposition. There appeared to be a lack of chreanhd confusion reigned amongst
the assaulting forces. The most senior commander - Lient.SeAylmer Hunter-Weston, 129
Divisional Commander, appeared to be more interested irotwee other landing areas - 'V’ and
‘W’ beaches. In mid-afternoon General Sir lan Hamilton, eodimg the Expeditionary Force,
ordered that defensive trenches should be dug on the opfseachhead. The Turks came up in
strength during the late afternoon, firing shrapnel shelglaising long range snipers. At about
the same time some of the Plymouth Battalion were shelled by one of ttsh Bhips.

80



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

81



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Fighting continued throughout the day and into the nighttiBsides sustained heavy casualties.
At 8 a.m. next morning most Allied troops had moved back to¢hetband re-embarked as soon
as boats arrived. In this infamous action 331 men of the Régahe Light Infantry were killed
or wounded and it was here that George Exell lost his life. &38 years of age. George’s body
was not recovered after the battle, so he is commemoratedeiielles Memorial, Panels 2 to 7.
In Wotton George is commemorated on the Tabernacle CRaitlof Honour as well as on the
town’s War Memorial. A photograph of George can be fourttkiGazettef 19" February 1916,
along with an obituary. It wasn’t until that week in Februat916 that George’s parents had
official word that their son had been killed. They had waisgdmonths not knowing what had
happened to their son. During the course of the war many ddreilies in Wotton and indeed
families right across the country, experienced that same long aggnisait.

See (no. 58) Pte. Henry King, who was also killed during the Gallidoigsn
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36
ERCY HERBERT EXELL

Rank and Unit:  Private, 1789, in theBhttalion Gloucestershire

Born:
Died:

Age:
Parents

Regiment

2% June 1896 in Wotton-under-Edge

1% February 1915 in France of wounds.
Commemorated on Le Touret Memorial, France
18

. Frederick and Elizabeth Exell

One of the youngest Wotton men to die in the First World War was
Percy Herbert Exell. He was the son of Elizabeth and Fiederat!
(chimney-sweep) of Back Lane (now called Gloucester),Stke¢ton.
Percy was born in Wotton on24une 1896. He was a pupil at the British
School fromt7 September 1903 until 23uly 1909. On leaving school he
worked as a baker’s errand boy.

Percy enlisted in Bristol and joined the8httalion of the Gloucestershire
Regiment, service no. 1789. He was a Special Reservistl doafrance
on 24" November 1914. Within three months of arriving in France
Percy was dead, dying of wounds o Eebruary 1915 after being hit
during fighting in the Béthune sector of the Front. Percyg tuaried but
unfortunately his grave was lost during further fightingduso he is
commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial. The Memorialeéoubd

3kms north-east of the town of Béthune. Percy was nearlgd® wpld when he died. There is a
photograph of Percy in théristol Times & Mirrof st April 1916. Percy’s mother Elizabeth had re-
married in 1907 and when contacted by the Imperial War Gi@eesmission after the war was
then living at 7 Bradley Street, Wotton-under-Edge.
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WILLIAM EXELL M.M.

Rank and Unit:  Corporal, 235382, in theBattalion

Worcestershire Regiment

Born: 19 May 1895 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action in France orih18pril 1918.
Buried in Cabaret Rouge British Cemetery, France: Plot 20, Row B,
Grave 19

Age: 23

Parents:  Timothy and Kate Exell
Wife:  Elizabeth

William Exell (known as ‘Bill') was born in Wotton-undegeedn 19 May 1895, the son of
Timothy and Kate Exell. He was baptised in the Parish Chyritelzurate, Rev. P. Upstone on
14h July. Bill was educated at the British School in Wotton.nHsted in the Army in March
1912, joining the % Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, with theisermo. 1599. It was
recorded that he was a young man of splendid physique. Atutiweak of war Bill mobilised
with the Dursley and Wotton Territorial section of the Gloucesters. He was drafted to France
with his Battalion, landing at Boulogne on28larch 1915. After a brief period for final training
they went up to the Ploegsteert area (known to the troop®Plagstreet’) of Flanders, just north
of Armentiéres and served in the trenches at Hebuterne.

In early 1916 Bill Exell was given a new service no. 24012 B Battalion of the Gloucesters
moved down to the Somme area of France in July 1916 to takenpghe Somme Offensive,
having already spent 16 months in trenches and become haddéfestern Front soldiers. The
5t Battalion went into the line, north-east of Ovillers, eglng the Warwicks on ¥9July, and
joined in the difficult task of ‘softening’ the German sigepoints in front of the Pozieres Ridge,
by strong bombing raids. The enemy held the ridge in streagtit was vital to their position.
The British plan was to soften German resistance here sohdground won could be used for
jumping-off places for the main attack.

The B Gloucesters made two such bombing raids od A2y, going out into the full fury of
the enemy’s fire and approaching within bomb-throwing diste of the enemy’s posts. In these
two attacks alone, and they were but two of many, theBattalion lost 4 officers and 110 men.
On another day, in their first week in the line, the Went over the top into such murderous
machine-gun fire that they were driven back with the loss3obfficers and 125 men. Such was
the ferocity of the fighting at Poziéres Ridge in July 146 Edward Deacon (no. 30), for fighting
at Poziéres in late July and August.

The strain on the men in such fighting was terrible, but soovethey adjusted themselves to
it and as a history of the Gloucesters remdtkey remained keen and miraculously gay of heart.”
The 3 Gloucesters were in the trenches throughout the wintek9d6/17 and they fought in the
battles of Ypres and Langemark in August 1917.

Bill Exell must have been a brave soldier forEazetteof 5" May 1917 carried a report that
he had been awarded the Military Medal (M.M.) for conspécservice in action. Just a month
or so later, Bill was brought back to England suffering freptis poisoning caused by shrapnel
wounds to his leg. He was taken to a hospital in Cardifér Aftatment and recuperation he was
sent back to the front. Confirmation of Bill's award of th&Mcame when he was gazetted on
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18h July 1917.

In September Cpl. Bill Exell came home to marry his childmeeetiseart Miss Elizabeth (Bessie)
Marsh, the fifth daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Marsh of @stec Street. Bill and Bessie knew
each other from their school days. They married in Old Towrirdedouse on 8 September
with Bill still having shrapnel in his leg.

After a short period of leave Bill returned again to the figdnon the Western Front. However,
on 5" January 1918 th@azetteeported the following :-

Wotton soldier gets his medal

Writing to his wife a few days ago, Cpl. W. Exell, a Wottoreusialge Territorial saysl-Have
been to Newcastle to have my medal presented to me. Bhieteoivesepresented yesterday in the
presence of thousands of people and with bands playimgstTdieit was that some mothers and
dozens of young widows who have lost their sons or hwstmtigse to receive medals won by them.
Cpl. Exell added that the medals were presented by General Sir JohnIMaxwel

Early in 1918 Bill was transferred to the Worcestershigin®nt, joining the 2 Battalion,
service no. 235382. In April Bill was home on leave, retgroifrrance on Good Friday. Of 25
May theGazetteeported that Cpl. William Exell, M.M. was officially régpd missing in France,
since 1@ April. A similar report appeared in the'2August edition. Friends and family in Wotton
hoped that perhaps Bill was alive and that he was a prisoneraof However, in the second
week of December, Bessie received the news from the Infaetigrds Office in Warwick that
her husband ‘had made the supreme sacrifice’. Bill hadtibéan killed on 10 April. Bessie had
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waited 8 months for the news she hoped she would never hear. Bill was just 83 ege.

Interestingly, Bill's body was found after the battles ardias buried in Cabaret Rouge British
Cemetery, France, Plot 20, Row B, Grave 19. The cemetrrgtési siear Souchez on the main
road between Arras and Béthune. It is a large cemeteriginmmg 7,662 graves. It is a place of
great beauty, stately chestnuts ring the slopes of the cemetnd a long avenue of weeping birch
leads to the Cross of Sacrifice at the far end. Many specniiiéms trees are grouped throughout
the area and the graves themselves are bright with flowepergnnials. It is no wonder that the
man who designed it, Sir Frank Higginson, asked that on laih dies ashes should be scattered
here.

Cpl. Bill Exell's name was added to the Roll of Honour ifabernacle Church, Wotton. Or10
April 1920, the second anniversary of Bill's death, theviiatig ‘In Memorianpoem appeared in
the Gazette-

Only a bundle of letters

All that is left to me,

But the boy who died for his country
Ever lives in my memory.

Only some lines from the trenches-
Now the hand of the writer is cold,
But his name on the paper is graven
In shining letters of gold.

There exists a poignant photograph of the British Schoddreim ¢.1905 with both Bill and
Bessie in it. Also in the photograph is another boy who wéetkith the war, Harry Dando (no. 28).
Bill's widow Bessie lived to an advanced age, dying ®i\@dil 1984 aged 97. She was buried in
Wotton Cemetery. Bessie was known as a happy, sociablavadyfér many years iMontcalm
a cottage in Gloucester Street, before moving to 27 Welstfiel\Wotton. It is said that Bessie
got much of her strength from her religion, being a devotedsilan and attending Old Town
Meeting House.

86



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

38
FRANCIS FRANK FARMILOE

Rank and Unit:  Ordinary Seaman, J./35987, in the Royal Navy
Born: % October 1900
Died: Killed in action oHMS Anchuse 16" July 1918.
Commemorated on the Plymouth Naval Memorial
Age: 18
Mother:  Emma Farmiloe

Fifty five Wotton men served in the Royal Najy
during the First World War, a large number consideripg
that Wotton is not a coastal town. Most of these mén
would have enlisted in Bristol and several of them had
joined the Navy well before hostilities started in Auguist
1914. Six of these men lost their lives during the war,
one being Ordinary Seaman Frank Farmiloe, J./35987.

Frank was the youngest son of Emma Farmiloe| of
Gloucester Street, Wotton-under-Edge. He was educpted
at North Nibley School and the British School in Wottpn,
leaving on 12 November 1912. Before joining the Nayy
in 1915, Frank worked as a stable hand at Stancoinbe
Park, near Stinchcombe and later at Nind Cloth Mill,
near Kingswood.

In 1916 Frank was serving on the battlestkiMS
Duncaras can be seen by his cap badge in the photograph
alongside. In 1918 Frank was abodi®lS Anchusg
engaged on convoy work in the Atlantic and the Westgrn
approachesAnchusalaunched in 1917 was an escoft
sloop of 1,290 tons. Ont"1i@uly 1918 she was on duty
west of Ireland when she was torpedoed by the German
submarineU-54 Frank went down with the rest of the
crew. Frank’s mother received the devastating news
of her son’s
death on the
18h, just two
days after
the sinking of theAnchusaFrank, at 18 years of age,
was one of the youngest Wotton men to give his life in
the war. He is commemorated on the Plymouth Naval
Memorial.
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WILLIAM BASIL FAY

Rank and Unit:  Private, 10061, in theBhttalion Loyal North
Lancashire Regiment
Born: 12 May 1895 in Cavan, Ireland
Died: of wounds in France on"September 1914.
Commemorated on La Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial, France
Age: 19
Parents:  Anne Byett and Thomas Fay

William Basil Fay (known as ‘Willie’ or ‘Bill’) was born ina@a
Ireland, on 12 May 1895, the son of Thomas and Anne Fay. Willie
had one sister. Thomas died when Willie was still a boy. Araze w
later to re-marry. The Imperial War Graves Commission tRegis
containing family details and compiled about 1920, giveseAn
surname as ‘Byett’.

At the time when Willie was going to school, the Fay familydlive
in Orchard Street, Wotton, but at a later date they movedadIBy
Street. Willie first attended the British Infants School afterwards
moved to the Bluecoat School, starting oh lidly 1899. He spent
nearly 10 years at that school, leaving ort By 1909 when he was
14 years of age. It is reported that Willie enjoyed playingbfdb
and was a member of Wotton A.F.C.

Willie enlisted in Gloucester on the outbreak of war andsgitine
1st Battalion of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment, withséreice no. 10061. The Battalion,
1007 men strong, formed part of thed Brigade in 2 Division. At the outbreak of war they
were in Tournai Barracks, Aldershot. Oft A2igust 1914, together with the®?Battalion Royal
Sussex Regiment, the Rattalion Northamptonshire Regiment and théRattalion King’s Royal
Rifle Corps, they left Tournai Barracks for Southamptaer thteat day they embarked in tHeS
Agapenoand sailed at midnight for ‘an unknown destination’. Thisned out to be Le Havre,
which was reached soon after midday on the.IBhey then marched off to a camp about 10 kms
from the town. TheslLDivision then entrained to the Mons area, near to wheré&xbeman Army
were advancing through Belgium and heading towards Fraffmea week the Battalion were
at Esqueheries; during this time the men were inoculatednagj@interic fever. Also during this
week a message was read out to the troops from His Majesty the King. It read as follow

“You are leaving home to fight for the safety and honour of My Empire.
Belgium, whose country we are pledged to defend, has been attacked and
France is about to be invaded by the same powerful foe. | have implicit
confidence in you, My soldiers. Duty is your watchword and | know your duty
will be nobly done. I shall follow your every movement with deepest interest
and mark with eager satisfaction your daily progress; indeed your welfare

will never be absent from my thoughts. | pray God to bless and guide you, and
bring you back victorious.”

The next few days were spent marching further north, righttoghe Belgian border. The
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Battalion received a report from an aircraft that 40,000v@&@s had been seen marching towards
Mons. On the 28August the Battalion saw the enemy for the first time in thepe of a Taube
aircraft which hovered over them for about five minutes.

Late on the night of the 28Sir John French, Commander in Chief of the British Exqmeatit
Force decided to make a general retreat southwards, therréaeng that a large gap had appeared
between the B.E.F. and the FrenthABmy to their right, the French having already fallen back.
Whilst retreating, the 2 Battalion Loyal North Lancs could see to their left a bnglagement
between the 2 Division and the Germans and they could see the Germanmaasan on their
front just south of Mons. On the 24ind 2% the Battalion moved back towards Maubeuge. Near
that town a small action took place between some units of thiddrth Lancs and some German
cavalry. The 26and 2% saw the Battalion marching further south in heavy rain Lregaching
Hauteville at 8 o’clock at night. During theti2German aeroplanes continuously flew over the
column.

Hauteville was left at midday on the®28The Battalion marched until 1 a.m. on thé 2&hen
they reached Fressancourt with everybodgadbeatas the history of the Battalion records.
Fortunately it was possible for the men to halt at Fressamdou24 hours and have a day'’s rest.
On the 3@ there followed a very hot and dusty march of 20 miles to Alezxyhateau. So the
great retreat from Mons continued through Soissons ardr¥iCotterets. Om2September the
Battalion crossed the River Marne just before the bridge was blown ug Bntfiineers.

On 5 September the Battalion was at Aulnoy and on the6Bernay, where the welcome
news came to hand that the retreat from Mons had at long lastecto an end and that the
British Army was now to turn upon the pursuing enemy. Thedlati had marched 200 miles
in 13 days! For the next stage - the movement back north,tHigr@ade was to be in reserve. So
on 7 and & September thesiNorth Lancs were in bivouacs near Courpalay. The Batthéan
advanced northwards, crossing the Marne on theFeports came through that the enemy was
moving rapidly to the north. The advance continued on tieatid 12, however, it was checked
somewhat, with the Royal Sussex and Northants Battalioffersxg considerable losses. The
Battalion reached Coincy on the night of th&/12h and rested in billets there.

On the 18 the Battalion crossed the River Aisne at Bourg and spentigiint in billets at
Moulins. Before day-break the Battalion were on the movim,agaw heading for Vendresse.
Now they came into heavy German rifle fire, with the Germauster-attacking heavily. At this
time the ¥ Lancs ammunition supply was beginning to run out. THéB2igade was ordered to
fall back and dig in. This they did at 3 p.m. on the. 1an this day, the Battalion’s first general
action of the war, losses were heavy, mounting to 14 offemetdsover 500 N.C.Os. and men killed,
wounded and missing. It was in this action, near Vendressg, yioung Pte. William Fay was
wounded, later to die from these wounds or IEeptember. He had become the first Wottonian
to die in the war, he was just 19 years old. Willie was burigchiivy, but his body was lost during
further fighting, so he is commemorated on the British Meaido the Missing at La Ferté-sous-
Jouarre, along with 4,000 others who lost their lives in taktlés of Mons, Le Cateau, the Marne
and the Aisne in 1914 and whose bodies were never recovered.

Willie’s mother received news that he had been reported asing after the fighting on the
Aisne. It wasn't until @ April 1915, over six months later, that the official newmeahrough
that Willie had died of wounds on ®155eptember.
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WILLIAM NORMAN FITZ

Rank and Unit:  Private, 8120, in theBhattalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born: 1884 in Portishead
Died: Killed in action in Belgium on29ctober 1914.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Age: 30
Parents:  William Goddard and Emily Ellen Fitz

Born in Portishead in 1884, William Norman
Fitz was the son of William Goddard and Emily
Ellen Fitz. William Goddard pre-deceased hig
son. William Norman was a regular soldier,
enlisting in Gloucester in January 1906 ang
joining the *t Battalion of the Gloucestershire
Regiment, service no. 8120. He was drafted tp
France with his Battalion on ®3August soon
after the outbreak of hostilities.

On 2% October the sl Gloucesters were
in action north-east of Gheluvelt, 7 kms east
of Ypres. It was the tenth day of the Battle
of Ypres. The Battalion advanced through
Gheluvelt village but were forced to retire
owing to a lack of support. The fighting had
been made particularly difficult, as there was
a thick mist. At 2 p.m. the Battalion were
ordered to push forward again, but this became
impossible as the enemy enfiladed the Battalion
with artillery fire. At 6.30 p.m. the Battalion
returned to their trenches of the previous night
to re-organise. It was during the fighting of this
day that Pte. William Fitz was killed. Having no
known grave William is commemorated on the
Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres. He was 30 years
of age.

The entry immediately after William'’s in the Commonwealthr \Sraves Commission Register
for the Menin Gate is an interesting one. It is that of BliglaGeneral Charles FitzClarence V.C.,
Irish Guards, commanding thet Guards Brigade. He was killed ot Nbvember towards the
end of the ¥ Battle of Ypres, leading the& Ikish Guards in a counter-attack against the Germans
in Polygon Wood. He was awarded the Victoria Cross for canspibravery in action on two
occasions during the Boer War whilst a Captain in the Royal Fusiliers.
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ALBERT EDWARD FORD

Rank and Unit:  Private, 20662, in thé Battalion
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 18 May 1894 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in Francet2July 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France

Age: 22
Parents: John and Clara Ford
Wife:  Alice

Children: One

Albert Edward Ford was the son of John and Clara Ford of Rakely
Wotton-under-Edge. He was born in Wotton ot My 1894. Albert had a
brother and a sister. Albert first attended the Bluecohb8icand then the
British School, he transferred to a third school in 1903 (mahknown).
After leaving school Albert worked at New Mill, Charfiedd1915 he
married a young lady named Alice with whom he was to have a child.

Albert enlisted in Wotton in May 1915 and joined the Battalion (Vest
of England BantajisGloucestershire Regiment, service no. 20662.0On 31
January 1916 the Battalion landed at Le Havre, France. {ffakBdook
part in many actions in France over the next twelve monthsluting
Festubert, Givenchy and Levantie before moving down t&timeme. The
14 Gloucesters were now to take part in the massive Alliehsiffe on
the Somme in July 1916. On the day that Albert was killed 3§ - the
Battalion was in the Bernafay area. The Battalion Diaryhfatr period
records :-

26" July RelievedMBattalion Lancashire Fusiliers. Bernafay Wood. Shelled
heavily, working parties on support trenches.

27 July In support. Bernafay Trench. Working parties on communication trenches.

It was in Bernafay Trench that Albert was killed, probably Isyray shell. Albert’s body was
not recovered for burial so he is commemorated on the Validpemorial. He was just 22 years
old. Very close to Albert’'s name on the Memorial is that ofHPt&. Frape, (see below), another
Wottonian killed on the Western Front. The Thiepval M&halesigned by Sir Edwin Lutyens
and unveiled on 31July 1932, is the largest British war memorial in the wdtldarries the
names of over 73,000 British and South African men who hakeawn graves and who fell on
the Somme between July 1915 and March 1918. There are tb8isvist who have their names
inscribed on this memorial. There is a photograph of Alinettié Bristol Times & Mirrof It April
1916 and in thé&azettef 6" August 1916.

92



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E
42
HENRY GEORGE FRAPE

Rank and Unit:  Private, 202009, in the"ZB4ttalion,
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1883 in Charfield, Gloucestershire
Died: Killed in action in France ori"2&pril 1917.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Age: 34
Mother:  Elizabeth Frape

Henry George Frape was the youngest son of Elizabeth Frijppaf Bradley Road, Wotton-
under-Edge. Born in Uley, Gloucestershire, Elizabethreatpsly lived in Long Street, Wotton.
For many years Elizabeth worked as a servant. Henry was @harfield, near Wotton, but
nothing is known of his childhood. He enlisted in Bristol &nh Bebruary 1916, joining the 2/4
Battalion (Territorial Force) of the Gloucestershire Regjentice no. 202009.

The 2/4 Gloucesters left Southampton for France oh Ky 1916, arriving in Le Havre the
next day. The Battle of Arras was raging during April 18dittze 2/4 Gloucesters were working
in the Monchy area of that Battlefield, about 6 kms eastrodsAThe Battalion were not in
trenches, but were busy constructing roads
and defensive lines. During this time Henry
was killed (25 April), so the probability is
that he was killed by a stray shell or perhaps
by a sniper’s bullet. Interestingly, Henry has
no known grave, instead he is commemorated

on the Thiepval Memorial on the old Somme
Battlefield.
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REGINALD FREDERICK FRY

Rank and Unit:  Private, 452429, in theBattalion Canadian
Regiment
Born: 1% December 1887 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France oh Gctober 1916.
Buried in 2¢ Canadian Cemetery, Contalmaison, France: Row B, Grave

8
Age: 28
Parents:  Frederick and Elizabeth Emily Fry
Wife:  Nellie

Reginald Frederick Fry (known as ‘Reggie’) was the eldés tiree sons of Frederick and
Elizabeth Emily Fry ddolywell Lodg®#/otton-under-Edge. Reggie’s father was an auctioneer and
solicitor’'s clerk. Reggie was born in Wotton oft lecember 1887. His brothers Leonard and
Eric also served in the First World War. Leonard was a Lamnttenthe Royal Naval Reserve and
served for four years with the Grand Fleet on various shipkjdingHMS ExcellertMS Confljct
HMS CornwalMS AlbemaredHMS Pegasaisd on the shore station in PlymowtHMS Vivid
After leaving the Royal Navy he worked with Blue Funnel Enc Fry entered the Royal Naval
Air Service and served for three yearssaéit Mechanic. He died at the age of 32 vddnuary
1931.

Reggie Frywas educated at Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Gr&eimal during the Headmastership
of the Rev. F. W. Morris, M.A. who later became Rector of illa@ifencester. Reggie was a
brilliant scholar, passing his examinations with honoursl avinning many certificates and
prizes. He was also a good sportsman, playing for the Scthodl fbotball team. After leaving
school Reggie worked for a year at the National Provincidl &dtanley, Staffordshire. He then
decided to travel the world and visited Australia, New &&d| the West Indies, the U.S.A. and
finally Canada, where he settled and became a farmer.

In Canada Reggie met a Wotton-under-Edge lady - Nelli¢hegngecame married and settled
down in Brantford, Ontario. With the coming of the war Redgjiethat he had a duty to his old
country and so he enlisted in Niagara énJaly 1915 and was drafted into the"@attalion of the
Canadian Army with the service no. 452429. Reggie’s #&ttesPaper contained the following
personal information :Height - 6ft., Chest - 34.5 in. Complexion - failighyetue, Hair - light
brown, Religion - Church of England, Distinguishing Priattsos on left arm

Reggie sailed for Britain with a draft of Canadian soltheksigust 1915. He underwent training
in Shorncliffe, Essex where he was taken onto the strengtheofi2» Canadian Battalion. He
sailed for France, arriving at Le Havre or Ribvember 1915 and was immediately transferred to
yet another Battalion, this time the®nfantry Battalion (East Ontario Battalion) which formed
part of the 3t Infantry Brigade of thesiCanadian Division.

In April 1916 Reggie was wounded by a bullet, which passedighrhis right arm. First he
was taken to the No. 13 General Hospital, Boulogne, ttteAddl to the County of London War
Hospital at Epsom, Surrey. OrthI@ay Reggie started convalescing at the Canadian Careratles
Hospital, Woodcote Park, Epsom where he stayed utitil@fe. On 18August Reggie was back
with his unit in France. He returned whilst the Battle of B@mme was raging. No Canadian
units had been involved in the Battle thus far, apart fromNlee/foundlanders, who had suffered
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terribly on the first day of the Battle stJuly. In
1914 Newfoundland was a self-governing colony
and not yet part of Canada. The Canadian Corps
joined the Somme Battle at the end of August. By
the time they arrived the Allied line had pushed
forward a few kilometres from their starting
point at a cost of 200,000 British casualties.

In October the "2 Battalion of the Canadian
Corps were fighting in the Courcelette area
of the battlefield and this is where Reggie
was killed. It was during this month that the
Canadian Corps, along with some British units
captured the longest German trench on the
Somme battlefield - Regina Trench. Reggie was
buried in 2¢ Canadian Cemetery, Sunken Road,
Row B, Grave 8. Forty-three of Reggie’s Battalion
are buried alongside him - all the men were
identified. The cemetery lies just 1 km North of
the village of Contalmaison, on the D147 road
to Pozieres. The cemetery, in a secluded spot, is
surrounded by a weather-worn brick wall and
shaded by flowering thorn trees.

Reggie’s wife Nellie received the three war
medals to which Reggie was entitled, the 1914-
18 Star, the Victory Medal and the British War
Medal. There is a photograph of Reggie in the
Gazetteof 11" November 1916, along with a
tribute to the young soldier. His nhame appears
on the Roll of Honour to pupils and staff who
fell in the First World War in Katharine Lady
Berkeley’'s School,as well as on Wotton's War
Memorial.
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FREDERICK ARTHUR GORDON

Rank and Unit: ~ Corporal, 1409,Battalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born: 17 August 1894 in Croydon
Died: of wounds in Torquay on"2Zebruary 1916.
Buried in Holy Trinity Church Graveyard, Horfield, Bristol, Grave 1274
Age: 21
Parents:  Frederick George Edward and Helen Kathleen Gordon

Frederick Arthur Gordon was born in Croydon oh Aidgust

1894, the son of Frederick George Edward Gordon and Helen
Kathleen Gordon. Frederick or ‘Fred’ as he was known had a
brother Percy and a sister Ellen. He attended the Britisbho§c
Wotton-under-Edge fromtdSeptember 1900 until 8QJune 1908.
He enlisted in Wotton-under-Edge as a Special Reseringtgjo
the It Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, serviced@d. 1
At this time Fred was living at The Steep (Ludgate Hill), dvott
Fred was drafted to France early in the war, oh $&ptember
1914.

Over the next twelve months Fred was involved in some very
heavy fighting with his Battalion and suffered wounds orefiv
different occasions. Finally, on"l®&ctober 1915 he sustained two
serious head wounds when the Battalion were in action in ther& area of France (8 kms west
of Béthune). Fred had to be evacuated back to Englanddtméet. He underwent an operation
in Torbay Hospital but didn’'t recover and died ondZE&bruary 1916. At this time Fred’s parents
were living at 19 Tortworth Road, Bristol and so Fred wageduwrith full military honours in
Horfield Holy Trinity Churchyard, Grave 1274. He was just 21 years old.

Fred is commemorated on the beautiful Roll of Honour in Holyty Church and also on
the Tabernacle Church Roll of Honour in Wotton-undee-Eldwere is a photograph of Cpl. Fred
Gordon in theGazettef 11" March 1916.
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W. G. GRANT

Rank and Unit:  Sergeant, 365482, in the"2Z88Bge Battery, Royal
Garrison Artillery
Died: 28 March 1918.
Commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, France: Panel 10

On the Wotton-under-Edge War Memorial the name Sgt. Wai@.appears. The Roll of Honour
in the Town Hall also names Sgt. W. C. Grant of the Royaddbiawitillery. The Commonwealth
War Graves Commission confirms that in fact he was Sgt. Wa@, P85 Siege Battery, Royal
Garrison Artillery. His service number was 365482 and lieahie28 March 1918, this would
have been during the German Spring Offensive, howevenat dear how Sgt. Grant died. Sgt.
Grant is commemorated on the Pozieres Memorial, SomameeF Poziéres is a village some 6
kms north-east of the town of Albert. The Memorial encl&seseres British Cemetery, which is
a little south-east of the village on the north side of the main D.929 road fioentAd Poziéres.

| have been unable to determine Sgt. Grant’s connectionWittion-under-Edge and nothing
else on his life has come to light.
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EDWARD GRIMES

Rank and Unit:  Private, 3677%,Battalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born: 1892 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France oh Movember 1918.
Buried in Cross Roads Cemetery, France: Plot 11, Row 1, Grave 19
Age: 26
Parents: Thomas and Rose Grimes

Edward Grimes was born in Wotton-under-Edge in 1892. Hehgasoh of Thomas and Rose
Grimes, who at the time of receiving news of Edward’s deaénewving at 9 Bryn Terrace,
Pontnewydd, Pontypool, Monmouthshire. | have been unablentarth anything about
Edward's early life until he enlisted in the Army in Wottomen he joined thesiBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 36771.

In September 1918 the Allies attacked all along the Germamh the Western Front. The 1
Division of the British Army, in whose number were theGloucesters, formed part of General
Sir Henry Rawlinson’s Fourth Army, on the extreme right efBhtish line, linking it with the
French. TheslGloucesters led thed®Brigade attack at Fresnoy and a few days later, made a
spirited attack on Gricourt, which was captured in spitet®ftiemendous strength. The deep
Saint-Quentin Canal was crossed at Pontruet and givingaimed®s no respite, the attacks were
pressed home day and night throughout October. The famawehrtburg Line was smashed.
On 4" November the Germans made their last organised stand oSdh#re Canal and the
1st Gloucesters were ordered to storm the enemy positionatdlod, 9 kms east of Le Cateau, the
site of an early battle in 1914.

At 5.45 a.m. the Battalion, moving under a creeping barragetitlery and machine gun,
made excellent progress towards Catillon, although owing very dense fog it was difficult to
keep direction. 100 prisoners were taken and a number ofimaglins. Later in the day another
450 prisoners were captured and a number of trench mortadsnaore machine guns. Their
attack was irresistible and the enemy was routed out of theshs, cellars and orchards with
bayonet. This assault enabled the rest of the Brigade tg thescanal, and by the evening the
enemy were everywhere in full and hopeless retreat. It wasguhis fighting on 4 November
that Edward was killed. ThetXloucesters took relatively light casualties, 4 otheksakilled,
including Edward and 36 wounded.

Edward was the last Wotton man to die in battle in the FirstldMd/ar. The 4 November was
also the day when the soldier poet Wilfred Owen died, he wasyear younger than Edward.
Owen was killed alongside the Sambre Canal, only 3 kms frareviddward fell. Edward was
buried in Cross Roads Cemetery, Fontaine-au-Bois, ,FREntdd, Row 1, Grave 19. Wilfred Owen
is buried just 3 kms to the south in Ors British Cemetery.
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GEORGE GRIMES

Rank and Unit:  Private, 7808, in theBhttalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born:  Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France oh 8eptember 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Father:  Tom Grimes
Wife:  Rose
Children:  Two

George Grimes was born in Wotton-under-Edge, the eldesé divie sons of Thomas Grimes.
All five sons served in the First World War. | have been utafiled out information on George’s
early life. It is known that he enlisted in thet Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment in
Bristol, service no. 7808. George was drafted to Framtmby as a Reservist, very soon after the
war’'s commencement, onlAugust 1914. Theazettef 13" January 1917 carried a report that
George was reported as missing sinteSgptember 1916. On that day the Battle of the Somme
was still raging and theslGloucesters were attacking German positions in High Wood.

On 28 April 1917 theGazetteeonfirmed that George had indeed been killed tois8ptember
1916 (the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Registes $at George was killed on
the 91). His body was not recovered after the Battle, so he, likey mter Wotton men, is
commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, just a few kiloesdtom where George fell in battle.
George was a married man, living in Dyer’s Brook, Wotton dé&i@rjoined the Army. His wife
Rose was left with two young children. We do not know George’s age at his death.

An‘In Memorianmotice appeared in th@azettef 8" September 1917, the first Anniversary of
George’s death. It reads :-

GRIMES

In loving memory of my dear husband, Private George Giattdioh,
Gloucestershire Regiment, Killed in action in Fr&emetber 1916.

A year has passed, we miss him more,
But hope to meet on a better shore.

From his loving wife Rose and two children.
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REGINALD CHARLES GRIMES

Rank and Unit:  Private, 72624, in thé Battalion, Machine
Gun Corps
Born: 24 April 1896 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France or#t2darch, 1918
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas-de-Calais, France: Bay 10
Age: 21
Parents:  George and Mary Grimes

Reginald Charles Grimes was the youngest son of George an&GNaes of Orchard Street,
Wotton-under-Edge. He was born in Wotton ot Zpril 1896. Reginald attended the British
School in Wotton fromt7September 1903 until 295eptember 1910, when he was 14 years of
age. As a young man he was apprenticed to Mr. W. Rogers, Ganddpyovisions, Long Street,
Wotton, as were two other young Wottonians who were to |dsertlives in the First World War,
L/Cpl. William Jotcham (no. 56) and Pte. Horace Leonard (no. 64).

Reginald enlisted in Midsomer Norton and joined the B8ttalion of the Machine Gun Corps,
service no. 72624. The publicatiSoldiers Died in the Great ¥faows that Reginald had also
served in the 8 (Service) Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regimeatl%hBattalion, M.G.C.
served in the 57 Brigade Machine Gun Company, which was formed at Grantham.

They disembarked in France oh Bebruary 1916, joining the f1Pivision. The 37 Brigade
M.G.C. fought in the Battle of the Somme at Albert, LaeBejddigh Wood, Poziéres Ridge, Ancre
Heights and the Ancre. An interesting account appeared erGwetteof 4" November 1916,
stating that Pte. Reg Grimes’s photograph appeared in ansthewspaper (see below), with
him wearing a German helmet after the British had taken then@e strong point of Thiepval,
during the Somme fighting.

In April 1918 very sad news arrived in the Grimes househdldegswere officially told that
Reginald was posted as missing sinceZ8" March,1918 during the great German offensive on
the Western Front. Like all other families receiving sirmkews, they prayed that Reg was alive
and that perhaps he was a prisoner of war. It wasn't until M249113 months later and a long
time after hostilities had ceased that George and Mary wdoemed that their son had been
killed in action. It would appear that Reginald died in thenites section of the front, about 10
kms east of Bapaume. He was 21 years old. Pte. Reginald Groomsnemorated on the Arras
Memorial to the Missing, France, Bay 10.
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WILLIAM RUFUS KENNARD HEATH

Rank and Unit:  Lieutenant in the Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1886
Died: Killed in action in France ort"Z=ebruary 1916
Buried in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Loos, France: Plot 3, Row C, Grave 32
Age: 29
Parents:  William and Annie Rosa Heath

William Rufus Kennard Heath, usually known as ‘Rufus’, has t
eldest of the five children of William and Annie Heatkioigswood
Housenear Wotton-under-Edge. William Heath senior, an aceotint
was for 16 years the manager of the Co-operative Bank oeGieuc
Rufus, born in 1886 had three brothers - John born 1890, &kkgin
1892 and George 1893; he also had a sister - Rose born inuf891. R
was educated at Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Grammar School, Wotton.

Rufus was commissioned in thed Battalion, Gloucestershire
Regiment on 2d4February 1915. On®28lovember in the same year, he
was drafted to France and on the"2dansferred to the st Battalion.
After the Battle of Loos, September/October 1915 stii&ducesters
remained in the Loos battlefield area, enduring a partitulaard
winter. Rufus was to lose his life on that battlefield ot Pebruary
1916.

At 7 p.m. that day, an Allied mine was exploded under Hadt®jitself an older mine crater).
2nd |ieut. Heath was ordered to take a bombing party up to theffipe new crater. It was whilst
doing this that Rufus was killed, probably by fire from a Garrirench mortar or by a rifle
grenade. Rufus’s body was retrieved after the action anddsebwried in St. Patrick’'s Cemetery,
Loos, Plot 3, Row C, Grave 32. The cemetery lies on the egttedge of the town of Loos. Rufus
was 29 years old.

Rufus’s photograph appeared in tBastol Times & Mirrof st April 1916 and also in t@azette
of 18" March 1916. His name appears on the Katharine Lady Bé&skétdool Roll of Honour,
as well as on the town’s War Memorial. After the war Mr. & Meath moved tdBradley House
Bradley Street, Wotton-under-Edge. In 1936 in memory ofdbe, Rufus’s parents paid for the
installation of electric lighting in St. Mary’s Parish ChurchgsWwood.
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EDWARD ALBERT HOLLISTER

Rank and Unit:  Sergeant, 15151, in thte B@ttalion
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1896 or '97 in Kingswood, Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France oh September 1916
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Age: 19
Parents:  William and Louise Hollister

Edward Albert Hollister was the youngest of the three sons of
William and Louise Hollister of Ludgate Hill, Wotton-urBege.
‘Ted’ Hollister was born in Kingswood, either in 1896 or .1887
a young man he worked at the London Central Meat Company at
Wotton and later at the Chipping Sodbury branch, where harbe
manager. Ted enlisted in the Army in Wotton oft C&tober 1914,
joining the 1@ (Service) Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment,
service no. 15151. Ted gained rapid promotion as a resuisof h
“smart work and devotion to duty.

The 1@ Gloucesters left for France in the summer of 1915. Ted

soon found himself in action and was wounded oh 3&ptember,

the first day of the Battle of Loos. After a short spell ofttneat

and leave in England he returned to his Battalion in Frant@7zO
January 1916 Ted was promoted Sergeant and at the age oftlifameibeen one of the youngest
Sergeants in the British Army. In September 1916 theSl0ucesters formed part of Brigade of
the Xt Division and were taking part in the Battle of the Sommeckvhad dragged on for two
months.

On 4 September the ¥0Gloucesters entered the Front Line at High Wood. The iBatihry
for the 9" reads as follows :-

High Wood

Battalion loaned to theBigade with whom it attacked the German lines

in High Wood. Very little notice was given of the attack and the assaulting
companies-‘C’ and ‘D’ only got into position just before zero. The attack failed,
the casualties amounting to 4 officers and 118 other ranks (11 killed, 74
wounded, 33 missing).

Ted, who was in ‘D’ Coy was one of those killed.

On Sunday, t7September news reached Wotton-under-Edge from Ptet £itwerock and Pte.
Jack Allen, two of Ted’s pals in the Battalion, that he hadl lkifled in action. William and Louise
had feared that something serious had happened as Ted usedteoa weekly letter and the
last they received was datett September. Sgt. Ted Hollister has no known grave and so he is
commemorated on the massive Thiepval Memorial, whicteveaded on the Somme Battlefield.

A photograph of Ted appeared in Bazettef 23¢ September 1916.
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FREDERICK CHARLES HYNER

Rank and Unit:  Private, 28943, in thé Battalion

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 18 December 1886 in Ledbury, Herefordshire

Died: of wounds in France od Becember 1916. Buried in St. Sever
Cemetery, Rouen, France: Plot O/111, Row 1, Grave 5

Age: 29

Father:  Robert Hyner
Wife:  Name not known
Children:  Three

Frederick Charles Hyner was born in Ledbury, Herefordshii@ December 1886. His father,
Robert Hyner came to Wotton-under-Edge to manage the tgas'works. In 1915 Frederick was
working in Ross-on-Wye, but towards the end of the year cam@tk in the Wotton branch of
the India and China Tea Company as manager. Before erihdtiegArmy at Wotton in November
1915, Frederick was working in the grocery department of the DurslepéZative stores.

Frederick joined the ¥0Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, service334.3 and went
to the front in October 1916. Only six weeks later Fredenicité, who at that time was living in
Long Street, Wotton, received the sad news that he had leeusly wounded in the thigh and
foot as a result of shell shrapnel. Frederick was first tae¢he South Midland Casualty Clearing
Station in France and later to a hospital in Rouen.

Frederick’s condition deteriorated and he had to have lgisafaputated. Unfortunately his
condition worsened and he died in hospital eshBecember 1916, 29 years of age. Frederick is
buried in St. Sever Cemetery, Rouen, Extension, PlqgtRu%i1, Grave 5. The cemetery lies 3 kms
south of Rouen Cathedral, beside Rouen football groundnthenee is in Boulevard Stanislav
Girardon. 6,600 British soldiers are buried in this largeetery, many, like Frederick would have
died from wounds received in battle, spending their last days in a locpitdlos

The Battalion Diary for the ®0Gloucesters for the periodtl7 22d November 1916 reads as
follows :-

“Battalion in Flers Line (from Pioneer Alley to Drop Alley) in Brigade Support.
Time occupied by work on the Flers Line, which was in a very bad state, in
deepening trench boarding and improving Pioneer Alley. Enemy shelled the
Flers Line from time to time and 21 casualties were sustained (6 killed, 3 died
of wounds and 12 wounded).”

Private Frederick Hyner would have been one of those 12 wdwsaidiers. As well as leaving
a widow, Frederick left three children, one aged 2 years4 grears and the eldest 6 years of age.
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CYRIL REGINALD JOTCHAM

Rank and Unit:  Trooper, 235464, in thdB4ttalion Royal
Gloucestershire Hussars
Born: 28 May 1892 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: of malaria in Egypt ontl8une 1918.
Buried in Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt: Grave F.31
Age: 26
Parents:  Arthur and Elizabeth Jotcham

Cyril Reginald was the youngest of the three sons of Arthur
and Elizabeth Jotcham®&den Housdaw Street, Wotton-under-
Edge. Cyril, also known as ‘Rex’, was born in Wotton giv2g/
1892. He attended Miss Whitfield’s Private Preparatorgdbch
before entering Katharine Lady Berkeley’'s Grammar School on
20n January 1901. Cyril left at the age of 16 eflicember 1908.
Then for six years Cyril worked on Mr. F. Daniel's f&8ymonds
Hall near Wotton. On 12January 1915, five months after the
outbreak of war, Cyril was drafted into the Battalion of the
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars, service no. 235464. IstAudigu
that year he was sent to Egypt with his Regiment. Soon after
arriving in Egypt the Hussars sailed for Gallipoli whiey took
part in the Gallipoli Campaign. During his time on the psala
Cyril was taken seriously ill with dysentery. He was takea to

hospital on the Mediterranean island of Mudros and froemndlhe was brought back to England.

After treatment in a Cardiff hospital, Cyril returnedEgypt in May 1916. Whilst in Egypt
Cyril saw much action with his Brigade. However, illnessc&tCyril again and he was admitted
to hospital several times suffering from septic poisonimg1918 Cyril was struck down with
malaria and as a result died in El Kantara Hospital énJiée, aged 26. He was buried in El
Kantara War Memorial Cemetery. The cemetery is situatedrdaira East on the eastern side of
the Suez Canal, 160 kms north-east of Cairo and 50 kms s&waith Said. Cyril's parents received
the sad news of their son’s death in Egypt, on Mond&yR#ée and his death was reported in the
Gazettef the following Saturday. Only 10 months earlier Arthud &hzabeth had received the
news that Cyril's brother Walter had been killed in Belgiseg (55). ThHeazettéribute to Cyril
spoke ofhis genial dispositioahd that his death was deeply lamented amongst a wide @fcle
friends.

A memorial tablet to Cyril and his brother Walter was plaged&®i. Mary’s Parish Church,
Wotton. As well as having his name inscribed on the WottonNeanorial, Cyril is commemorated
on the Roll of Honour in Katharine Lady Berkeley’'s Schdobrathe Memorial to the Royal
Gloucestershire Hussars in Cathedral Close, Gloucestear@ Walter were the first cousins of
Fred (53), Herbert (54) and William (56) who also lost thesrih the Great War. A photograph of
Cyril appears in th8ristol Times & Mirrof Bt April 1916.
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FRED JOTCHAM

Rank and Unit: "2 Lieutenant in the Royal Engineers,3pecial
Company
Born: 19 April 1893
Died: of wounds in France on23eptember 1918
Buried in Le Grand Beaumart British Cemetery, France: Plot 1, Row D,
Grave 14
Age: 25
Parents:  Frederick John and Elizabeth Jane Jotcham

Fred Jotchamwas born orh¥®pril 1893, the fifth child of Frederick
John Jotcham, painter and decorator, and Elizabeth Geherd,
née Richings, of Haw Street, Wotton-under-Edge. Freulattehe
British School in Bear Street, Wotton, fromDecember 1899 until
220d September 1905. At the age of 12 he won a Scholarship and
entered Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Grammar School. In 19@&he
awarded the Form Il Prize for Latin and in 1908 he was awarded
the Form IV Prize for English Literature. In July 1908 Frezskbga
the Junior Oxford Examination with second class honourdednd
the Grammar School, aged 16, ot Bily 1909. After leaving school
Fred worked for a while in Mr. W. Rogers’s Grocery Stores toiWot

Fred then left Wotton to live with his sister Bessie Smithéttdn

Mowbray, Leicestershire. He took up an apprenticeship witfRM
W. Brownlow, Chemist and Druggist. During these years itoMéle met Miss Elsie Stokes of
Hose and later became engaged to be married to her. Afteletomgphis apprenticeship, Fred
then moved to Bath to take up a course of study at The Bath asddfVEngland College of
Chemistry and Pharmacy and also worked as an assistant teghe &nd Marsh, Chemists in
Milsom Street. He performed extremely well at the Collederah914, as well as being awarded
the Silver Medal, he won thEairchild Scholarshiphis was open to all England - he gained 439
marks out of a possible 500 - and he was awarded £50. Fred plassgialifying examination
and registered as a Chemist and Druggist with the Royal Ritautical Society in January 1915.

However, Fred's career as a Chemist was to be short livedeasisted in the Army in London
on 25" August 1915. He was given the service no. 113330 and jdieedadyal Engineers. His
Army Service Record showed him to be 5 feet 9 ¥ inches tdllaveihest measurement of 36
inches. Fred was immediately promoted to Corporal with aop@g 6d a day. On&Geptember,
only twelve days after joining the Army, Fred embarked fanée. In 1917 he was promoted to
Sergeant and later that year he was appointed to a Temporary CommissiohiasiZnant.

Fred joined the ¥ Special Company of the Royal Engineers. This unit's guwsss to fight
using Chemical Warfare. Soldiers like Fred, whose bacidjmas in chemistry, were trained to
retaliate against the German’s first use of gas during th®attle of Ypres, 22April 1915. The
British first used gas as a tactical weapon during the Battleoos - 25 September tot8October
1915 - a battle in which Fred took part and in which he was wadin@er further information
on chemical warfare during the First World War, see the wkmnical Soldidng Donald Richter,
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published by Leo Cooper).

Fred had been wounded oft October, his family not hearing from him nor knowing of his
whereabouts for over two months. A relative - the Rev. Ghddiecham of Compton Vicarage,
Newbury wrote to the War Office ontlBecember to try to find out what had happened to Fred.
Their reply came on the ®&nd was as follows :-

“The Military Secretary presents his compliments to &n, doidhn reply to his
letter of the 1#stant, begs to say thatutenant F. Jotcham, Royal Engineers,

1* Special Company, was admitted t¢ ttandon General Hospital on‘the 8
instant, suffering from a slight gunshot wound in the right arm.”

Fred had been admitted to No. 1 Red Cross Hospital in Le Tonghe 7 and although his
wound was ‘slight’ according to the War Office, it was obsfpgerious enough for him to be
transferred back to England for treatment. In time Fredversd and returned to the Western
Front where he was to see action for another nine monthsySauB® September 1918 and only
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six weeks before the war’s end, Frederick and Elizabethajotreceived a telegram from the
War Office stating that their son had died of wounds in France three daysysevi

After Fred’s death a fellow officer - Capt. G. R. Berry wletieaof condolence to Bessie, Fred's
sister. It reads as follows :-

No. 4 Special Co. R.E.
My dear Mrs. Smith,

Though you will already have heard of the death in action of yeui tirotight
I would write & tell you what a great loss he was to us and how saddened we all are.

| knew him some years ago in Melton but lately, short a time as he was destined to
be with us, | have really learned to know him for what he was. In word and deed
he was an example to us all and in spite of a strange premonition he had, was the
gallantest of the gallant. Brilliant, debonair and brave, Gdibkdsusoof one
we cannot replace and | trust that under this heavy burden of sorasw that h
been thrown on you there may remain to you the proud and undying memory of
his splendid life, his willing sacrifice and his heroic end. Yypukfaowi| have
suffered much for England.
His brilliant scholarship opened the way for him to a career of alnaist unequ
promise. It was tragic fate that he should fall in the hour of vt el you
how much | feel his loss. | never met a heart more tender, so loyal a camrade and s
dear a friend. | hope to God this sacrifice is not in vain and a better world & a (?)
loftier spirit be to those who are left.
He was mortally wounded taking up a convoy on a road just behind the front &
during a heavy barrage on the road a shell struck the wagon he was on.tHe died nex
day in a C.C.S. | will let you know later fuller particulars as th hisddalab the
place where he is buried.
In heartfelt sympathy,
Yours faithfully,
Gordon R. Berry

Fred Jotcham lies buried in Le Grand Beaumart Britisi&@gn8teenwerck, France, Plot 1, Row
D, Grave 14. Fred is commemorated in a number of places aswellWotton's War Memorial.
Firstly, on the Roll of Honour in the Tabernacle Churaohofred to the Wotton Heritage Centre
on the closure of the church) and on the Roll of Honour inaiaie Lady Berkeley’s School. Fred's
name is also inscribed on his parents’ grave in the Tabertaelveyard. Finally, to commemorate
the death of Fred and his two brothers, a special service aldahThe Old Town Meeting House
on July 26 1920, by the Rev. J. Hardyman and a bronze plague was dn{f&de William Jotcham
- no. 56 - for the inscription). Fred’s brother Herbert had dn 21 October 1917 and William on
25" March 1918. One can only imagine the torment that FredandkElizabeth went through
during the last year of the war, as on three occasions they were told of the deathnof a so
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54
HERBERT JOTCHAM

Rank and Unit:  Private, 419227, in thedl{®orth Midland) Field

Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps

Born: 28 August 1888

Died: of wounds on 210ctober 1917 in France
Buried in Fouquieres Churchyard Extension, France: Plot 2, Row G,
Grave 1

Age: 29

Parents:  Frederick John and Elizabeth Jane Jotcham

Herbert (‘Bert’) was the third child of eight born to Frecledohn
and Elizabeth Jane Jotcham (née Richings) of Haw Stogtmn-W
under-Edge. He was born onh"28ugust 1888 and baptised on"16
September in St. Mary's Church, Wotton. Bert had poor eyesigh
and wore glasses from an early age. Bert attended both tieedz2it
School and the British School, completing his educationeatigie
of 14. After leaving school he was apprenticed to the Gentfeme
Outfitters, ‘Parkin’ in High Street, Wotton, where he veatkor five
years. He also worked at a number of other places, inclueimayt,
Devizes and Leicester, where his employer was ‘Herring®eseral
Department Stores.

Bert enlisted in Leicester o &eptember 1914, soon after the
commencement of the war and entered the Royal Army Mediqgad Co
(Territorial Force) with the service no. 419227. He wag bfthes tall, with a chest measurement
of 35 inches. No information has come to light concerning’sBemilitary career apart from
details surrounding his death. A report published in Gazetteof 27 October 1917 contained
the following information :-

Private Bert Jotcham of Wotton-under-Edge
Succumbs to wounds caused by German airmen

Tidings have been received at Wotton-under-Edge that&tbeat (Bert) Jotcham,
eldest son of Mr. & Mrs. Fred Jotcham of Haw Streetetiadvagsat a casualty
clearing station (No. 33 C.C.S.) in France, as a sesaliabfvounds of which
previous intimation had been given. The news as to Rifiaatésdoounds arrived
by wire on Monday, the War Office stating that he had lgseausén wounded
the day previously. On Thursday the worst fears wareddnyfithe arrival of the
following letter :-

Dear Madam,

I much regret to have to tell you the sad news of your son’s death. He died in this
hospital at 6.20 p.m. on tieQdtober from injuries received at 11 a.m. the same
day. He was wounded by shell fire in the abdomen. Everything wag tione to t
save his life. He was quite conscious up to a short time before he paksed away
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spoke of his mother and brother but did not leave any messages. Datpest symp
in your great loss.
Yours faithfully.
W. G. Foley.
Sister-in-Charge.

Writing of the sad occurrence Lieut. Col. R. M. West of the R.A.M.C. said :-

As | wrote you yesterday, your son seriously woundeddrgyabhomb dropped on
my hospital, and was at once taken to the casualty clearingistatiopdration,

as offering the only chance of saving his life. | went to see him aftdrdms ope
and he was in no pain but very weak. He died during last night. | regttet his de
greatly and he was a good soldier and one of my best nursing ordeytestand a
favourite with the other men. | have had his body brought here, to beaburied i
little English cemetery in the village this afternoon.

Only four hours after Bert's death, a colleague, Haroldn@th, wrote a letter to Bert's
brother Fred, who at the time was serving with the Royal Eewis in France. The letter reads
as follows :-

Sunday.
Oct. 211917
10 p.m.
My dear Fred,

| have a terribly difficult task before me. It is very bad news. At $0n@onmirtli
a Boche dropped a Bomb 3 yards from poor Bert's Ward. A smeslthaece le
sixpenny bit went through the wood of the hut and penetrated his lefingide mak
a tiny hole. | helped the Colonel to dress him and he was hurried off to the Cas.
Clearing Station for an operation by Colonel Wallace consgétorgtSihe
Army. | was with him when he came round at 2 o’clock but he was very ill, toward
4 o'clock he seemed to sleep so | left him. At 7 o’clock | went dowbytaking Bob
and Ted (?), but the poor boy had died quietly about 6 o’clock. The &sss of him h
struck right at my heart and it must be much worse for you. | am so sorry for y
Fred, you have your own battles | know, you are sensible and harts thoungh |
people have it harder. The suddenness of the calamity seems aygeatlieg to |
most cheerful good natured lad so suddenly. He never had an enenfieamongst t
men and the patients worshipped him. Though we had known each @ for 3y
it was only the last six months we have been real chums, we seemed to fit together
and we became staunch friends. Any trouble he had he brought to mes but my lo
is small compared to yours. | shall try and write home tonight but itjsba hard
but my duty. | am sending one or two things home which Bert gave meyand a razo
sent by Mr. Herrington, Bobbie Smith said he would like for a kesdiSede. W
the sister said his last words were “What would my poor mother say to see me now”
and he told her all about your wounds. So the dear boy was thinkinglbfsyou all
perhaps a small consolation to know he had every attention and he told me he was
not afraid to die, in fact he died like a man and nobly. Tonight an ambulance has
gone for him and | shall be at the funeral to-morrow at the little Vittagbeté,
the name of the place | will let you know later. | wish | could degstonnesi
you Fred, when you feel like it please write me. | remain

Your very sad and sincere friend

Harold Collington
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Bert was 29 when he died. He is buried in Fouquieres ChudcBy#ension, Plot 2, Row G,
Grave 1. Fouquiéres-les-Béthune is a village about leki®rsouth-west of Béthune in the
Pas-de-Calais Department of France. Two of Bert's youogeerb also lost their lives in the
war, 24 Lieut. Fred Jotcham (no. 53) and L/Cpl. William Jotclwarb6). Another brother, Pte.
George Jotcham survived the war. Bert is commemoratedlaquepn Old Town Meeting House,
Wotton, along with his brothers. His name also appears oméaelstone of his parents’ grave in
the Tabernacle Church burial ground. No family in Wottsthrtere than three sons in the Great
War. However, Ruth and Charles Cornock also lost three boys.
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55
WALTER MORSE JOTCHAM

Rank and Unit: "2 Lieutenant in the st Battalion of the
Worcestershire Regiment
Born:  2d December 1888
Died: Killed in action in Belgium onMAugust 1917.
Buried in New Irish Farm Cemetery, Belgium: Plot 13, Row B, Grave 5
Age: 28
Parents:  Arthur and Elizabeth Jotcham

Walter was the second of the three sons of Arthur (builder
and surveyor) and Elizabeth JotcharBaflen HousElaw Street,
Wotton-under-Edge, he was born oA Recember 1888. All three
sons went to war, two of them - Walter and Cyril (52) making the
supreme sacrifice. Arthur, serving in the Royal Garristtieky
survived the war.

Walter was educated at Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Grammar
School and after leaving, joined the staff of the National
Provincial Bank in Wotton’s High Street. In June 1914eadh
of 25, Walter moved to the United States, settling in Wagbhimg
State and became a fruit farmer. Two months later Britain was
at war with Germany. Living close to the Canadian border,
Walter decided to do his duty and enlisted in thé &ncouver
Regiment of the Canadian Expeditionary Force in Septd@bérThe U.S.A. did not declare war
with Germany until 1917. After training, Walter sailed foari€e with his regiment and served
with them there and in Belgium from August 1915 until Jul\619Valter then came to England to
receive a commission and he was gazettéd.i2ut. joining the ¢ Battalion of the Worcestershire
Regiment ont7 July 1916.

Walter returned to France and soon saw action with his newnregi who were soon to move
to Belgium. In Belgium he was moved again, this time betagled to the 8 Battalion of the
Worcestershire Regiment. This Battalion were taking ipatte 3¢ Battle of Ypres as part of 144
Brigade in 48 (South Midland) Division. It was during this battle thatitéfavas to lose his life.
On the night of 18/19" August, the 8 Worcesters were fighting in the Langemark area, about 7
kms north of Ypres. Capt. H. F. Stack who wrote the histoing dVorcestershire Regiment in the
Great War explains what happened that night :-

“All remained quiet except for continuous artillery fire, plans being made for
an attack that night. Tanks were used in the attack against the Steenbeek
defences, conditions suiting their capabilities.”

Walter Jotcham’s death is mentioned iBuw@pplement to the Official History of théat&lion,
Worcestershire Regimélmder the headingapture of Maison du Hibou / Triangle Farm position by
‘B” Companyve read the following :-
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This brilliant operation was an experiment in the use of Tanks and Infantry,
working in conjunction but operating from different points. The intention was
that the Tanks should capture the position and the Infantry occupy it and hold
it, eventually the infantry captured the position themselves and the assistance
lent by the Tanks was limited to demoralizing the garrison by getting between
them and their supports and using reverse fire against them... ‘B’ Company
was retained at the disposal of the G.O.C. Division for special duties, and
rejoined the Battalion on the night of thet8lfust to carry out the

attack on Maison du Hibou in conjunction with the 6 Tanks of ‘G’ Battalion
Tank Corps.

The German position consisted of a nest of concrete farm-houses lying about
the cross-road at Maison du Hibou. Our advanced posts in the Steenbeek
Valley were within 300 yards, the ground was a morass and movement
difficult.

Zero was fixed for 4.45 a.m. at which hour Tanks were to advance from St.
Julien village along the Poelcapelle road, and then cut in behind the Maison
du Hibou position which they were to capture, ‘B’ Company to remain in their
position till the Tanks were ‘sitting’ on the hostile position and had signalled
the Infantry to advance.
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‘B’ Company had to advance to its position across the Steenbeek under a
heavy hostile barrage, and while doing ke@t. Jotcham, commanding
No. 6 platoon was killed. The Company dug in under heavy fire.

Maison du Hibou was finally taken by ‘B° Company, but by tfantry and not the tanks,
which had come under heavy shell-fire. This action had besBattalion 2 officers killednf2
Lieut. Guilding being the other), 19 men killed and 47 N.@rdsmen wounded. Walter was 28
years old. He lies buried in New Irish Farm Cemetery, SBelgium, Plot 13, Row B, Grave 5. This
is a large cemetery, with some 4,500 graves (75% of whicmaemmed). At the foot of Walter’s
headstone is an inscription chosen by his family. It reads :-

| have fought the good fight
I have finished my course.
| have kept the Faith.

As well as having his name inscribed on Wotton’s War MehWad#er along with his brother

Cyril, are commemorated on their parents’ grave in Wottoné@ery and also on a plaque in the
nave of St. Mary’s Church, Wotton..
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WILLIAM JOTCHAM

Rank and Unit:  Lance Corporal, 26447, in theBH2talion East Surrey

Regiment

Born: 1% October 1890

Died: Killed in action in France ort"28arch 1918.
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, France: Bay D

Age: 27

Parents:  Frederick John and Elizabeth Jotcham
Wife:  Agnes Ellen (née Croft)
Child:  Olive born July 1914

William Jotcham (‘Will’) was the fourth child born to FredeJohn and Elizabeth Jane Jotcham
of Haw Street, Wotton-under-Edge. Will was born ¢nQg&tober 1890. He was educated at the
British and Bluecoat Schools in Wotton, finishing his edueait the age of 14. After leaving
school he was apprenticed to William Rogers, Grocery ands®rms/iLong Street, Wotton, being
paid one shilling a week. Will had a number of interests, Whncluded racing pigeons and
fishing, normally done in Coombe Lakes near Wotton.

Around the age of 20 Will moved to London and married Agters Etoft of 26 Carnarvon
Road, Woodford Green, Essex. A daughter named Olive wa® boencouple in July 1914. Will
enlisted in the Army at Warley, near Brentford in Essex. iHedahe 12 Battalion of the East
Surrey Regiment, with the service no. 26447. This Batta@netimes called the ‘Bermondsey’
Battalion, formed part of 122Brigade in the 41Division. The Battalion landed in France at Le
Havre on ® May 1916.

For the next 22 months Will saw much action with his BattaiioRrance and Belgium, doing
his job as a signaller. His Battalion were involved in tharSe Battles, both at Fricourt and
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Flers (where tanks were used in battle for the first time)ejpt&nber 1916 and again in October
at Mametz Wood and Goose Valley. In 1917 Will was with his iBattalthe Ypres Salient, but
was then sent back to England, to an Aldershot Military Halspuffering from ‘spotted fever’.
Spotted fever is also known as cerebro spinal fever, artiodealisease caused by a tiny germ
entering the body through the nose and throat and from thexaching the nervous system
causing inflammation of the brain and spinal cord

Will recovered and returned to France. Onidarch 1918, the Great German Offensive opened.
On the same day the fiZast Surrey Battalion, commanded by Lieut. Col. G. L. Bruwved
from Halloy, near Doullens to Savoy Camp near Achiet4el.Gda the 22 the Battalion moved
towards the front line just north-east of Sapignies. Latethie day they entered the front line
astride the Bapaume - Vaulx - Vraucourt road.

Over the next three days the Battalion remained in the frovg &nd coming under heavy
German shelling and being fired upon by aircraft. At 6. pmthe 24" the Battalion was ordered
to withdraw to just east of Sapignies. During the night of 24¢ the Battalion dug a new line of
trenches. The enemy attacked again soon after sunrise orbthen? it was during this action
that William Jotcham was killed. TkBazetteof 4" May 1918 reported that L/Cpl. Jotcham had
been missing for six weeks (sincé"28arch). Then on 24Viay 1919 (over a year later) tBazette
reported the following :-

Now reported killed in action

Parents of Lance Cpl. William Jotcham, Haw Street, Regl. Bemes, Orchard
Street, two young Wottonians who were reported ‘misgigghe Great German
Offensive (March 1918) last year, have now been infotimed\thgy authorities
concluded that they were killed in action at that time.Q@ndotcham leaves a
widow and a child and like Pte. Grimes was apprenticed ®dgersV Yet another
of Mr. Rogers’s employees, Pte. Horace Leonard fell iruaetit#iin J

William died just 27 years of age. As his body was not reaberdne end of the war, he is
commemorated on the Arras Memorial to the Missing, Bai@Memorial is found in Faubourg
d’Amiens Cemetery, on the western edge of the city of Afi@sommemorate the death of
William and his two brothers, Frederick and Herbert, a bpgague was placed in Old Town
Meeting House, Wotton-under-Edge. A special service idsahthe Meeting House on 26
July 1920, when the plaque was unveiled, the service bemaycted by the Rev. J. Hardyman.
Inscribed on the plague are the following words :-

In Proud and Loving Memory of
Three Brothers,

Sons of Fred and E. J. Jotcham
Who gave their lives for King and Country
In France during the Great War.

1914 - 1919
Herbert - #0Dctober,1917
William - missing since"28arch, 1918
Fred - 2i7September, 1918
They died that others might live.

William is also commemorated on the Tabernacle ChurdtofRébnour and on his parents’
grave in the Tabernacle Churchyard.
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WILLIAM JOHN KEYNTON

Rank and Unit:  Lance Corporal, 44579, in thBatalion, Royal
Berkshire Regiment
Born: 8 January 1899 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France oh Bugust 1918.
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, France: Panel 7
Age: 19
Parents:  Daniel Keynton. Mother’s Christian name not known

William John Keynton, born 1899 in Wotton-under-Edge, h@stly son of Mr. & Mrs. Daniel
Keynton of Haw Street in Wotton. William was educated aBtiitesh School in Wotton, which he
attended from 28 August 1905 untilstAugust 1912. On leaving school William became a grocer’s
assistant. He enlisted in the Army in Bristol, joining tHe JRoyal Warwickshire Regiment as
no. 26547. He joined his Regiment in France, sometime inHOX&en transferred to the Royal
Berkshire Regiment as no. 44579 in 1918.

TheGazettef 6" April 1918 carried the news that L/Cpl. Keynton was wouodeitie second
day of the big German offensive of2larch and that he was brought to the Beaufort Hospital
in Bristol (now called Blackberry Hill Hospital). Hisriegiwere in the back of the neck and right
arm, but he was stated to Bigoing on favourably157 Royal Warwickshire soldiers, including
William Keynton, transferred to the"@8attalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment, as they had relceive
a severe mauling during the great German offensive. Wilkathby now recovered from his
wounds and joined ‘C’ Coy,"Blatoon and thet7Section of the Berkshires.

Another sad entry relating to a Wotton soldier’s fate in tharwappeared in th&azetteof
14h September 1918 (only two months before the Armistice)adt tvat of William, who was
said to be posted as ‘missing’. In fact William had beerdkaie8 August during the Battle of
Amiens. In that battle the'8Berkshires were with8Corps of # Army, commanded by Sir Henry
Rawlinson. Their Division, thefi§Eastern) was to help form a defensive flank for their main
attack to be mounted south of the Somme. The Division'sohgzerations was the ridge on the
north bank of the Somme, south and south-east of Morlahcdere the ground was difficult,
being indented by a series of short ravines which providexlent cover for the numerous
machine gun posts.

On the 7 the 18 Division made a successful counter-attack, recoveririgogpthne lost ground,
and inflicting heavy losses on the enemy. At 4.20 a.m. orithita@ 8" Royal Berkshire Regiment
began its advance. There was a thick mist and the men had isenebfficulty in maintaining
direction. Progress was very slow. Tanks were brought il the infantry but because of the
mist they proved ineffective. The Battalion kept encoungesnipers and machine guns. At 8.20
a.m. when the fog cleared the Battalion came under heavyrémethree field guns firing at a
close range of 500 yards and a host of machine guns. Thregtgte rush the machine gun
positions failed. By 9 a.m. a line had been organised magesooh the 8 Battalion objective and
there it was held.

In all the & Battalion suffered heavy losses on theA8igust, having 3 officers killed, 5 officers
wounded, 21 other ranks killed (including William), 83 warthand 63 missing. William was just
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19, one of the youngest Wotton men to die in the war. His bodynearecovered after the battle,
so he is commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pdtesd-tle-Calais, France. 9,903 names
are carved on this memorial to men who fell in the 1918 adviarfeeardy. The memorial is to be
found about 10 kms south-east of Arras on the N. 39 ro@dntrai. See also Pte. Tom Venn (no.

105) who also served in th& 8attalion of the Royal Berkshire Regiment.
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HENRY KING

Rank and Unit:  Private, 12996, in ttfeBattalion of the
Worcestershire Regiment
Born: 28 August 1887
Died: Killed in action in Gallipoli on*28pril 1915.
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli
Age: 27
Parents: Edward and Elizabeth King

Henry was the fifth born child of Edward and Elizabeth King of
Bradley Street, Wotton-under-Edge. He was born brAR§ust,
1887. Henry had six brothers and two sisters, all the boy®der
in the First World War, all surviving apart from Henry. Edivar
King, who was from Glastonbury, was employed as a brick
maker. The Bluecoat School in Wotton was Henry’s first school
he then moved to the British School dnJine 1894, leaving on
15 April 1901 at the age of 13. Soon after leaving school Henry
went to work in London. At the age of 19 Henry joined the Navy
and served for six years. In tBeistol Times & Mirrof Xt April,
1916, there is a photograph of Henry wearing his cap, showing
that he served on the shore statioRlMS Vivid

In 1912 Henry left the Navy and enlisted in the Worcestexshi
Regiment, joining their ¥ Battalion, with the no. 12996. When war broke out in Aug@4d 1
Henry was serving with his Battalion in India. He returnedbplanding at Avonmouth or#tl
February, 1915. After some leave Henry rejoined his Battaileamington. There the Battalion
joined up with the 2¢ Hampshire Regiment and the Essex Regiment to form thet'8Brigade of
29n Division, to be joined a little later by a Territorial Battalion, theRoyal Scots.

On 12 March 1915 the Z9Division were reviewed by H.M. King George V at Dunchueah, n
Rugby. (There is now a Memorial to thé Z8vision on the Fosse Way, north of Leamington Spa,
recording the King's Review). At 9 p.m. on the [&thrch the Worcesters left Leamington on
three trains, arriving at Avonmouth early on the"22It was a lovely morning, bright warm sun,
so everyone was as cheerful as coddide&he report. At 11 a.m. the troopship came alongside
and embarkation began. It was now that the troops were told thay would form part of the
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force and that they woule fat in the battle against the Turks
on the Gallipoli Peninsula.

The Worcesters found themselves split up onto four shigsSg Southlanithe SS Caledonjan
the SS Aragaand theSS Melvill@hey set sail later that day and not long after, startechtrey
to keep fit on the long journey and began preparing for thelsrbefore them. The Straits of
Gibraltar were cleared on 2March. On the last day of the month the convoy steamed into
the great harbour at Valetta in Malta, to be cheered by Rreadors aboard the many French
warships already there and to hear French bands plagiog) Save the Kengd Tipperary

On 34 April the convoy arrived at Alexandria in Egypt. Afisechbarking the Battalion spent

123



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

five days in camp at Mustapha Pasha, near Alexandria.tOfpiil the Worcesters, now all
aboard the shisS Aragoset sail from Alexandria. On thehlthey reached the Greek island
of Lemnos. On the 2the Worcesters were given explicit orders that they wertaia on the
Gallipoli Peninsula in the neighbourhood of Cape Hellethe peninsula’s southern tip and that
their objective was a line across the peninsula, includigwvillage of Krithia and the heights of
Achi Baba, some 10 kms from the Cape.

On the evening of 24April there was a general movement among the ships in Leimadoour.
Presently theAragonand theSS Dongolearrying between them the whole of thet8Brigade,
moved out of the bay and crept eastwards at 5 knots speed aygetasea beneath the moon.
After a while the moon set and in the ensuing darkness the pants closed towards the Gallipoli
shoreline.

With the first light of dawn the battle began. From all sidame the flash and thunder of the
great guns of the warships. Troops began fighting their wdyees The % Worcesters were
taken close ashore by a minesweeper. The intention was tbdafV’ beach, one of the five
beaches chosen for the landings. However, ‘V’' beach wadesinarof bursting shells, covered
with entanglements and was littered with dead and woundedtdad the Worcesters clambered
onto small boats and diverted to ‘W’ beach.

The beach was reached at mid-day. The task given t¢'ttodcesters was to capture the high
ground on the right of the beach with a view to working onwatolwards ‘V’ beach. The troops
scrambled up the cliff and reached the slopes above. Theyneer faced by a Turkish redoubt
from which came heavy rifle fire, many men were killed andneed as they attempted to cut
through barbed wire. At about 2 p.m. the Worcesters, alorth some Essex Regiment men
managed to capture the redoubt. However, after advancimg@ distance beyond the redoubt
the men came under more heavy rifle and machine-gun fire &rsetond redoubt on a hillock,
500 metres beyond. Again many men cutting at the barbed wim®snding the redoubt were
killed, but finally the last of the wire was cut through andhwfixed bayonets the Worcesters
attacked the redoubt. The enemy retired before the bayandtaeach them and the second
redoubt was secured at about 4 p.m.

At sunset the Battalion took up a defensive line beyond theutedvith the Ft Essex Battalion
to their left. Firing continued all night, but the enemy diot mttempt any strong counter attack
against the redoubt. The troops snatched what rest they cafidat the exertions of the day, but
with their rifles ready at their sides.

Dawn on the 28 was greeted by heavy gun fire from the ships. Throughoutnbening
the 4r Worcesters held their ground, shelled intermittently Imait suffering serious loss. The
Battalion together with the 2 Hampshire Regiment and the Essex Regiment pushed forward
and cleared the Turkish trenches above V' beach. At al®fp2n. the enemy gave way and
retired. On the ground gained the troops dug in, while the gnéath back out of range. The rest
of the day was devoted to reorganisation and preparation for a furthemadva

The fighting of 28 and 26 April had secured the landing at Cape Helles, but theessitad
only been gained at the price of heavy losses, th&vdrcesters losing about 100 men, killed or
wounded, Pte. Henry King having come through the ordeakbtimsd. However, the British forces
were still far from their original objective - the slope of the Achi Baba.
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On the afternoon of 27April a general advance was made. The country in front wag@anse
of low ground, mottled with scrub and dotted with trees whibscured the view. On the right
of the 4" Worcesters was the French ©7Regiment and to the left the rest of 88 Brigade - it
was an inspiring sight. The advance proved difficult, belelgyed by enemy snipers in front.
Many Turkish bodies were passed - Turks killed by the gfuthe ships. Shells from the Achi
Baba heights burst over and around the advancing troops. keeks grew the 4 Worcesters
stopped near a small wood, took up defensive positions and@ée@gainst attack. There was
some firing during the night but without any casualties.

At 8 a.m. on 2B April the First Battle of Krithia began, the objectivesnpeahe village of
Krithia, about 8 kms north of the landing beach and the haigiitAchi Baba, another 2 kms
further on. Advance was difficult, thé& AVorcesters coming up against much shrapnel fire. The
Battalion now found themselves in a difficult position, wthe flanking troops having failed
to keep up with them. The Battalion advanced alone and widgdfbayonets managed to push
the Turks back from a ridge in front. A defensive positios e&tablished and with the aid of
machine guns the Turks were held back. As ammunitiomitegaun out the Battalion started
taking casualties with several officers in the front lineusk down. Heavy firing continued until
the evening. The French to the right retired before a cowattack and the ¥ Worcesters were
asked to move back to form a line with the French. The day®sdwd seen 35 men killed, 199
wounded, 74 missing and 9 officers wounded. The Battaliamnea down to 400 men. That
night they dug themselves into cover and tried to rest amid constant sniger f

On 29 April the Battalion remained in reserve. The Battalion Diary statéd-tha

the Battalion remained entrenched in the same position. Nothing of
importance occurred. Only a slight night attack by the enemy which was
easily repulsed.

It must have been during this Turkish attack that Pte. Hemmyg as killed. Henry’s body was
not recovered after the battle, so he is commemorated on the Hellesrislemo

Back in Wotton-under-Edge came the news that Henry wasteepas missing on the Gallipoli
Peninsula. It wasn't until February 1916, ten months ldtext the confirmation came through
that in fact Henry had been killed in action. Henry, a single man, died at the age of 2
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ALBERT EDWARD KINSON

Rank and Unit:  Private, G.53123, in the Battalion of the Royal
Fusiliers
Born: 1896
Died: Killed in action in Belgium on"28ovember 1917.
Buried in Tyne Cot Cemetery, Belgium: Plot 15, Row C, Grave 11
Age: 21
Parents: James and Ellen Kinson

Albert Edward Kinson, born in 1896, was the son of James
and Ellen Kinson of Ozleworth, near Wotton-under-Edgbatie
three sisters, Edith, Ellen and Elizabeth and two brotl&esrge
and Walter. James predeceased Albert, dying at the age rof 40 i
1903. Before the war Albert was employed by Mr. J. R. Richings
in his butcher’s shop in Long Street, Wotton. Albert esdish
the Army Service Corps soon after the outbreak of war and went
out to France in November 1915. After serving in that uniafor
year he was transferred to the Royal Fusiliers, joinirg2@
Battalion, also known as thed3ublic Schools Battalion. This
Battalion formed part of 19 Brigade in 33 Division. Albert
was sent back to England for training as an infantryman and he
returned to France in March 1917.

Between June and November 1917, Albert fought with hislBatia the 3¢ Battle of Ypres. On
28" November the Battalion found themselves in the Potijza afréhe Ypres salient about 2 kms
north-west of the town of Ypres. On that day the enemy boddshthe area with a heavy barrage
and it was during this barrage that Albert was killed, alonghvib0 other men of his Battalion.
He was 21 years of age.

A letter received from a comrade and sent to his sister Ef#hwer Street, Sinwell, stated that
he had been killed instantly and his body buried. After theAtbert’s body was removed to the
huge British cemetery at Tyne Cot, near Passchendaelew lies in Plot 15, Row C, Grave 11. His
medals, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal were sent to his sidier Edi
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WILLIAM CHARLES KNIGHT

Rank and Unit:  Private, 17731, in tleBattalion Gloucestershire
Regiment
Born: 30 May 1893 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France orthl8ovember 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Age: 23
Parents: James and Louise Knight

William Charles Knight was born in Wotton-under-Edge oh 30
May 1893, the only son of James and Louise Knight of Ragotébin\W
under-Edge. William was educated at the British School &&m
August 1900 until 8 September 1906 when he was 13 years of age.
Between late 1906 and December 1915 William worked in gariou
capacities for the Post Office in Wotton, starting as a tejdy
messenger, then as a postman and finally on the postal staff.

William enlisted in Wotton-under-Edge in January 1915 esopa
Kitchener'sNew Armyvolunteers, being given the service no. 17731
in the 8" Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment. The Battalio
part of the 57 Brigade in the 1®(Western) Division landed in France
on 18" July 1915 after training on Salisbury Plain. WillianoWatd a
short time later on # August.

William saw a great deal of action with the Battalion in Feaaeer the next fifteen months.
In November 1916 the"8attalion took part in front line action in the Aveluy and iG&eourt
areas of the Somme Battlefield. It was here that William hisetleath. First reports reaching
Wotton came from his friend Pte. Fred Trotman of The Bridky#otton, whilst he was home
on leave. Pte. Trotman informed William’s parents thatrdyan attack made by the Gloucesters
at 6 o'’clock one morning, a shell burst among them just as theg wrossing ‘No Man’s Land'.
Terrible havoc was wrought amongst the gallant band and sévesre killed outright. Among
these, according to Pte. Trotman was Pte. Knight, as he didput afterwards, nor did he pass
through the clearing station with the woundetit would have been impossibétl Pte. Trotman
“for any of the men to have been captured by the enemy.”

The & Battalion War Diary confirms Pte. Trotman’s account. It reads as$aHow

17 November, 1916 Marched out of Cromwell Huts at 4.30 p.m. and took over front line
trenches fronf"Battalion, Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.

18" November, 1916 Formed up in Artillery Formation, preparatory to attack on western
outskirts of Grandcourt. 6.10 a.m. attack launglodgedtive reached and
carried. The ®®Royal Warwickshires on our right being partially held up, our
flank was in the air.

Casualties 12 officers, 283 other ranks.

William was one of those casualties. His body was not reedva&iter the battle, so he is
commemorated on the massive memorial to the missing apvhal. He was 23 years of age and
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was a single man. Another Wotton soldier, Pte. Charles T (t62) of the same Battalion as
William, also lost his life in this battle ontfl®8lovember, 1916. Both William and Charles Turner
were members of Sinwell Chapel, Wotton-under-Edge andriaeies are to be found next to
each other on the chapel's memorial tablet.
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JAMES LACEY

Rank and Unit:  Private, 203779, in the2®rth Staffordshire

Regiment

Born: 1884 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: in a Prisoner of War Camp in GermanyroA@il 1918.
Buried in Tournai Communal Cemetery, Allied Extension, Belgium:
Plot 5, Row M, Grave 16

Age: 34

Parents:  John and Julia Lacey
Wife:  Ellen Elizabeth
Children:  Two

James Lacey, born in Wotton-under-Edge in 1884 was theegitguy of John and Julia Lacey
of Church Street, Wotton. John worked as a wheelwright dralakia milliner. Altogether they
reared 9 children - Louise, Frederick, Newton, BlanchéaRthwames, Ellen, Frances and Florence.
Before joining the Army James was station-master at Bardbr_eicester. He married Ellen
Elizabeth (maiden name not known) and they had two childtevas in Coalville, Leicestershire,
that James enlisted in the 2/Battalion, North Staffordshire Regiment in August 13¥ice
no. 203779. The 2/ANorth Staffs were a Territorial Battalion, formed at Hariitaffordshire on
1st November 1914. In January 1915 they joine#t Bfggade in 59 (North Midlands) Division.
During 1915 they trained near Luton and St. Albans. In Ag#d they served in Ireland at Dublin
and the Curragh, helping to restore order, after the EassendRin Dublin. By January 1917 they
were back training on Salisbury Plain. On E&bruary 1917 they landed in France.

21st March 1918 saw the German Army unleash its massive attaitle dWestern Front and
involved in that battle were the men of the 2/Blorth Staffordshire Regiment. Orih18ay the
Gazettearried a report that Pte. James Lacey was wounded andagnis$irance. On T0August
the Gazettearried even more distressing news, as follows :-

The sad news has reached Wotton-under-Edge, that Rizcelaiiidmth Staffs)
died in Germany on theApril, about three weeks after being wounded and taken
prisoner on the Western Front.

The likelihood is that James died of the wounds he receiveattie.lHe was 34 years of age.
James’s body was brought back from Germany to Belgium ali@sHruried in Tournai South
Communal Cemetery, Plot 5, Row M, Grave 16. There are trestinig graves in this cemetery.
They are of two Royal Flying Corps Officers, thought to bérsieAllied fliers to be brought
down in battle. They are Lieut. Vincent Waterfall amtiL2eut. George Gordon Bayley of No. 5
Squadron. They were shot down om®Rugust 1914. It was from this success that Germans
received their first confirmation that the British Forces had arrive8elgium.

After the war James’s widow Ellen Elizabeth moved to Birmaimg living at 446 Moseley Road.
James is remembered on the Tabernacle Roll of Honour iorvVesttvell as on the War Memorial.
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JAMES ELI LAINCHBURY

Rank and Unit:  Private, 40864, in tteBattalion of the Royal

Norfolk Regiment

Born: 1882 or ‘83 in Cromhall, near Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action in France orti"2Vlarch 1918.
Buried in Bouzincourt Ridge Cemetery, France: Plot 11, Row M, Grave
1

Age: 36

Wife:  Florence (née Smith)

Child:  William

James Eli Lainchbury was born in Cromhall, Gloucestershither in 1882 or '83. Before
joining the Army he worked as a gamekeeper. In 1905 Jamegdiaiorence Smith and they had
one son, William. James enlisted in Wotton and joined théSérvice) Battalion of the Norfolk
Regiment, service no. 40864.

The ™ Norfolks were formed in Norwich in August 1914, forming p&aB5" Brigade in 12
(Eastern) Division. The Battalion was slow in rising tostudngth. Local men only made up a
little over half of the strength, the remainder being semnfrother counties, James Lainchbury,
of course, being one of those. In late August Lord Kitchetqpeegsed concern over the situation
which was general throughout East Anglia, so he sent a premiM.P. to make recruiting
speeches throughout the region. The East Anglia press nmalle exhortations throughout
August and early September to local men. There was a suggistidarmers should sack single
men who had not volunteered after the harvest. Someone eean so far as to suggest that
suitable men who had not volunteered, should be shamed mgbeade to wear petticoats!
Martin Middlebrook in his bookKour Country Needs Yelieves that the slow uptake was due
to the East Anglian nature of being careftihinking matters over before rushing in to a project.”
However, at the end of September men came forward willinfigr #heir harvest had been
gathered in.

After their formation the Battalion trained at Shorncljfifomney, Littlestone (Kent) and
Aldershot. On'8 May 1915 they landed at Boulogne. The Battalion were tivetved in all the
battles on the Western Front, from the Battle of Loos ineBdmr 1915 right up to the ‘Advance
to Victory’ battles of 1918. Ont®2March 1918, the 35Brigade with the 7 Norfolks, were sent
to the Albert neighbourhood of the Somme to try to help stéivehe German Spring Offensive.
On the morning of the 2iithe Battalion came under heavy shell and machine-gurAtirel a.m.
the Germans were advancing in strength on the village ofusyvglst 2 kms north of Albert,
alongside the Ancre River. Both flanks of the Battaliorsgigo came under extreme pressure
and they were ordered to fall back. The casualties as a dstiie heavy fighting were very
high - 5 officers killed, 5 officers wounded, 9 officersimgs$ other ranks killed, 72 other ranks
wounded and 202 other ranks missing. It was during this fighton 27 March that James
Lainchbury was killed; he was 36 years of age.

James was buried in Bouzincourt Ridge Cemetery, Soratid, Rlow M, Grave 1. The cemetery
lies in fields just off the Bouzincourt - Aveluy road. WheneRte Lainchbury was informed of
her husband’s death, she and son William were living at 4&@dchtreet, Wotton-under-Edge. As
well as being remembered on Wotton's War Memorial, Jancemisiemorated on the memorial
tablet in Tortworth Church, to the local men killed in the Fiféorld War. James’s son William
took part in the unveiling ceremony of the tablet.
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EVAN JOHN LEONARD

Rank and Unit:  Private, 203250, in the"ZBattalion of the
Warwickshire Regiment
Born: 9 April 1895
Died: of pneumonia in the Netherlands ot T&nuary 1919.
Buried in Enschede Eastern General Cemetery, Netherlands
Age: 23
Parents:  Evan John and Ann Leonard

Evan John Leonard, born oh April 1895, was the eldest son of
Evan John and Ann LeonardSuduthviewBradley Street, Wotton-
under-Edge. Evan John senior was an organist and musieteach
Evan John junior or ‘Jack’ as he was popularly known attetheéed
Bluecoat School in Wotton and afterwards Katharine LadgBgis
Grammar School, but only for a short time. After leaving sclami
worked on Mr. H. J. Grimes’s farm.

Jack Leonard enlisted in the Army early in the war, joinirg th
Royal Field Artillery, service no. 148583. At a later seagehsferred
to the Royal Warwickshire Regiment and was drafted into éie 2
Battalion, no. 203250. The Battalion, formed in Birmingham
October 1914 trained in Chelmsford and on Salisbury Bédidme
crossing to France on22May 1916 where they joined 18Brigade
of 65t (2@ South Midland) Division, a wholly Territorial Division.

Very soon the Division found itself in major action when it wlagsen to take part, with thets
Australian Division in an attack at Fromelles which was espg to attract a Division of German
reserves from the British offensive raging on the Somnme.acton was a costly failure which
made no impression on German dispositions. The South Mi@lattalions failed to get into the
German trenches much to the anger of the Australians whoutticegd but were then left with
an open flank. Fromelles was seen in retrospect as an action that shouldhaeedaken place.

The Division remained on the Western Front until the Anigesseeing action in the Third Battle
of Ypres and at Cambrai in 1917 and in all of the main baifl€918, showing that Territorials
could make a significant contribution to British Expeditionary &oaperations.

Pte. Jack Leonard came through the 1916 and 1917 battleghetscbeing attached to the
Machine Gun Section. TBazettef March 1918 reported the following in its Wotton pages :-

Pte. E. J. Leonard received a ‘parchment’ for an act of gallhetsyPkich
(south-west of Cambrai) onrtigegember 1917. After his section had become
casualties he continued to keep his Lewis Gun in action and waptangile res
for the repulsion of an enemy attack.

However, during the German Spring Offensive in 1918 Jactalsexs prisoner and remained
in a German prisoner of war camp until the Armistice. On ¥ it January 1919 Jack’s parents
were shocked to receive a wire saying that whilst on his wayehbenhad died of pneumonia in
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Enschede, Holland the previous day. Jack had thus beco&é/vl. Leonard’s second son to die,
their youngest son Horace having been killed in action in France in Jél{SEH below).

TheGazettof 25" January 1919 printed a letter from a comrade of Jack’s whaveaptivity
with him. It reads :-

I was with him till we reached Enschede, Holland, when Jack tepbineedasic

before we left Kassel, Germany, Jack said he did not feel veievelhd bat

caught a cold. On the day we left camp,itist. ve waited from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
when the engine came and was fastened onto the cattle truck. Ja¢lodid not ge
very much, but stayed in the truck with a blanket over him and his overcoat on.
Once or twice the train stopped for four hours, so we made tea etc. &ust before w
reached Frankfurt a Sergeant came round and asked if there werdaakgaidk

he did not feel very well. When we reached Frankfurt we were told we $bould hav
go right back via Holland as the French camps were full.

Just before we reached the border we changed into a Dutch Red Cicis$ train, wh
think was on Friday, the"1@st. and arrived at Enschede about 7 o’clock at night.

A Dutch ambulance man came round and asked for sick. Jack did not make up his
mind at first, but went to see the Sergeant. When he came back he said he was going
sick, so | carried his box along the platform till we came acrossisona@sth

who were also sick, and there | left Jack.

The writer speaks very highly of Pte. Leonard, adding -

He was one of the very best chums | ever had. He was also very much liked by the
French prisoners who worked in the same village. He was the orgamstlof ou
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church which he attended every Sunday evening.

Jack was buried in Enschede Eastern General Cemeteryl As ae/ing his name inscribed
on Wotton’s War Memorial, Jack’s name appears on thengabeChurch Roll of Honour, having
worshipped there as a young man and his name can also be fouhe Katharine Lady Berkeley’s
School Roll of Honour.
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HORACE IVOR LEONARD

Rank and Unit:  Private, 30838, in th& Battalion of the

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 1897 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action in France onduly 1917.
Buried in Villers Guislain Communal Cemetery, France: Row D, Grave
3

Age: 20

Parents: Evan John and Ann Leonard

Horace Leonard was born in Wotton-under-Edge in 1897, the
younger son of Evan John and Ann Leonard of Bradley Strétein Wo
After leaving school Horace first worked for Mr. W. Rogergsat h
grocery store in Wotton and afterwards at Darby’s Store iito@]i
Bristol.

Horace volunteered to join the Army some time in 1915, jginin
the 14" Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, the Battalio
going by the name offhe West of England Bantahtes enlisted in
Bristol and was given the service no. 30838. The Battalismaised
in Bristol by the Citizens Recruiting Committee on 2pril 1915. In
June the Battalion was training at Masham in Yorkshire. Bygtu
they had moved to Salisbury Plain. The Battalion crosdechte,
landing at Le Havre on 8@anuary 1916.

One year later the Battalion was in action along the Hindemline, the massive German
defensive position. On thet July the Battalion were in action in Gauche Wood, near Heutlic
about 15 kms north-east of Peronne. It was during this atiianPte. Leonard lost his life, being
killed by a shell. The Battalion Diary for that day reads as follows :-

Gauche Wood (near Heudicourt)

At 1.30 a.m. enemy opened a heavy bombardment on both New and Old Front
Line. During the night 1 other rank killed, 1 died of wounds, 8 wounded.

Horace was no doubt the one ‘other rank’ killed. He lies duneVillers Guislain Communal
Cemetery, Row D, Grave 3. The cemetery lies alongside thedadto Gouzeaucourt. Like his

brother Jack, Horace’s name appears on the Roll of Hortber Bébernacle Church as well as on
Wotton’s War Memorial.
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MAURICE WALTER FREETH LEWIS

Rank and Unit:  Private, 2193323, in Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry

(196 Battalion)

Born: 4 May 1893 in Kingswood, Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action in France orhl&ugust 1918.
Buried in Bouchoir New British Cemetery, France: Plot 4, Row B, Grave
52

Age: 25

Parents:  William Thomas Lewis and Elizabeth Lewis

Maurice Lewis was born in Kingswood, Wotton-under-Edgé dnag 1893, the second son of
William Thomas and Elizabeth Lewis. After leaving schootitéaworked in the office of Tubbs-
Lewis at New Mill, Charfield. At the age of 20 Maurice mav€thhada. At the time of joining
the Army, Maurice held a responsible position with the Geathern Fruit Packing Company,
managing one of their district branches in Saskatoon.

Maurice enlisted in the Canadian forces omAgril 1917, giving his address as 100" Sgeet,
Saskatoon. He joined the ¥9@MNestern Universities) Battalion of Princess PatriCiaisadian
Light Infantry, service no. 2193323. His Attestation Pgpes the following personal details -
height 5 feet 5.5 inches, chest 34 inches, complagi@yesdabrown, hair - d@k 2d June 1917
Maurice embarked at Halifax and sailed on$i%Olympiavhich docked at Liverpool on th&.9
There followed three months training in England at SeafSubsex. Onh%BSeptember Maurice
arrived in France.

The Patricias had already seen much fighting on the WeBtemt. Raised in Canada ond23
August 1914, they sailed for England oh 3éptember. After three months training they crossed
to France, arriving at Le Havre ornr?Recember. They joined up with the"8dfantry Brigade in
27 Division. In the Brigade with them wer& Battalion, Rifle Brigade, the and 4" Battalions
of the King’'s Royal Rifle Corps and tieBattalion, King’s Shropshire Light Infantry.

The Battalion then saw action in several battles along tlest®vn Front. First at St. Eloi in
Belgium on 14 March 1915, then the®Battle of Ypres from 22April to 3% May 1915. Next
the Battle of Mt. Sorrell near Ypres from March to Augug, 18&n the Battle of the Somme in
September and October 1916 and then Vimy Ridge (part of the Battle)fil\April 1917.

On 4 November 1917, Pte. Maurice Lewis joined his Battalidmeifi¢ld and was to see his
first action of the war at Passchendaele, in theBattle of Ypres. Maurice came through that
bloody battle unscathed. Between December 1917 and Julth@9R8&tricias were not involved in
front line action but spent most of their time in training.

On & August 1918 the Battle of Amiens began when the Allies hadgniheir surprise action;
taking part in the battle were the Patricias. Great advamnere made with Germans falling back
and many being taken prisoner. Many of their guns were capitindeed thet8 August became
known as'the black day of the German Ar&adly, it was during this battle that Maurice Lewis
was to lose his life. It happened orihl&ugust, near the village of Parvillers, 36 kms south-dast o
Amiens. On Tuesday,'2B8ugust, eight days after their son had been killed, WilkawhElizabeth,
who were then living in The Chipping, Wotton-under-Edgeeived official confirmation that
Maurice had been killed. Then, ont&lgust, theGazettearried a letter from Capt. Fanbrocke of
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the Patricias, stating how Maurice had been killed. He writes :-

Pte. Lewis died fighting in an attack on a village (@Bardieenemy shell fell right
in the trench and killed him instantly. He was killed bl eadibra shell, a piece of
which pierced his helmet and penetrated to the brain, athée large fragment
entered his neck. He died instantly.

Maurice Lewis lies buried in Bouchoir New British CemeRloy 4, Row B, Grave 52. The
cemetery can be found 8 kms north-west of the town of RoyéeoD.934 road to Amiens. A year
later an‘In Memorianmotice was placed in th@azetteo Maurice, by his mother, father, sisters
and brothers.
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ALBERT MARSH

Rank and Unit:  Private, 308273, in the Tank Corps
Born: 1893
Died: of influenza in France ornf2B@ecember 1918.
Buried in Duisans British Cemetery, France: Plot 8, Row B, Grave 59
Age: 25
Parents:  Charles and Elizabeth Marsh
Wife:  Jane (née Farmiloe)
Children: vy, Albert Nigel and Ivor

Albert was the son of Charles and Elizabeth Marsh. Chathesyvas
born in Leighterton, Gloucestershire worked as a farm layoé\t the
time of Albert’s birth the family were living in Gloucest&est, Wotton-
under-Edge. After leaving school Albert worked as a vanrdiitee Co-
operative store in Wotton. Albert married Jane Farmiloethag made
their home at theBrickyard Wotton. The Great War was to bring great
tragedy to Jane, as she lost not only her husband, but a lbroErank (38)
and a brother-in-law, Bill Exell (37).

Albert first served in the Norfolk Regiment before tramsig to the
Tank Corps, service no. 308273. A number of years ago | regtsAdbn
Ivor, who was able to show me some of his father’'s war medais;ibed
along the rim of one were the words ‘Norfolk Regiment’ amsdskrvice
no. 202333. Albert served on the Western Front for over eaosy part
of that time in the % Tank Carrier Unit, with which unit he was able to celebrage Armistice
on 11 November 1918. Then on Christmas Eve in Wotton-underkitlgeveryone celebrating
peace and looking forward to Christmas, came the shocking tieat Albert was dangerously
ill in hospital. Only a couple of days later Jane receivetbtlowing letter from an officer in the
Tank Corps, for whom Albert was a batman :-

Dear Mrs. Marsh,

It is with very real regret that | have to corroborate the news dlfieayono
by the War Office as to your husband’s death. He has been attached &dlyne person
during the whole time he has been with the company, so | can assurenyou that | a
qualified to say that in his duty and in his invariably cheery manfiarptierig
to be desired either as a soldier or as an officer’s servant, in whichdiggteecap
was employed.

He contracted influenza about 10 days ago and no improvement kexhg appa
after two days in bed, he was sent to hospital where he passed qatetly away
mid-day on the 2Becember. He is buried in the British Cemetery about 4 miles
outside Arras, and just off the main Arras-St. Pol roall akteryded his funeral,
together with a party of his comrades,

Believe me, faithfully yours,
G. Bruce Westall
2" Lieut. Tank Corps

Albert was buried in Duisans British Cemetery, Plot 8, R@vaBe 59. He was 25 years of age
and became another victim of the great influenza pandemi®8-1919. On ®March 1917 a
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short article in theGazettestated that Albert was in hospital in Doncaster suffeffiogn double
pneumonia. Could this earlier illness have been a factoisiddath, twenty-one months later?
Albert left not only a wife,but three small children, Ivyprhand Albert Nigel. Another tragedy
was to strike the family in less than two years, when Jane walsetin her home in Gloucester
Street on 15 November 1920, just 27 years of age. This now left the ehilth orphans, but they
were soon taken in and brought up by three different aunts.
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HENRY GEORGE MAY

Rank and Unit:  Corporal, 18645, in teeéBattalion of the

Worcestershire Regiment
Born: 1896 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France onApril 1918.
Commemorated on the Poziéres Memorial, France: Panel 41
Age: 22
Parents:  Nun and Mary May

The month of April 1918 was a devastating one for Nun and Mary
May of Sinwell Lane, Wotton-under-Edge, for in that mongy th
received the awful news that two of their sons had been kitled
the Western Front. OretJApril Cpl. Henry May was killed in France
during the German Spring Offensive and only two weeks la&r P
William May was killed in Belgium.

Henry or ‘Harry’ as he was known was the tenth child of Nun and
Mary May. Both Nun and Mary had worked at Tubbs-Lewisavidls
many of their children were to follow them there includingriya
Harry was born in Wotton in 1896. As a young man he attended
Wotton Baptist Church. He enlisted in Wotton at the outbrefathe
war, joining the % Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment, service
no. 18645. In th&azetteof 30" September 1916 there is a report of

Harry being wounded and receiving treatment in a hospiégkiin England at Tunbridge Wells.
In December of that year Harry spent some time on leave at his home in Wotton.

The Gazetteof 9" December 1916, under the headiri@oldier Brothers Home Togethiges
details of the war experiences of Harry and his brother Gewlg survived the war. It reads as

follows :-

Among Wottonians home on leave last week were the two soldier sons of Mr.
Nun May, both of whom have been serving in France since early in 1915. The
elder, Pte. George May belonged to the Royal Army Medical Corps and in spite
of the dangerous character of his work, his unit has often been under fire and
has suffered many casualties. He has been fortunate enough to come through
without sustaining a scratch. He brought many interesting relics from the
battlefield, including a German helmet and a portion of a hat of a Bavarian
officer who had been *blown to bits’.

Lance Cpl. Harry May has just recovered from wounds. Although only 18

he joined up in the first days of recruiting and has seen a very great deal of
heavy fighting, belonging to a Battalion of the Worcesters which has made
fame for itself on more than one occasion. Lance Cpl. May has been ‘over the
top’ no less than five times. On the last occasion-when he was wounded-he
was one of five specially selected for a bombing raid. The raid was of very
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important character and their officer promised the five heroes a reward if they
were successful. That they accomplished what was required of them is proved
by the fact that while he was at home Lance Cpl. May’s share of the reward
came in the shape of 14 shillings in cash. The brothers have now returned -
Pte. George to France and the other to Exmouth, having been transferred to
another unit.

Eventually Harry returned to France and for the next 16 nss#w considerable action on the
Western Front; during this time he was promoted Corporah Aesult of the Russian Revolution
in October 1917 and her dropping out of the Alliance, Gerrmauald now release thousands
of troops who had been fighting on the Eastern Front and mogmtto France and Belgium.
Germany now saw its chance to make a thrust in the west bechusenumerical advantage; the
United States wasn't to enter the war in large numbers ualyl 1918. So began the Kaiser’s Battle
or ‘Kaiserschlacht’, the German Spring Offensive on tiséevide~ront, the first day of which was
21t March 1918.

28" March saw thestBattalion, Worcesters in the Moreville Wood area of thetFténkms
south-east of Amiens. The Battalion Diary foAfril reads as follows :-

“Battalion holding a line on the west side of Moreville Wood. A very quiet day.
The cavalry made an attack north of the wood assisted by very numerous
aeroplanes which was successful.”

Harry was killed on this ‘very quiet day’ probably by a sngperstray shell. He was 22 years old.
His body was not recovered after the fighting so he is commaawon the Pozieres Memorial to
the Missing, Panel 4. The Memorial is found in the PoBétes$h Cemetery just outside the village
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of Pozieres and alongside the D. 929 road from Albert auB®wp The Memorial commemorates
the men of the Britisht5Army with no known graves. There are over 14,600 names afnbs&m
relating to the fighting in this area during the German offensive of Maguii-1918.

TheGazettef 11" May 1918 contained a poem to Harry’s memory, composed lngia,cBte.
H. G. Allen who served with the Army Service Corps during the war. It wascentitle

‘My Cousin Har

When first the country called to arms,
Her bravest and her best,

My cousin Har was one to go
Along with all the rest;

Shall we forget that bygone day,
When he a soldier marched away,

Thinking naught of life and freedom,
But duty to his King and Kingdom.

He took the oath before his God,
To serve his homeland well,

And by those words he fought and died,
And like a soldier fell.

Now he sleeps. No more he fights;
His duty done, no more to roam

No more to face the shot and shell,
For God has called him home.

There is a photograph of Harry and William his brother, inyAamiform in this same edition
of the GazetteHarry and William are commemorated on their young sistges’e in St. Mary’s
churchyard in Wotton (see above).
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WILLIAM NUN MAY

Rank and Unit:  Private, 34351, in th& Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1890 in Plymouth
Died: Killed in action in Belgium on"April 1918.
Commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, Belgium: Bay 5
Age: 28
Parents:  Nun and Mary May
Wife:  Elsie Florence (née Durn)

William Nun May was the seventh child of Nun and Mary May of
Sinwell Lane, Wotton-under-Edge. He was born in Plymou890.
After leaving school he worked for Tubbs-Lewis & Co., asodidof
his brothers and sisters. William enlisted in the Army irstBl on
12h August 1917, being posted to the"IRattalion (‘Bristol's Own’) of
the Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 34351. Thai®&atvas
raised at Bristol by the Citizens Recruiting CommitteedrnABigust
1914. It landed in France ors24ovember 1915. It saw service there
until November 1917 when it was sent to Italy. It was whis#yth
were in Italy, helping to push back the Austrian Army, thatisvn
joined his Battalion.

Whilst on leave in Wotton in September 1917, William married

Elsie Florence Durn (usually known as ‘May’)Ro$e Cottage
Kingswood, the marriage taking place in Kingswood Parighc@hlt wasn’t long before William
had to return to his Battalion in Italy. In March 1918 thewetbback to the Western Front
to help to try to counteract the German Spring Offensive.alasonth later the 12 Battalion
were in the front line at La Motte-au-Bois, close to the Rr8wdgian border, 5 kms south of
the town of Hazebrouck. On"14pril the Battalion Diary noted that there was heavy enemy
shelling but no infantry action. One Other Rank was killedifanr wounded. The ‘Other Rank’
killed must have been Pte. William May. He was 28 years dlgrid body was not recovered
so he is commemorated on the Ploegsteert Memorial, PaBelgtum. The Memorial is about 17
kms south of Ypres and 2 kms north of the village of Pleedstlongside the N.365 road. The
Memorial is in the form of a Rotunda, it contains 11,447 nahasen who were Killed in local
battles and have no known graves.

TheGazetteof 11" May 1918 contained accounts of the death of William andrbikdr Harry,
together with photographs of the two young men. Like his beot William was a member of the
Baptist Church in Wotton. The brothers are remembered ogridnee of their two young sisters
in St. Mary’s churchyard in Wotton, the grave contains the followingiptgm :-
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In
Affectionate
Remembrance Of
The Two Sons Of
Nun and Mary May.
Cpl. Henry George May
Killed in France. April1918
Aged 22 Years
Also Pt. William Nun May
Killed in France Apriih1¥018
Aged 28 years.
The Dearly Beloved Husband Of
Elsie May
Ever Lovingly Remembered By Their
Father, Mother, Wife,Sisters & Brothers
Honour To Those In Battle Slain
Who Died That We May Freedom Gain.
To Their Brave Memory Homage Give,
On History’s Page Their Deeds Shall Live.
Lucy May
Died January@889, Aged 6 Weeks.
Elsie May
Died April'®81894, Aged 2 years.
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THOMAS MEADOWS

Rank and Unit:  Private, 24393, in tieBattalion of the

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 1878 in Podington, Bedfordshire

Died: Killed in action in France or Buly 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France

Age: 38

Wife:  Name not known

Children:  Four, but names not known

Thomas Meadows was a native of Bedfordshire, having beeimabe
village of Podington, near Rushden in 1878. He moved to Wotider-
Edge in 1911 to work as under-gardenei ¢ Ridgésee ‘Bengough’, no.
8). The Meadows family, Thomas, his wife and four childred ih Valley
Road in Wotton.

Thomas enlisted in the Gloucestershire Regiment in Wattédmgust
1915, joining the 8 Service Battalion, service no. 24393. ThBatalion
formed part of 57 Brigade along with the 1¥0Royal Warwickshire
Regiment, the X0 Worcesters and thet"8North Staffs. On"2July 1916
they were in the thick of things, fighting in the Battle of tB®mme
and occupying trenches in the Tara-Usna Line sector of the Ribday
they were involved in fighting the enemy. On the next day 3D h.m.
they moved forward to attack the enemy via St. Andrew’s Avé@nench.
This trench led north-east from the town of Albert to theag# of La Boisselle. The attack on La
Boisselle went in at 3.15 a.m.

Commanding the '8 Gloucesters in this attack was Lieut. Col. Carton de Va®8tO. Adrian
Carton de Wiart had been in the Army since 1899 and had logteaim &omalia and a hand at
Zonnebeke, Belgium, in addition to being wounded sevéhar dimes. He was awarded the
Victoria Cross for his work at La Boisselle. In his MemaiterCde Wiart plays down his part in
the attack, remarking;During that engagement | was compelled to use someribmibssioand
last time and found a new use for my teeth, pulling the;dingasuhankful that my teeth were my
own.”

Another soldier in the 37Brigade also won a V.C. at La Boisselled@uly. Pte. Tom Turrall of
the 10~ Battalion, Worcestershire Regiment stayed out all dggrizkthe village with a wounded
officer, Lieut. Richard Jennings, and brought him in afsgk.dAt one time both men were
completely cut off from British troops, but Turrall held thewnd and brought Lieut. Jennings
in when a counter attack made it possible. Unfortunatelyidgys, who was the son of the Rev.
Jennings, Rector of King's Stanley, Gloucestershiresa@badafter in a dressing station. Before he
died Jennings was able to tell his colleagues of Turradtieeby. For a fuller account of this event,
see Michael Stedman’s bdak Boissellpublished by Leo Cooper, pages 69-71.

Thomas Meadows was found later in the day, lying in a newbnt&@erman trench. According
to Major C. H. Harding of the"8loucesters, writing in the Battalion Diary, the actiorLa
Boisselle cost the Battalion dearly, 6 officers were killédvounded and 280 other ranks were
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either killed or were missing. Unfortunately Pte. MeadsWwedy was lost in further fighting and
so he is commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, Pier @ed BA & 5B. There is a photograph
of Thomas in th&azettef 224 July 1916.
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FREDERICK GEORGE NEALE

Rank and Unit:  Private, 240654, in theBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 8 March 1895 in Plymouth
Died: Killed in action in France orhl&ugust 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France: Pier 5, Faces A & B
Age: 21
Parents:  John Neale. Mother’'s name not known.

Frederick George Neale was born in Plymouthtolkl&ch 1895, the
eldest son of Mr. & Mrs. John Neale. George, as he was kntamdgedt
the British School, Wotton-under-Edge frothSkeptember 1902 until
16 April 1908. After leaving school, like many other local ystarng,
George went to work in one of Tubbs-Lewis mills. At tha tine family
were living in Gloucester Row, Wotton.

George enlisted in Wotton as a Territorial oft 2ugust 1914 and was
posted to the 6 Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment. He served in
‘C’ Company with the service no. 240654. He was draftediod-véth
his Battalion, landing at Boulogne ort"2dlarch 1915.

George saw action with his Battalion in the Ploegsteed af Belgium

and later moved with his Battalion to the Somme area of Erdie First

Battle of the Somme commenced srJdly 1916 and was still raging on
30 September, when an announcement appeared iGdmettéhat Pte. Neale had been wounded
on 16" August. Sadly, another report appeared oh @ftober, stating that Pte. Neale was now
‘believed killedThis phrase was repeated an agonising ten months laterarGéwetteof 11
August 1917. One can only imagine the torment the family wengg through, as they awaited
official confirmation of these reports. It is not clear wiugficial news arrived of George’s death,
but in the Gazettef 16" August 1919 ain Memorianmotice appeared, as follows :-

Neale, Pte. Frederick GeorggeBditalion, Gloucestershire Regiment. Eldest
son of Mr. & Mrs. John Neale, 6 Gloucester Street, wounded anl missing 16
August 1916, presumed killed on that date.

Mother, father, sister and brother.

A similar entry appeared on f14August 1920. The Battalion Diary for/lB" August 1916
contained the following :-

“Ovillers / La Boisselle

‘C’ Company party on way to relieve post near Anzacs heavily shelled.
Lt. Hawkins buried by shell and bruised. Other ranks - one killed and one
missing.”

The likelihood is that George Neale was the ‘missing’ sol@emrge was just 21 years old. Since
his body was not removed from the battlefield, he is commatadron the Thiepval Memorial,
on the old Somme Battlefield, Pier 5, Faces A & B. Ptes Niealals are on display in the Soldiers
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of Gloucestershire Museum, Gloucester, GL1 2HE; they mesented to the Museum by Mr. G.
Hale in 1984. A photograph of Pte. Neale appeared Brisi@®l Times & Mirrof It April 1916.
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RALPH ELLIOT NOYES

Rank and Unit: ~ Major in the t@attalion of the Yorkshire Regiment

Born: 28 November 1873

Died: Killed in action in France on"23eptember 1915.
Commemorated on the Loos Memorial to the Missing, Panels 44 & 45,
Dud Corner Cemetery, France

Age: 42

Parents:  Colonel George Augustus Noyes and Helena Noyes (née Elliot)
Wife:  Florence E. M. Godson
Child: A son - Richard Ralph George Gower Godson

Ralph Elliot Noyes was born on®2Blovember 1873, the
second son of Colonel George Augustus and Helena Noyes.
Colonel Noyes served with the Royal Artillery in Valetédta\

At various times he lived in St. Stephen’s Road, Cheltenham
and atRedesdal&he Park, also in Cheltenham.

Ralph Noyes attended Cheltenham College between May and
December 1886 and ons2Dctober 1893 was commissioned
as a 2 Lieutenant in the Yorkshire Regiment (Alexandra,
Princess of Wales’s Own). Promoted Lieutenant in December
1896 he saw service on the North-West Frontier of India in
1897 and 1898. For his service there he received the India
General Service medal with two clasps.

Lieutenant Noyes rose to the rank of Major in 1910, retiring
from the Army in 1911 and came to live at Stow-on-the-
Wold, Gloucestershire. Ralph married Florence Godson in
Kew, Surrey, at about this time. A boy, Richard Ralph George
Gower Godson, was born ori"lApril 1913. On the outbreak
of war, as an officer of the Reserve, he was recalled focservi
being appointed a Major in the i @attalion of the Yorkshire
Regiment and going to France orth ®eptember 1915. On the
25" the Battalion was detailed for the British offensive takin
place at Loos, where the objective was Hill 70, a low hill with
bare sides, lying to the east of Loos and a heavily fortified
German strong point. By the 26the unit, together with others having the same objectivasw
already at the limits of physical endurance, but they swegen pushing over the top of the
crest, being cut down as they tried to advance further. Theytdkshires lost their Commanding
Officer and the next three senior officers, one of whom wasrNMayes, all within a few moments
of each other. Ralph Noyes has no known grave and is commedorathe Loos Memorial to
the Missing in Dud Corner Cemetery. He left a widow and sohard Ralph George Gower
Godson Noyes, who also served as an officer in his late father’s Regiment.

It is not known what Ralph Elliot Noyes’s connection was Wibtton-under-Edge, nor why
his name is inscribed on Wotton’s War Memorial. In Chedtenhe is commemorated on the War
Memorial in the Parade and also on a tablet in St. StephemsICISt. Stephen’s Road. Major
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Noyes is incorrectly attributed to the Lancashire Reginsenthe Roll of Honour in Wotton's
Town Hall.
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FREDERICK ORGAN

Rank and Unit:  Private, 241692, in theBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 16 May 1892 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France oh 8eptember 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Age: 24
Parents: Henry and Mary Organ

Frederick Organ (Fred) was the youngest of the eight chilofrédenry and Mary Organ of
Market Street, Wotton-under-Edge. All the family wera lm\Wotton including Fred's parents,
Fred being born on ¥6May 1892. Fred’s brothers and sisters were - Lucy, Radpik, [Hlorence,
Arthur, Blanche and Henry. All the boys served in the FirdoWar, Fred being the only one to
lose his life. Fred attended Wotton's British School fromiMach 1899 until 3®November 1906.
After leaving school Fred worked for Tubbs-Lewis in onteeoflbcal cloth mills. Fred attended
both the Tabernacle and Baptist Churches in Wotton.

In December 1915 Fred enlisted in Wotton and joined th&ditalion (Territorials) of the
Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 241692. Fred was &ztion with his Battalion in France
during the spring and summer of 1916. Fred now became attachthe 9 Battalion of the
Devonshire Regiment, part oft2@8rigade in ¥ Division. It was whilst he was with the Devons
that Fred was killed.

On H September 1916 the"Devons, after training at Buire, embussed for Mametz aed th
marched to Montauban, from there they went along Ginchy éedrench into positions. The
mission of the Devons was to capture the village of Ginchykrhis north-east of Guillemont.
At 8 a.m. on ¥ September thet9Division, with the help of a company of Battalion, Border
Regiment, went over the top and got into Ginchy, where thaBai ran into a storm of machine-
gun fire which forced them to withdraw after having receivaahsiderable losses - 3 officers
killed, 12 or more wounded. Out of 700 men who took part in tteckt only half remained to
be relieved after dark by the Gordon Highlanders and to drags$elves back to Montauban. It
was during this attack on Ginchy that Fred lost his life, he @4&years old. Fred’s body was not
recovered after the battle, so he is commemorated on thepi¥dd Memorial, Somme. It wasn't
until July 1917, ten months later, that Fred’s parents hédiaf confirmation that he had been
killed in battle on # September 1916.

In Wotton Fred's name appears on the Tabernacle ChurtlbfRtdnour as well as on the
town's War Memorial. Another soldier who fought and dietthwihe 9" Devons was William Noel
Hodgson, son of the Vicar of Thornbury, Gloucesterstodgdén, who gained the Military Cross
for bravery was a famous war poet, his most famous poem pisobabhgBefore Actionritten
only two days before his death during the Battle of the Sommau(t 1916).
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WALTER GEORGE PAGETT

Rank and Unit:  Private, PO/485(S), in the Royal Marine Light Infantry
Born: 26 May 1893
Died: Killed in action in Gallipoli ont2Blay 1915.
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli
Age: 22
Parents:  George Simpson Pagett and Kate Pagett

Walter George Pagett, born ont2Blay 1893 was the son of George
Simpson Pagett (grocer’s porter) and Kate Pagett (from cRkdst
Somerset). Walter had an elder brother, William, and argsiS&rah.
According to the 1891 Census George and Kate were livingrim Me
Haven, Wotton; at some later stage they moved to the Clgppifalter
attended the British School front December 1899 until ®5June 1906.
On leaving school he worked as a draper’s errand boy.

Walter served with the Royal Marine Light Infantry during tivar,
his unit being the Portsmouth Battalion of the Royal Nawakion. His
service no. being PO/485(S). There is a photograph of Weadteng his
Naval uniform, with the captiollMS Impregnabla,the Bristol Times &
Mirror of Bt April 1916.

Walter took part in the Gallipoli campaign and was killeddtion there
on 28" May 1915, just two days after his twenty-second birthdalték's body was not recovered
after the battle and so he is commemorated on the Hellesoki@nat the southern tip of the
Gallipoli Peninsula (see below). In Wotton, Walter ienainered on the Tabernacle Church Roll
of Honour (donated to the Heritage Centre on the closuteeoftiurch) as well as on the town’s
War Memorial.
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ALBERT PARKER

Rank and Unit:  Private in the Royal Engineers (Railway Battalion)
Born: 1870
Died: at his home in The Steep, Wotton-under-Edgeto@d®ber 1916.
Buried in the Tabernacle Church Burial Ground, Wotton-under-Edge
Age: 46
Parents: James and Jane Parker

Albert Parker was one of the six children of James and J&ee 620 Bradley Street, Wotton-
under-Edge, being born in 1870. James Parker worked in @he lafcal cloth mills. Albert's
brothers and sisters were :- George, born in 1862, Flonerd&¥b, Edith in 1880, Arthur in 1884
and Harry, born some time after 1891. Before joining the Aklbgrt was a mail cart driver.
TheGazettef 2Ft October 1916 gives an account of Albert’s service caezth dnd funeral. It

reads :-

The death occurred on the 13th inst. of Mr. Albert Pativeroa Wotton-under-Edge,
recently discharged from the Army. He enlisted in teerSr{§ailway Battalion) in
August of last year (1915) and was sent to France gha fidgnvas abroad 6 months
but had to be invalided home suffering from the effexgspofsgning. After treat-
ment at a Reading military hospital he was drafted tan§aton and again sent
to the front line, but owing to iliness was finally diechafe has since been in poor
health, it is thought to the effects of being gassed. Death octer &dep, TWotton.
Deceased’s age was 46. The funeral took place on Wertobeddgtat the Tab-
ernacle burial ground, Wotton-under-Edge, the Rev. ¢kd Dffiogfting. The chief
mourners were Messrs. Harry Parker (Bristol), Gkerg@dBasiey), Arthur Parker
(Cardiff), brothers and the Misses Florence and EdithsRasier (si
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JOE ANTHONY FRANCIS PARKINSON

Rank and Unit:  Lieutenant in the Battalion of the Dorsetshire
Regiment
Died: Killed in action in France orihiQctober 1914.
Commemorated on Le Touret Memorial, France
Parents: Thomas and Ada Blanche Parkinson

Joe Anthony Francis Parkinson, known as ‘Billy’, was theggstison of Thomas and Ada
Blanche Parkinson @he Ridgeear Wotton-under-Edge. Nothing is known of Billy’s ezger,
but it is likely that he was a regular soldier, serving in tii@attalion of the Dorset Regiment. The
1st Dorsets were part of the"Division, one of the original 6 Divisions of the Britishéthtionary
Force. Thes1Dorsets sailed from Belfast ch August 1914, landing at Le Havre off Bugust.
Together with the ¢ Norfolks, the ¢ Cheshires, and thetBedfordshires they formed thet15
Infantry Brigade. The Brigade were soon in action at theeBaftMons, this was followed by
action at Le Cateau, the Marne and the Aisne before thaiBatinoved to the La Bassée sector

of the front.
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On 12 October the 15 Infantry Brigade found themselves in action against then@as near
the village of Givenchy, 8 kms east of Béthune. During tye tighting the % Dorsets lost 11
men killed, 30 wounded and 2 missing. At 5.30 a.m. on thelk attack by the % Division
resumed in an early morning mist. Lieut. Billy ParkinsominCompany of thestiDorsets lost
his life when the Germans brought up a field howitzer battegncentrating their fire on ‘D’
Company who had found themselves in the open. Capt. Dav@tsomanding ‘D’ Company was
also killed at this time. Altogether thet Dorsets lost 4 officers killed, 7 wounded and 4 missing,
of other ranks 14 were killed, 122 wounded and 284 missihgs a result of their action on 1.3
October. Some days later a burial party discovered 130 other ranks killed

Lieut. Parkinson’s body was not found after the battle arftess commemorated on Le Touret
Memorial in France.
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FRANK PEARCE

Rank & Unit:  Private, 7316, in theBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1886
Died: Killed in action in Belgium oh Bovember 1914.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Age: 28
Parents: Henry and Jane Pearce

Frank Pearce was born in 1886, the second son of Henry ariRedaoe. Henry, a farm labourer,
was born in Kingswood in 1865 and his wife Jane was born inrl886tton-under-Edge. Frank’s
elder brother was William, nine years his senior. After kthere followed three more children :-
Harry, born in 1888, Albert in 1890 and a daughter born some time after 1891.

Frank enlisted in Stroud in November 1903 and at the outlwkalar in 1914 was probably
on the Reserve list when he was called up into thBdttalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment.
Frank was drafted to France on"18ugust only nine days after Britain declared war on Germany

When Frank was killed ori"8November 1914, his battalion were engaged in th8ditle of
Ypres in Belgium. The Battalion Diary foNbvember to thet6has this to say about the action :-

The Battalion remained in Herenthage Wood being continually called up by
day and night to support theBtigade and parts of tteDivision on the
Veldhoek Line. During this time the Battalion was about 300 strong. In the
counter supporting attacks made by the Regiment on NoveGdyer A.

McLeod was killed andl2eut. R. M. Grazebrook was wounded. About 200
men arrived under Capt. Pritchett but no record was kept as the draft went
straight into action on arrival. Capt. Blunt slightly wounded\Nmv@mber

and away from Battalion for 4 days in the Regimental dressing station at
Ypres. On night of Novemth@nben Frank was killedhe Battalion

moved back to Bellevaarde Farm near Hooge Chateau, remained there till 4
p.m. Novembeh @shen they marched to Zillebeke to reinforce the line which
had been broken there by the Germans. Orders were received that night to
clear the Germans out of the wood just east of Zillebeke, but the Battalion
were held up by barbed wire and machine gun fire and had to withdraw to a
line between the wood and the village, where they dug in.

Having no known grave, Frank is commemorated on the Meatm Memorial, Ypres. In the
Gazettef 10" November 1917, page 5, three years after Frank’s deashintiMlemoriamrmotice
appeared :-

Pearce. In ever loving memory of our dear son andteotheamk Pearce, who was
killed in action Novembér1®14 at Ypres. Ever remembered by his loving Mother,
Father, Sister and Brother and Aunt Polly.

Though lost to sight, to memory ever dear.
A similar'in Memoriamappeared in th&azett®f 8" November 1919, page 4.
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Note: the place names shown in this historical map are asitkey known at the time of the
First World War. Many are spelled differently today.
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ROWLAND JAMES PEARCE

Rank & Unit:  Private, 12/3122, in thé Waikato Regiment, Auckland

Infantry, New Zealand Regiment

Born: 1888

Died: Killed in action in Belgium on the August 1916.
Buried in Cité Bonjean Military Cemetery, Armentieres, France: Plot 1,
Row E, Grave 32

Age: 28

Parents:  Charles and Beatrice Pearce

Rowland James Pearce, born 1888, was one of the sevennc{fddireboys and three girls)
of Charles and Beatrice Pearcdloé FirsKingswood, Wotton-under-Edge. Charles worked as
an elastic weaver in one of the local mills. With his brothesr@e Rowland emigrated to New
Zealand. Th&azettef 19" August 1916 takes up the story :-

Pte. R. Pearce accidentally killed

It is our painful duty to record the death in France aWamdRl. Pearce, fourth
son of Mr. & Mrs. C. W. Pearce of The Firs, Kingswptain Avdtes to say that
Pte. Pearce was accidentally killed while in the trer8dtesday theénst. and
that his body was conveyed back to the camp at St. Jeaedamihotull military
honours and a cross erected over the grave. The chapldiatatsizased was a
brave lad, beloved by all his comrades.

Pte. Pearce as a lad attended the British School, \detiBdge) afterwards
being apprenticed with Mr. F. Holloway, draper androétfieiea short while at
Sharpness and Bristol, he left England for New Zealaf@dyahmiago, settling
in Waikato. On the outbreak of war he relinquished a go@ohdgoined the 16
Waikato Regimentt Auckland Infantry and proceeded to Gallipoli with afdraf
reinforcements for the gallant New Zealanders. He siavatibeservice against
the Turks, coming through the campaign unscathede®igadrafted to France
he took part in some 15 engagements and as recentlyasidlyegpBavious to his
death wrote home saying how thankful he was that he hadrbe@mosgo his bit
in the great advance.

Pte. Pearce will be remembered by many both in thismtisaticSharpness and
the sympathies of all will go out to the bereaved famitgvemmt seen their son
since he migrated to the colonies. He was on a draft famtekvanice when the
advance began and leave was stopped, so that his hope tamigeabasrf was
not realised.

The gallant soldier was in his y@&ar. He was a tall, well-built young fellow and a
good all-round athlete. He played football for Auckldndhaertly for Sharpness,
being a very sound defensive full back. A brothereaetmed, Sgt. Major G. V.
Pearce is serving with the New Zealand Mounted Inf@rityganin the South
African War with the North Somersetshire Yeomanry.

162



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

At some stage Rowland’s grave was moved as he now lies inoGjgaiB Military Cemetery,
Armentiéres, France, Plot 1, Row E, Grave 32. In WottoarRisvhame was included on the
Tabernacle Church Roll of Honour. His name also appears on thedad¥ar Memorial.

It is interesting to note that the Pearce family are descetsdaf Master John Pearce, the owner
of the Mayflowerwhich took the Pilgrim Fathers to America.
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FRANCIS PERRY

Rank & Unit:  Corporal, 76104, in the Royal Field Artillery

Born: 1896 in Cardiff

Died: from disease in Mesopotamia or 2@ly 1916.

Buried in Basra War Cemetery, Iraq: Plot 5, Row E, Grave 11
Age: 20
Parents:  John and Annie Perry
Wife: Isadora Ellen (née Dixon)
Child:  Frances Audrey

Francis Perry, known as ‘Frank’, died a long way from his hokvetton-under-Edge. He was
serving with his unit in Mesopotamia, now known as Irag, whe succumbed to disease. At that
time Mesopotamia was under the control of the Ottoman Eamgihe Mesopotamian campaign
grew out of the British defence of the oil-pipeline from Rgfisan). From Basra near the Persian
Gulf, British forces advanced towards Baghdad in early A9tS initial success the British were
forced back to Kut-al-Amara where they were besieged ih1®i6. It wasn't until October 1918
that the Turks were finally defeated in Mesopotamia.

Frank Perry was the son of John and Annie Perry. He was Woandifif in 1896. In 1915 Frank
married Isadora Ellen Dixon - known as ‘Cis’ - of Marke¢tSthotton-under-Edge. Cis was the
daughter of Cpl. and Mrs. Dixon; the Cpl. D. Dixon of the Refjahce Corps named on Wotton's
Roll of Honour in the Town Hall, is likely to have been faisier. A daughter, Frances Audrey,
was born to Frank and Cis in June 1916, just one month before Frank died.

Frank enlisted in Cardiff and joined the Royal Field ényilWith the service no. 76104. He
served in France and was badly wounded. After recoveringtfrese wounds he returned to his
unit and was sent to Mesopotamia in May 1915. News of Frdedt reached Wotton in August
1916. Under the headingBombardier Francis Perry - Death in Mesopthen@azetteof 19
August mentioned that the news had reached Wotton just fesesdearlier. Frank was 20 years
old. He was buried in Basra War Cemetery. He lies in Plat &,Rrave 11. During the war Frank
was promoted Corporal and there is mention in G&zetteof 24" May 1919 that Cpl. F. Perry’s
wife would be presented with thBlons Sta1914 Star) for his service in France.
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ALBERT WILLIAM POULTON

Rank & Unit:  Sergeant, 18108, in the Battalion

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born:  April 1883 in Long Eaton, Derbyshire

Died: of wounds in France on®8lay 1916.
Buried in Gorre British Cemetery, France: Plot 1, Row D, Grave 19

Age: 33

Parents:  Charles Jacob and Emily Poulton (née Greenaway)
Wife:  Annie Kate (née Lewis)
Children:  May Alexandra, Patricia Audrey, John Denis, Peggy and Madge

Albert William Poulton was the only surviving son of
Charles Jacob and Emily Poulton, who at one time lived in
Back Lane (now called Gloucester Street), Wotton-under-Ed
At a later date the family moved to North Nibley. Charles was
born in Wotton and Emily in Longcot, Berkshire. A boundary
change now places Longcot in Oxfordshire. Charles and Emily
married in Cheltenham when Charles was a police constable.
Due to an injury Charles left the police force and was given a
small pension. In 1884 it is recorded that Charles was a wagon
repairer when the family were living in the Long Eaton area
of Derbyshire. Altogether, Charles and Emily brought up a
family of nine children, Albert being one of only two boys.
Albert’s brothers and sisters were - Ruth, Elizabeth, Fanny
Lillie, Florence, Mary, Edith and John. UnfortunatelyhEatid John died young, Edith at only
four months and John four years. The first four children wera when the family were living
in Derbyshire. They must have moved to Gloucestershire frid891 as the census for that
year has Charles as a labourer in Wotton. Charles also waslkedhimney sweep, being a well-
known personality in the district because of this line of work.

As a young man Albert Poulton was apprenticed to MessrsJdstimam and Sons, builders,
as a mason. He enjoyed sport and represented both NorthyNiblg Wotton in cricket and
football. He was also a member of the Wotton quoits team. ttbarried Annie Kate Lewis in
St. Mary’s licensed school room, Wotton, oA R&cember 1905, the church being closed during
restoration. Albert was 22 and Annie 23 years of age. At e of their marriage Annie was
living in Kingswood. Her father, William John Lewis, wodk®édn elastic braider. Annie’s mother
was Elizabeth, née Freeth and was from Malmesbury, Wiltshire.

Albert and Annie had five children, John Denis bomSkptember 1906, May Alexandra born
in 1911, Patricia Audrey, Peggy and Madge (dates of birtknootn). Albert and Annie made
their home in Upper Bradley Street in Wotton.

Albert enlisted in Bristol in January 1915, joining th& (Borest of Dean) Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 18108. Duringli®Eattalion trained in various camps
including Winchester, Aldershot and Witley (Surrey). iAlpained rapid promotion, becoming
Sergeant in less than three months; he also qualified adlandtructor. On 8 May 1916 the
Battalion sailed for France from Southampton in two shipsSIS Marguerigand theSS Maiden
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and docked at Le Havre. Once in France the Battalion movexRestubert/Givenchy area where
they carried out pioneering work during the next few montimsich of it concerned with barbed-
wire laying.

It was whilst carrying out these duties near the village ofdes that Sgt. Albert Poulton was
shot by a sniper on the night of 224" May. Albert died of his wounds before reaching a dressing
station, he was 33 years old. News reached Annie only a weeknldhe form of three letters
written by officers in Albert’s Battalion. One of the letters contaitedfollowing words :-

It is with great regret that | have to convey to you the sad tidingsusbgadish
death. Generous in high degree, kind to every man, doing his duty in a quiet
unassuming manner, his loss is keenly felt, both by his men anerhaseifoR

will be able to obtain some comfort and consolation in the fact that he died qui
peacefully and painlessly. Let me assure you that you have oungesghgsh sy
your hour of trial.

Albert was buried in Gorre British Cemetery, Plot 1, Rowabe@9. Gorre is a village just 3
kms north-east of the town of Béthune. A year after Albed dn'In Memoriammotice appeared
in the Gazettgit read :-

In loving memory of Sgt. A. PoultdnGldsters. Died of wounds Franeé&a
1916. Still sadly missed by his sorrowing Mam, Dad and sikgisiérise Tone.

A photograph of Albert appeared in tBeistol Times & Mirrof It April 1916. Annie emigrated
to Canada with the five children some time after her husisateath. John Denis Poulton, one
of Albert and Annie’s sons, was a Lieutenant in the Soutrat8askvan Regiment and came to
England during the Second World War. Whilst here he visitedunt Lillie Jane Organ in North
Nibley. Tragically John was killed orth ¥pril 1942 when he was walking at night, accompanied
by his sergeant, along the Eastbourne Road, Wilmingtor, &essex, when they were struck
by a motorcycle despatch rider. The motorcyclist and thgesert survived the accident, but
sustained injuries. John’s funeral was at North Nibley anddds a Commonwealth War Grave in
the cemetery there. In the graveyard of North Nibley Pahsindh can be found the grave of little
John Poulton, Albert’s brother who died ¢nRebruary 1897 at the young age of four years. Albert
is also commemorated on his brother’s grave.
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HEBER WILLIAM PROSSER

Rank & Unit:  Bombardier, 825670, in the Royal Field Artillery
Born: 1887
Died: of wounds in Belgium ontlB8ugust 1917.
Buried in Duhallow Advanced Dressing Station Cemetery, Ypres,
Belgium: Plot 1, Row B, Grave 9
Age: 30
Parents:  Edgar and Julia Prosser

Heber Prosser was born in 1887, the third child of Edgar and
Julia Prosser of Back Lane, Wotton-under-Edge. The ®rosser
first child Henry was born in 1880, the second, Edgar, in,1882
Louise their youngest child was born in 1889. Before emgjisti
in the Army, Heber worked first as a carriage driver at$kan
Hotel Wotton, and later doing similar work in Painswick, near
Stroud. Heber was among the first volunteers for Kitchener’
New Army, joining the Royal Field Artillery, service no63@5
After training in Chelmsford he crossed to France in APt 1
and fought in several actions during the next two years. InlAp
1916 he was home on leave just one month before his mother
died.

On P June 1917 the British Commander in Chief, General Haig,
gave the order to launch a major attack on the Germans inuBglgoping to accomplish a major
victory before the Americans arrived and as a preliminamgafiuring German naval bases on
the Belgian coast. Thus started the bloodyBattle of Ypres. Ontl@ugust Allied forces attacked
in great numbers to the north and east of the town of Ypres. Garmans were well dug in on
carefully sited posts. The German troops managed to inélénad work round to the rear of some
of the leading British battalions. From machine gun postsGlermans delivered devastating fire
on the flanks of other advancing British troops. Many Braatiers found themselves in swamp
conditions under constant shell fire.

In August 1917 two fateful letters arrived at GloucestegedtiVotton, at the home of Louise,
Heber’s sister. Both were written by Major L. C. Wilson,dahewander of ‘C’ Battery, 248rigade
of the Royal Field Artillery. The first arrived soon after thieAiegust. It read :-

Dear Miss Prosser,

| very much regret having to inform you that your bBuheyardier H. W. Prosser
was rather badly wounded this morning, while serving his gun. @ihe wadbe
back and although severe, is not | am informed dangerous. Ihsipedtelyhe
will soon be across in England and able to go about again,
Yours faithfully,
L. C. Wilson (Major)
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This communication was datedtl@ugust. Just over two weeks later another letter arrived
from Major Wilson. It reads :-

28" August 1917
Dear Miss Prosser,

It is my painful duty to inform you that your brother, BombaodserPdied of

his wounds soon after reaching the dressing station. His death geeatldsva

to me, as although | recognised that his wounds were serious, | hatli®ped th
would recover from them. The shock to his system had been too much for him.

Your brother has all along done splendid work with my Battery afeshoddy st
before his death | had promoted him to be full Bombardier. We naafiyhendr
his loss will be greatly felt by us all. My brother officers joimceearsgmpathy
for your great loss.

He was buried with full honours two miles from the Battery pasitiancas has
been made by the Battery and erected over his grave.

(A sketch of the cross was enclosed with the letter).

Heber’s grave is to be found in Duhallow Advanced DresstignrSCemetery, Ypres, Plot 1,
Row B, Grave 9. This cemetery, named after a Southern IrisHies in the northern suburbs
of Ypres, just a 10 minute drive from the town centre. It aorg some 1500 Allied graves and 54
German.

Because of Heber's connection with Painswick, he is conmakehan that village’s War
Memorial as well as on Wotton’s. Painswick War Memorialds found in the Parish Churchyard.
His name also appears on the Roll of Honour inside the churdbrtunately Heber’'s name
incorrectly appears as ‘Albert’ on both memorials.
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ELTON MAURICE RICHINGS

Rank & Unit:  Lance Corporal, 20651, in tteBditalion Yorkshire
and Lancashire Regiment
Born: 1893
Died: Killed in action in France orihlday 1916.
Buried in Norfolk Cemetery, France: Plot 1, Row A, Grave 53
Age: 22
Parents:  Albert and Blanche Richings

Elton Maurice Richings was born in 1893, the son of Albert and
Blanche Richings of 10 Long Street, Wotton-under-Edgerewh
Albert had a butcher’s shop. Elton was educated at Kathaadg
Berkeley's Grammar School. After leaving school Elton waskad
butcher’s assistant in his father’'s shop. He was a well-kneand
popular young man in the town and played for Wotton footbalbcl
before joining the Army and during his periods of leave.

Elton was one of the first young men from Wotton to join the
Territorial movement and for some considerable time joyede
to Dursley weekly to drill with the Company in that town. The
Territorials had been formed after the Haldane Reform3G0&. 1.ord
Haldane was a Liberal politician and became Secretaryteff&ta
War from 1905 to 1912. The Army was being reorganised in¢be fa
of Germany’s growing aggressive stance. The Territaviaxis part-time soldiers and formed to
help defend Britain in times of war. They could not be serdabunless they volunteered. After
the war had commenced nearly all the Territorial soldiefadhvolunteered for overseas service.

Elton joined the Army onsiSeptember 1914, just one month after the commencementof th
war. He joined the ¥Lancers with the service no. 23867, serving a few montHs thé&m in
Longmoor, Hampshire. He was then transferred to an infarggyment - The Yorkshire and
Lancashire Regiment - joining theh1(Bervice) Battalion, service no. 20651. He completed his
training at Sunderland and went to France with the Battabonl0" September 1915, landing
at Boulogne on the 11 The Battalion formed part of the'6Brigade in the 21Division. After
additional training in trench warfare, the ®0rorks and Lancs took part in its first major battle,
when on 2% September it went into action at Loos. The Battalion sedftarribly, 320 men being
killed or wounded; luckily Elton came through the battle unscathed.

During October the Battalion fought in several differenatlmns in France and Belgium. In
action at Hooge, near Ypres in Belgium, Elton was woundstirapnel. He was sent back to
hospital in England and after two months or so recoverieggent a few days at home in Wotton.
December 1915 saw Elton back in France. His Battalion weraribe Armentieres section of
the Front. During this month the TOvorks and Lancs were, on several occasions bombarded very
heavily, suffering many casualties. In that same monthtarletritten by Elton appeared in the
Gazetteunder the heading'Whizz Bangs Every D#yincluded the following :-

170



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

| was just getting ready for the trenchgs
when itthe Wotton-under-Edge
Christmas parcglcame. It is very wet
out here, but they give us top boots and
skin coats, so that helps to keep us dr
and warm. | hope to get leave soon, s
will thank you all then. We get some
whizz-bangs over every day, but they
don't always hit the mafkVhizz-

bangs were high-velocity, low-
trajectory shells that made a shrill
approach noise and then a sharp
explosive report)

Elton survived the whizz-bangs and other
actions up until May 1916 when thet8orks
and Lancs found themselves in the Meaulte
area of the Somme, about 4 kms south of thg
town of Albert. On 16 May the Battalion went
into the Front Line. The Battalion diary records
the following :-

o

A4

“Weather very changeable but hot

towards the end of tour. Very quiet

time. L.Cpl. Elton Maurice Richings
killed in action 16.5.1916.”

So yet another young Wottonian was unluckily killed duringuget time’

On the 2%, five days after Elton’s death his parents received a lettéten by one of his pals
stating that Elton had been killed. An obituary appearedhimGazetteof 27 May including
details of Elton’s death. His pal stated that Elton had béé&dkoy a sniper on the morning of
16" May while a group of men were engaged in railway constraatiork behind the trenches,
he added that death resulted three minutes after Elton hamhliet, and that whilst they were
removing Elton’s body another soldier was hit and he alsi. dibon was 22 years of age. Writing
to Elton’s parents a few days later, a chaplain added that #®m was buried in a military
cemetery on the evening of the day he had met his end. The &¢@ spoke in high praise of
Elton’s ability as a soldier.

Elton was buried in Norfolk Cemetery, Somme, Plot 1, R@Gna¥e 53. A number of years ago
staff and pupils of Katharine Lady Berkeley’s school weeetahlisit Elton’s grave and place a
remembrance cross upon it. Not far away from Elton’s graeigrave of Major S. W. Loudoun-
Shand of the 20Green Howards who won a V.C. enldly 1916 for continuing to urge his men
forward despite being mortally wounded.
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JOHN RICHINGS

Rank & Unit:  Sergeant, 235048, in thet Rayal Gloucestershire
Hussars Yeomanry
Born: 1894 in Ozleworth,Gloucestershire
Died: of dysentery in Damascus oft Ottober 1918.
Buried in Damascus Commonwealth War Cemetery, Row A. 96
Age: 24
Parents:  John Blizzard Richings and Elizabeth Mary Richings

John Richings was the middle son of John Blizzard Richid@diaabeth
Mary Richings of Long Street, Wotton-under-Edge, whexe dtvned a
butcher’s shop. John or ‘Jack’ as he became known, was lfozteimorth,
near Wotton in 1894. The eldest of the Richings boys was HHedrihe
youngest Horace William. John also had three sisters - Méadgbrie and
Mary.

After leaving school Jack assisted his father in his butclkéop. At

the outbreak of war Jack enlisted in the Royal Gloucestershissars

Yeomanry at Berkeley, with the service no. 235048. Jadddenalmost

the whole period of the war. He saw active service with hisaBa in

the Gallipoli Campaign, also in Egypt and Palestine5®dahuary 1916,

whilst serving in Gallipoli he was promoted L/Cpl. and &n Rebruary

promoted Corporal. Rapid promotion continued and Jack wade m
Sergeant a short time later. Jack was wounded on no less hihe@ dccasions but always made
a good recovery.

Just one month before the Armistice, Jack died in Palestiti2" @ctober. His parents received
a wire on 18 October saying that he had died of dysentery in Damascuasipist 24 years old.
This news must have come as a terrible shock to his parentep$da had no warning that he
was ill.

173



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

83
HENRY LANCELOT RIDLEY

Rank & Unit:  Private, 14768, in the" Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1% March 1888 in Chute, Wiltshire
Died: Killed in action in France orih2Ruly 1916.
Buried in London Cemetery, France: Plot 4, Row C, Grave 19
Age: 28
Parents: The Rev. Lancelot Ridley and Mrs. A. M. Ridley

Henry Lancelot Ridley was born ot March 1888 in Chute, near Ludgershall, Wiltshire, the
only son of the Rev. Lancelot Ridley, vicar of Chute, andAMK4. Ridley who originated from
Wotton-under-Edge. Henry was educated at Epsom and lateeld¢ College, Oxford, where
he graduated in 1909. Henry took up schoolmastering, teadimistgin Malvern and then at
Southbourne, near Bournemouth.

Soon after the outbreak of war, Henry enlisted in Bristokptesnber 1914 and was drafted to
the 12" Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, service41@81 The ¥2Glos. belonged to
the 95" Brigade in 32 Division. After training in Wensleydale, Yorkshire, andalisbury Plain
they were drafted to France ons2lovember 1915. They entrained at Wylye railway station,
Wiltshire, under the command of Lt. Col. Martin Archer-Sbe®.0., M.P. for Folkestone, and
crossed to Boulogne on the sifpanraewith a strength of 27 officers and 886 other ranks. After
arriving in Boulogne they proceeded to Ostrohove Reserve Camp.

Martin Archer-Shee was the brother of George Archer-3Slegfanhily residing in Woodchester,
near Stroud at that time. Lieut. George Archer-SheeBtB. (attached s1 Btn.) The South
Staffordshire Regiment, was born oh Blay 1895 and killed in action near Ypres, Belgium on
31t October 1914, quite early on in the w&he Timereport on George’s death included the
following :-

He joined the Royal Naval College, Osborne, in 190&rhote@srcircumstances
which afterwards formed the subject of legal proceetiegKiimg's Bench, the
result of which was the complete vindication of his character.

George had been dismissed from Osborne for allegedlyngteafive shilling Postal Order. In
the 1940s Terence Rattigan wrote a play based on the Arlcbere8se, calling it The Winslow
Boy. In the play George became Ronnie Winslow and his bid#rgéin, Arthur Winslow. The
play was first produced in the Lyric Theatre, London ohMay 1946. It is sad to think that
George, who had gone through the trauma of a celebrated case, should lose his life on the
Western Front, only a few years afterwards and at the tender age of 19.

The first battle that the 12 Gloucesters fought in was the Battle of the Somme, cogingen
on Bt July 1916. At 3.30 p.m. orti28uly the battalion attacked the enemy in the Longuevabsect
of the front and it was during this attack that Pte. Henry &idias killed by a shell, three of
his comrades falling simultaneously. Henry was 28 yeargeaflais interesting to note that
Henry’s name appears on the Memorial to the Missing of them@dBattle at Thiepval, but that
he lies buried in a marked grave in London Cemetery, PloWdCRGrave 19, only 5 kms away.
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The reason for this is that Henry’s remains were not foundl time¢ 1930s, when they were
unearthed as a farmer was ploughing on his land. Indeed, irsnad First World War soldiers
are still being found along the Western Front, usually lognéas when working their land. If
they are allied soldiers, the C.W.G.C. will do their bestetotify the soldier and then give the
man a military funeral and interment in one of their beautifikept cemeteries. The Thiepval
Memorial on which Henry’s name was inscribed had already éescted and unveiled ons81
July 1932. London Cemetery, the third largest on the Spoom@ins 3,300 graves, an extremely
high percentage of them being of unknown soldiers, showinagférocity of the fighting on the
Somme. The cemetery is found alongside the D. 107 road aadmpdich to Longueval, opposite
High Wood (Bois des Fourcaux).

On the death of Henry’s father, Mrs. Ridley returned to WRItead, Wotton, from Chute. Henry’s
name appears on Wotton's War Memorial as this is where hisamcesided during the war and
to where he returned when on leave.
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W. ROBINSON

Rank & Unit:  Corporal in the Gloucestershire Regiment

The identity of this serviceman commemorated on Wottorss Memorial and on the Roll of
Honour boards in the Town Hall has not been establishedoN®isof this name and initial
having any obvious connection with the town of Wotton-unéeige is recorded in the publication
Soldiers Died in the Great. Warreport of a Corporal W. Robinson having died betweensfAugu
1914 and November 1918, nor perhaps having died of wouretstadtArmistice, has been traced
in the GazetteHowever, there are four soldiers who served in the Glearsbsre Regiment and
died in the Great War who had the initial ‘W’ in their name amel surname ‘Robinson’. None of
them had the rank of Corporal. They are :-

Pte. William Robinson 738@attalion. Born St. Mary’s, Bristol. Enlisted Guildford.
Killed in action France & Flandeidd@y 1915

Pte. William Ansell Robinson 20228/Battklion. Born Leyton, Essex. Enlisted
Romford. Killed in action France & FlanteXo2&mber 1917

Pte. William Robinson 1993&BE3talion. Born Birmingham. Enlisted Birmingham.
Died France & Flanderts 2gril 1916

Pte. William Henry Robinson 2534@4a8alion. Born Bath. Enlisted Bath. Died
France & Flander$ Beptember 1918

N.B. ‘Died’ rather than ‘Died of wounds’ or ‘Killed in a¢tsuggests that the serviceman may
have died of illness.
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FREDERICK RODMAN

Rank & Unit:  Drummer, 13608, in tkeQarrison Battalion,
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Born: 1884 in Berkeley
Died: on 26 December 1916 in Cairo, Egypt.
Buried in Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt: Grave F. 174
Age: 32
Parents:  John and Elizabeth Rodman
Wife:  Lucy (née Avenell)

Frederick Rodman was one of the four sons of John and BhRdwxnan,
who at the time of Frederick’s birth were living in Berkefegderick was the
third born of the boys, his brothers being James, William Bdward. At
some stage the family moved to Wotton-under-Edge, livihgnrell Sinwell.
The 1891 census states that Frederick’s father was a cakeirby trade.
Frederick was a keen footballer, representing both Wott&nCA and Sinwell
Star Football teams. Frederick married Lucy Avenell iei@bpt 1910 before
joining the Army.

Frederick enlisted in Wotton, joining the GloucestesRegiment, with

the service no. 23343. At a later date Frederick transfesrgme ¥t Garrison

Battalion of the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, with the iserao. 13608. It

may be that Frederick had either suffered wounds or had beeilowing

him to do less strenuous work in a Garrison Battalion. Dunag service

drummers would have been obliged to double up as infantryriée %
Garrison Battalion were formed at Weymouth ot 2Qigust 1915 and immediately sailed for Egypt,
arriving in September. The Battalion went straight to Kbani, where it remained till December
1916.

How Frederick came to lose his life is not known, but the
‘In Memoriamhotice below appeared in th@azetteof 11
January 1919 :-

Rodman. In loving memory of Frederick Rodmaly| of
Sinwell who died on active service at Cairo, Decqgfpber
26" 1916. Ever remembered by his mother, fatherfand
brother.

=

Frederick was buried in the Cairo War Memorial Cemeteny,
Grave F. 174. This cemetery is situated approximately 5 krlL
south-east of the city centre. A photograph of Frederic
was published in thdristol Times & Mirrof It April 1916.
Frederick’s widow Lucy remarried, taking the naRewland’
and lived afThe PotterieSortworth, near Falfield.

Being a member of Sinwell Chapel, Frederick if
commemorated along with seven others who fell in the Greg
War, on a tablet in the chapel. The tablet reads as showI
here :-

<
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JOHN CREED RUDGE

Rank & Unit:  Able Seaman, J./15444, in the Royal Navy
Born:  August81895
Died: Killed by a mine explosion in the North Sea orD&&ember 1917.
Commemorated on the Royal Navy War Memorial, Southsea,
Hampshire
Age: 22
Parents:  Charles and Emily Rudge

John Creed Rudge (‘Jack’) was born in 1895, the youngest son o
Charles and Emily Rudge of Bradley Street, Wotton-undet-Ed
Jack was a pupil at the British School in Wotton. As a young man
he worked at Wotton's Post Office as a telegraph messergerasi
a member of Wotton's Baptist Church. In 1910 at the age otk5 Ja
joined the Navy, service no. J./15444. According tBriilseol Times &
Mirror of It April 1916, where there is a photograph of Jack, he was
then serving orHMS Myngé#&t some stage soon after that date he
transferred toHMS Torrent

During the night of 2®/239 December 1914MS Torrenn
company withHMS Surprisen into a minefield in the North Sea.
Both ships were lostiMS Radiamgicking up few survivors from
the icy waters. Jack was not one of those survivbosientwas a
destroyer of 1,014 tons, captained by Lt. Cdr. F. A. Waheeshtp was less than a year old when
she was sunk.

Jack was one of seven children, one of his brothers Willlamsarved in the Navy during the
First World War. Jack is commemorated on the Royal Navy War MeBmuthsea, Portsmouth.
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WILLIAM THOMAS SARGENT

Rank & Unit:  Private, 17318, in th¢" Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Died: Killed in action in France on"2September 1915.
Buried in Dud Corner Cemetery, France: Plot 7, Row D, Grave ¢

William was born in Wotton-under-Edge. Unfortunately ldhagen unable to trace his parents
or any other members of his family. However, the 1891 cerms show that aSargentfamily
were living in Gloucester Street, Wotton-under-Edge dttitme, the father's name beirigacques’

William enlisted in Wotton-under-Edge early in the warnijog the 1@ Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 17318. TheGlducesters were formed in Bristol in
September 1914 as a Service Battalion to distinguish them fine Regular and Territorial
Battalions. The Service Battalions were also known as Newy é&rKitchener Army Battalions.
In November 1914 the Battalion were in billets in Cheltembad in April 1915 were training
on Salisbury Plain. William was drafted to France with @aBon in August 1915. The 110
Battalion joined the <1 Brigade of the st Division. This Brigade consisted of battle-hardened
regulars and Territorial soldiers of the original British Expexéry Force

Only five weeks after landing in France th& Battalion were engaged in the Battle of Loos, the
biggest battle on the Western Front involving British gaiglsince the start of the conflict in 1914.
Like many other British soldiers, William was killed on ih& flay of that Battle - 26September
1915. The 20Gloucesters lost 150 men that day, killed wounded or ngska fact, nearly all the
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unaccounted for were dead.

William was buried in Dud Corner Cemetery. The cemetepynarsed because many of the
British shells fired in the battle failed to detonate. Thmetery lies alongside the N.43, Loos-
Béthune road, 5 kms north-west of Loos town centre. Comraggdoon the Loos Memorial to
the Missing in Dud Corner Cemetery is the young soldier fbetrles Hamilton Sorley, amongst
whose poems is the well knowivhen you see Millions of the MouthlessAdsadommemorated
is the late Queen Mother’s brother - Fergus Bowes-Lyon of the Black WatcbriReg
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WALTER CHARLES SAUNDERS

Rank & Unit:  Able Seaman, R/1694, in the Royal Naval Division

(Anson Battalion)

Born: 1891

Died: of wounds in France ot January 1918.
Buried in Sunken Road Cemetery, Villers-Plouich, Nord, France:
Grave 28

Age: 27

Parents: Charles and Dora Saunders

Walter was born in 1891, the only son of Charles and Dora &auafiEastcourt, Wiltshire.
Nothing is known of Walter’s early life, but it is assumed tharesided in the Wotton-under-
Edge district on becoming a policeman in the Gloucestersbatice Force. We know that he
played football for Wotton A.F.C. Walter became engagedl&t 8hort of Bradley Street, Wotton
(see (90) below).

Walter enlisted in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reservé dude 1917, joining the Anson Battalion
of the Royal Naval Division, with the service no. R/1694eMedined at Blandford, Dorset, and
went to France in September 1917. In November 1917 the Rubhb.itself in the area of the
massive German defensive position - the Hindenburg Linne iregion of Gouzeaucourt, about
16 kms south-west of Cambrai.

The actions of the Naval Division from November 1917 arelgs$an the history off he Royal
Marines in France, 1916-i®1l8 section entitledAction of Welch Riddereads as follows :-

At the end of November was fought the successful Battlbraf, in which the
British had obtained considerable gain and had createshjliéres Salient which
included about four miles of the front and support time$lofdenburg Defences in
that area. On 80November the Germans had counter-attacked and bnaddeathro
Gouzeaucourt where they were counter-attacked andgtthgp€diards Division.

A defensive flank had been made running south-westettbngidlge, which ran

at right angles to the Hindenburg sector and was impartamiofmmanded the
approaches to Masniéres and Marcoing. The Royal Naverdigied thes81

and 6% Divisions on 15t2Rovember. The frontage taken over was 6,000 yards and
included the north slope of Welch Ridge and the wholé teagthstern face. On

the right where it overhung the British line the slope fell down steepdyi¢y.t

Before the arrival of the Royal Naval Division in this$&etman document was
captured, saying that thed§BRoyal Naval) Division would arrive shortly and that a
determined resistance must be expected!'tbgac8ber the troops were occupied
in improving the trenches and making the defenceg jpossier to settle down

for the winter.

At dawn on 3December, the enemy dressed in white suits as the groavetedh

with snow, delivered a strong attack along practieaole front of the Division,
which at first met with considerable success, for thesdedeapenetrated at certain
points, and the enemy actually gained Welch Supptet: atbacks were delivered
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in the afternoon and drove the enemy out of the podigoAgsisdn Battalion,
temporarily commanded by Lieut. Commander Bucklayfingacieunter-attack at
night and drove the enemy out of the Welch Supportomesnder Buckley was
awarded the D.S.0O. The enemy, however, retained tleednohthiereby deprived
the British of the observation which they had hithestedegind further the enemy
were now able to observe the British rear defences.KlWwasat@wewed on the
morning of the 81n the vicinity of the centre, but was repulsed aftefipkeang.

This was the action in which Walter Saunders was seriousiyndad. According to a letter sent
to Violet Short, Walter’s fiancée, some time in Februar§ b91George Redler, commanding ‘A
Company of the Anson Battalion, Walter was hit in the neckdgca of shrapnel. He was carried
to a dressing station where later during the following day he died.

Walter lies buried in Sunken Road Cemetery, VillerseR|adNord, France, in Grave A. 28 (see
below). Villers-Plouich is a village two kms north of Gouzeaucourt.
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WILLIAM HAROLD SAXTON

Rank & Unit:  Private, 16367, in the Rattalion of the

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 1879 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action in Belgium on"iBlay 1915.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium

Age: 35

Parents:  George and Edith Saxton
Wife:  Florence Lucinda (née Lewis)
Children: At least two

William was born in Wotton-under-Edge in 1879, the son ofdeeo
and Edith Saxton dflazel Cottag&kudgeway, Bristol. William married
Florence Lucinda Lewis in March 1900 and according ‘ta Memoriam’
in the Gazettethey had at least two children. William also had brothers
and sisters, but the exact number is not known.

William enlisted in Bristol in December 1914, joining theBattalion
of the Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 16367. "Tl&ldicesters
formed part of the &LBrigade in 27 Division. On 18 December 1914 the
Battalion landed at Le Havre. William joined his Battalfter &raining in
England, on the™ April 1915. By this time the 2Division were taking
part in the 2d Battle of Ypres and fighting in the area between Hooge and
Zillebeke, east of Ypres.

On 10 May, just over a month after he had arrived on the Western
Front, William was killed in action; he was 35 years of agkiawihas no known grave and is
commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial to the Missigies. Th&azettéor 11 May 1918
has anln Memoriamentry relating to William. It reads as follows :-

O for a touch of that vanished hand,
And the voice that we loved so dear.

From a Commonwealth War Graves Commission Register, d@rapbat Florence re-married as
her name was given aBrancon’
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HENRY LAMBERT SHORT

Rank & Unit:  Gunner, 16333, ‘D’ Battery, B8gade, Royal
Field Artillery
Born:  October 1893 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: of wounds in France oh &ctober 1916.
Buried in Grove Town Cemetery, France: Plot 1, Row M, Grave .
Age: 22
Parents:  Frank and Olive Short

Henry Lambert Short, usually known as ‘Harry’, was born ittdio
under-Edge in 1893, the only son of Frank and Olive Sh&ubakville
Bradley Street, Wotton-under-Edge. As a young man Harkegd/&or Mr.
Price, butcher of Bradley Street and then at the Co-operatores as a
van man.

On the outbreak of war Harry enlisted in Wotton with his fdébeorge
Pagett. They joined the Royal Artillery, Harry’s servicdeimg 16333.
Both Harry and George saw much active service togetheriattery,
934 Brigade. In October 1916 the Brigade were taking part iBdtide of
the Somme, which had then been going on for four months.

On 4 October whilst on active duty Harry was seriously woundih w
shrapnel shell injuries. He was taken to a dressing statioerevGeorge
saw his friend being attended to. George could see that the@sto

Harry’s back and legs were indeed serious. Harry died orolibeving day and was buried in
Grove Town Cemetery, 3kms north-west of Bray-sur-Sareries in Plot 1, Row M, Grave 29.
George wrote to Frank and Olive Short immediately on heafimtarry’s wounds, but had to
send a second letter the day afterwards telling them of Hadwath. An officer from the Brigade,
Capt. C. L. Kingscote also wrote to the family concerningysateath and they also received
confirmation from the Artillery Records Office at Woolwich.

Harry was just one week short of his®2Birthday when he died. He was of fine physique and
was an exceedingly popular young man in Wotton. Grove Tamretéry is a large cemetery
with 1,392 graves. Also buried in this cemetery is the wat peglie Coulson who died just three
days after Harry and at the age of 27. A few weeks before his death Coulson wrstatidri:-

“If I should fall do not grieve for me. | shall be one with the wind analnithéhsu
flowers.”

On 6" October 1917 aitn Memoriammotice appeared in th&azettérom Harry’s parents and
sister, it contained the word$is country called, he answered. R.I.P.”

186



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

91
ARCHIBALD E. SMITH

Rank & Unit:  Private, 9683, in th#eBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 30 March 1895 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France ort"28eptember 1914
Commemorated on the La Ferté sous Jouarre Memorial, France
Age: 19
Parents:  Alfred Edward Rodomont Smith and Rhoda Jane Smith (née D

Archibald Edward Smith was born in Wotton-under-Edge ¢nh\8@rch 1895, the eldest son
of Alfred Edward Rodomont Smith and Rhoda Jane Smith, métt.D¥erchibald had a brother
Claude and a sister Louise. The family were living at 5 Best, SVotton-under-Edge when
the children were born. Sadly Rhoda died in childbirth ind&i897. Alfred Smith was a well
known character in Wotton; from his house he ran an umbredi&ing business as well as being
a hairdresser (notice the barber’s pole in the photograph Blear Street below). Alfred also
entertained the young people of Wotton with a Punch and Jadw.sHe was known to many
people as ‘Professor Rodomont’ or ‘Umbrella Smith’. Asichilyst attended Wotton Bear Street
Schooaol, living just opposite, betweerti28arch 1898 and 2Uuly 1902. FromtBeptember of the
same year until 16 April 1908 he was a pupil at the British School, completisgducation at
the age of 13. After leaving school Archibald worked as an errand boy.

Archibald enlisted in the Army in July 1912 at the age obiting the Xt Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment, service no. 9683. Fi&lducesters were drafted to France oh 13
August 1914, just nine days after the outbreak of war. Thalo@t were placed in theBBrigade
of the ¥t Division of the British Expeditionary Force, along wiih &t Queen’s, thes1South
Wales Borderers and thed2Velch Regiment. After a few days in the concentration daréa a
Havre, the B.E.F. went north to the Belgian frontier. THeag helped form a defensive line along
the Mons Canal. Soon the British Army had to fall back ase¢het~Army to their right could not
hold their position. ThesiDivision retired to Landrecies.

It was at Landrecies that thetlGloucesters engaged the enemy for the first time. In this
encounter the battalion lost 5 men killed and 30 woundednyodrchibald Smith had come
through the first ordeal. During the next 13 days the batialinarched 200 miles with very little
sleep and food, but never getting into very close contact thighenemy. After a few days respite
there came the great combined British and French attackhwdriave the Germans almost from
the walls of Paris back across the Marne and the Aisn régerow the Germans had established
a defensive line north of the Aisne and there was very hegtirig along the the Chemin des
Dames. Between theiénd the 24 September thesiGloucesters spent much of their time in
the front line and had to endure much heavy shelling. It wasyest of the town of Troyan that
Archibald was killed by a shell on the®24

Alfred and his second wife, Hannah, had to wait for over B\ymafore they were given the
definite news that Archibald had been killed in action int&aper 1914. They must have gone
through agonies during this time as conflicting reports arriving as regards Archibald. For
instance there was a report that Archibald himself had wnta letter to his parents in October
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1914. Another communication came through stating that he been taken prisoner and yet
another report that he had died in a Prisoner of War camp.iBaltts body was not recovered for
burial, so he is commemorated on the La Ferté-sous-Jouamrerldl, Marne, France (see also no.
39 - Pte. W. B. Fay, who is also commemorated on this Memorial).

Archibald's father Alfred also served in the war. He emliatehe advanced age of 51, joining
the Royal Engineers-Pioneer Regiment, service no. 162@7NMay 1916. He served with the
R.E. Transport Depot for two years before being dischamgé&d May 1918. Some time during
the war the family moved to Gloucester Street in Wotton. Bytitme Alfred had married Hannah
Rudman. It was at Gloucester Street that he passed away"ddal@mber 1930. Alfred’s name
follows that of his son on the Roll of Honour in Wotton's Town Hall.
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FREDERICK SMITH

Rank & Unit:  Rifleman, R/35612, in the Battalion of the King’s

Royal Rifle Corps

Born: 1884 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action in France ori"2ZRine 1917
Buried in Croisilles British Cemetery, France Plot 1 Row G Grave 11

Age: 33

Parents:  Joseph and Jane Smith
Wife:  Name not known
Child:  Name not known

Frederick (Fred) Smith was the eldest of the 6 children g@bRi@nd Jane Smith of Sinwell,
Wotton-under-Edge, born in 1884. All six sons served initsigVorld War. Fred's father worked
as a plastererftiler. Before he joined the Army Fred workedarrods, Knightsbridge in the
Receiving Banks Department. Fred joined theBd#italion of the King’'s Royal Rifle Corps as a
Rifleman, service no. R/35612. TheB#ttalion had been raised at Denham, Buckinghamshire, in
September 1914 by Field Marshall Lord Grenfell from theapdgiresent members of the Church

Lads Brigade.

The 18 K.R.R.C. formed part of 100
Brigade of the 38 Division, a ‘Kitchener
Division'. It landed in France in November
1915 and was involved in the Battle of the
Somme in 1916. On®20ay 1917 a series of
actions on the Hindenburg Line began. The
main feature of these operations was an
attack made by the 33Division between
Bullecourt and the Sensée River at Croisilles.
From their start positions at the Chalk Pit,
two brigades - 98 and 100 - attacked at
5.15 a.m. and successfully took the enemy’s
front line trenches. These were later gallantly
defended, with great loss, against a series of
counter-attacks by the enemy. It was at Croisilles oh Rfhe that Fred was to lose his life. It
happened when his Battalion were moving up to the Front lanelieve the outgoing Battalion,
when they came under heavy shell fire. One officer was klexther ranks killed, including
Fred, and 13 other ranks were wounded. Fred was 33 years old.

Fred was buried in Croisilles British Cemetery, Plot 1Rdwave 11. Croisilles village is about
13 kms south-east of Arras. Fred left a wife and child. Aagvaving his name inscribed on
the Wotton War Memorial, he is also remembered on the impe@snarble War Memorial in
Harrods.
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GEORGE HENRY SMITH

Rank & Unit:  Private, 1574, in thHeBattalion of the

Gloucestershire Regiment

Born: 18 April 1893 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: 1% August 1916 of wounds in France
Buried in Gezaincourt Communal Cemetery Extension, France |
Row B Grave 16

Age: 22

Parents: Henry and Annie Smith

George was born on ®8pril 1893 in Wotton-under-Edge, the son of
Henry and Annie Smith of Ludgate Hill, Wotton. Henry waséRk#oa of
St. Mary’s Parish Church in Wotton. George attended ttishB2chool
and transferred to another school when he was eight yearseo{reame
not known). At some stage the family moved around the comkve in
the Culverhay.

George enlisted in Wotton as a Territorial in February 1d&2was
drafted to the ® Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, service no.
1574. George volunteered for overseas service after thre@aorement of
the war (as did most Territorial soldiers) and was drafteldrémce with
his Battalion on the 20March 1915. Theh5Gloucesters formed part of
145 Brigade in the 48(South Midland) Division.

On July 18 1915 the British Third Army, which included theh48
Division, took over a part of the Western Front in the Sonmeeg, &iolding 17 miles of the Front,
north of the River Somme. For the next 11 months tteD{@ision remained in the Somme area,
taking part in the opening Battle in July 1916. In August th&®ucesters were fighting in the
Ovillers/La Boisselle sector of the Battlefield. Ptagé&mith was wounded in action in that
area on 15 August and died in a Casualty Clearing Station two days Ftederick Neale (70)
also lost his life in this Battle and close to where George was wounded.

George was buried in Gezaincourt Communal Cemetery ExteRkot 11, Row B, Grave 16. His
family decided on the following inscription for his grave -

Greater love hath no man
Than to lay down his life
For his friends.
Thy will be done.

Gezaincourt is a village a little south-west of the town aill@ms, halfway between the main
road from Doullens to Abbeville and Doullens to Amiens. dime@nal Cemetery and Extension
are on the east side of the village. Many of the burials inc#nsetery are of men who had died
in nearby Casualty Clearing Stations. There is a photogfaphorge in th&ristol Times & Mirror
of 1st April 1916.
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STANLEY SPENCER

Rank & Unit:  Private, 357296, in the™Battalion of the
Hampshire Regiment
Born: 1899
Died: Killed in action in France ori"3®eptember 1918
Commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, France
Age: 19
Parents:  William and Frances Spencer

Stanley Spencer was the youngest of the four sons of Willam a
Frances Spencer of Pinnel's Row, Sinwell, Wotton-underg2e was
born in the last year of the ™9century. Stanley also had a sister.
The only information we have of his younger life is that ad&awing
school he was employed as a weaver at New Mill, Charfielcdoand f
many years was a member of the Wotton Parish Church choir.

Stanley enlisted in the Army at Stroud in March 1917, joittieg
2/4" Battalion of the Hampshire Regiment, service no. 357208t O
September 1917 Stanley left Ireland for France.tO@c@ober, just
five weeks after he had arrived in France, Mrs. Spenceredcai
devastating letter from Stanley’s platoon commander. It read :-

It is with heartfelt sympathy that | have to inform you of the

death of your son, who was Killed by a shell on Septearng@ buried near
here the following day. Your son was a splendid soldier, williregrigebdrid
cheerful under all conditions, and men of his ability we can ill afferd to los

The 2/ Hampshires were a part of ¥8®rigade in the 82 Division, fighting in 4 Corps of
General Sir Julian Byng's Brmy. The Hampshires had helped to clear the Hindenbuggiiin
their advance on Cambrai. Stanley lost his life in the ditag@rea, close to the St. Quentin canal,
just after the Hindenburg Line had been cleared.

Stanley was one of the youngest Wotton men to die in the wavasgust 19 years old. Stanley
is commemorated on the Vis-en-Artois Memorial, Pas-dés(alance, which suggests that his
grave was lost in fighting after his death. The Memorial isetdound 10 kms south-east of Arras
on the Cambrai Road.
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CHARLES WILLIAM STEVENS

Rank & Unit:  Private, 10047, in tkeBlattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born:  Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France ohBlay 1915.
Commemorated on Le Touret Memorial, France

| have been unable to definitely identify Charles’s parembsvever,
the 1891 census records an Alfred Stevens (aged 53) Ii\28gBadley
Street, Wotton-under-Edge, with his wife Sarah. They hagbtbhildren
- William, 18 years old in 1891, Charles, 16 and Charlott€d8d this
be Charles’s family? If so, it would put Charles at 39 yeaageoht the
outbreak of war. However, a photograph in tBastol Times & Mirrof
1st April 1916 shows a young looking Charles Stevens in militaifgrm.
Or could our Charles be the Charles Stevens, bortt imé 1896, whose
father was named ‘Henry’ and who lived in Bradley StreetfondtThe
Admissions Register for the British School, Wotton for i86&ds that
this Charles Stevens entered the schooltos&ptember, leaving ons81
May 1910. There is a possibility that the Alfred Stevens dam@ve and
Henry Stevens, who both lived in Bradley Street, were related.

We definitely know that Charles William Stevens was bornott-under-Edge and that he
was a member of the Baptist Church in the town. We also knovhthanlisted in Bristol right at
the commencement of the war, in August 1914 (informatiom ftiwe publicationSoldiers Died in
the Great WarCharles joined thetBattalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, service0@al 71

Charles was drafted to France oft E&bruary 1915. At that time the& Gloucesters were ind3
Brigade of thesLDivision. TheslDivision attacked the enemy oft 8ay in the Béthune area of
France, but were held up by hostile machine gun fire. Thdgrsdf many casualties, including
many men of theslGloucesters. 250 men of that Battalion were killed or wednamong those
killed was Pte. Charles Stevens. Having no known gravde€sacommemorated on Le Touret
Memorial. This is located at the east end of Le Touret Mil@angetery, on the south side of the
Béthune-Armentiéres main road. Serving in the samelBattes Charles was Pte. Walter Wathen

(no. 108) from Bear Street, Wotton, who was also killedrdvied, making this a very black day
for the town.
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WILFRED GEORGE STINCHCOMBE

Rank & Unit:  Private, 18676, in thé» Battalion of the
Worcestershire Regiment
Born: 1897 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France in May or June 1918.
Buried in Chambrecy Military Cemetery, France: Plot 7, Row B,
Age: 21
Parents:  Albert Bentley and Maria Stinchcombe

Wilfred was the son of Albert Bentley and Maria StinchcorhBagnall, Wotton-under-Edge.
Wilfred was born in 1897. Albert worked as a carpenter. Asg/@tformation has come to light
on Wilfred's early life, schooling or employment before he joined thg.Arm

Wilfred enlisted in Wotton-under-Edge early in the wamijag the 10" (Service) Battalion of
the Worcestershire Regiment, with the service no. 186aéyNGloucestershire men joined the
Worcesters, not being able to get into their county Reginasnthey were up to strength. The
10" Worcesters formed part of ®Brigade in 19 (Western) Division. The Battalion landed in
Boulogne on July 1915 and saw much action on the Western Front overettiehree years
or so. According to Gazettef 20" July 1918, Wilfred had come through three years activécegerv
safely, but was now reported missing and had been for seven weeks.

Wilfred's parents were now to have an extremely long waibteehaving confirmation that
their son had died in battle. Bazettef 234 August 1919 contained the following report :-

Now reported killed

The Army Council have informed Mr. & Mrs. A. Stinchdeagrelgf Wotton-
under-Edge, that they now conclude that their son,free.Stiichcombe of the
Worcestershire Regiment was killed during the peri2@h siag June 281918,
when he was reported missing.

At the time of Wilfred’'s death the Battalion were involvedhe German offensive on the
River Aisne. The Germans attacked at the first light of dawB0b May in the area of Lhery
(Marne), some 18 kms south-west of Reims. Under covey dfeaery gun-fire, eight dense waves
of German infantry from the 103Division attacked the men of the Britisht"1Bivision. The
Germans managed to get around the right flank of the linendiefé by the 18 Worcesters and
almost surrounded them. Twice the German attack was reghtlseduring their third assault,
with the added advantage of fresh reinforcements, the\lorcesters had to fall back behind the
village of Lhery and form a new defensive line.

It was probably during this action that Wilfred lost his lifglthough reported as missing,
Wilfred's body was located and identified and he was burigghambrecy British Cemetery just
four kms south-east of Lhéry. The cemetery is situated éalsé willage of Chambrecy on the
road to Reims. Wilfred is buried in Plot 7, Row B, Grave 7.08d@nCemetery was made after
the Amistice, by the concentration of graves from the surding battlefields. There are now
over 400, 1914-18 war casualties commemorated in thig begraves are almost all of May/June
1918 and largely of the ®@Nestern) and 51(Highland) Divisions. Nearly 200 of the casualties
are unidentified.
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It is interesting to note that there are different dates giver Wilfred’s death. The publication
Soldiers Died in the Great @faes June 181918 as the date, however, fighting died down on
this part of the front on the 8 June. The Commonwealth War Graves Commission Register for
Chambrecy Cemetery has May,2But this is two days before the start of the action at Lhery
and when the Battalion was being driven up to the front lineerEWilfred’s family were unsure
of their son’s date of death, as can be seen on the headstbieprents’ grave, which can be
found in Wotton Cemetery. The inscription reads as follows :-

IN
MEMORY OF
ALBERT BENTLEY STINCHCOMBE
DIED APRIL 26TH 1936
AGED 72
ALSO OF
MARIA STINCHCOMBE
WIFE OF THE ABOVE
DIED JANUARY 10TH 1958, AGED 90
ALSO
WILFRED GEORGE
BELOVED SON OF THE ABOVE
KILLED IN ACTION JUNE 1918
AGED 21.
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RICHARD HAROLD TANNER

Rank & Unit:  Corporal, 313, in tHeBattalion Australian
Infantry, Australian Imperial Force
Born:  April 1884
Died: of wounds in France on"24ugust 1916.
Buried in Etaples Military Cemetery, France: Plot 9, Row F, Gra\
Age: 32
Parents:  Charles and Charlotte Tanner

Richard Harold Tanner was born in April 1884, the son ofawilCharles and Charlotte Tanner
of Ozleworth near Wotton-under-Edge. Richard had a lroitielter John, who also served in
the First World War, with the West Yorkshire Regiment. He ladgl a sister - Alice Maud, who
on marrying moved to Leominster. Richard was educatedistoBand taught at a number of
schools in England before leaving for Australia in 1910inBuhe last two years in England
before leaving for Australia Richard served as a Teditsaldier with the & Battalion of the
Somerset Light Infantry.

Soon after the outbreak of war Richard attested at Randw&k,3duth Wales on Wednesday,
19h August 1914. His attestation paper gave the followinggeakinformation -height 5 feet 5.5
ins., weight 10 stones, complexion dark, eyes brownldadkiRichard joined thetBattalion of
the It Infantry Brigade of the Australian Imperial Force. Aftetargoing training, he embarked
on the shipLake Michigaon 4" April 1915 and with thousands of other Australian troopsgdi
the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force sailing to Tutiketgke part in the Gallipoli Campaign.
Richard landed with his Battalion on the Gallipoli Paraand fought throughout the difficult
campaign until iliness caused him to be taken back to thatdtemhean island of Mudros ont 1
July and thence to Heliopolis, a suburb of Cairo, where bédnaspitalised with septic hands and
ear trouble. Richard left Egypt ont28eptember, sailed via Mudros and rejoined his Battalion
on Gallipoli. He was now to be promoted Corporal. Aftehénifighting and with the campaign
not going well, the Battalion along with the rest of the Aadiin forces were evacuated from
Gallipoli in December, disembarking at Alexandria énember.

After rest and recuperation in Egypt Richard embarked wglBattalion for Marseilles on23
March 1916, sailing on the sh§imla They arrived on the 80and entrained for the Western
Front. Richard’s Battalion were involved in a number oftfioe engagements over the next few
months and on ® August entered the front line near Poziéres during thdeBaf the Somme.
Fighting in the Poziéres area continued until thé 2Rigust and it was probably during this
period that Richard was seriously wounded in the back. Haakas back to St. John’s Hospital
in Etaples, on the channel coast and there he died of hisagoam24 August. News of Richard’s
death appeared in th&azetteof 24 September. Cpl. Richard Tanner was buried in the huge
military cemetery at Etaples, Plot 9, Row F, Grave 16. fifeterg lies to the north of the town,
on the west side of the road to Boulogne.
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ARTHUR LLEWELLYN TILLEY

Rank & Unit:  Private, 2719, in tHeBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1892 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in France orstZlly 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Age: 24
Parents:  Charles Henry and Veronica Tilley

Arthur was the second son of Charles Henry Tilley and his wife
Veronica. The 1891 Census states that Charles was boistol Br
in 1856 and Veronica in Germany in 1858. They ran a confagtion
shop in Market Street, Wotton-under-Edge. Arthur was born
Wotton in 1892. He attended Colston School, Bristol, batwee
1904 and 1909. After leaving school Arthur was apprenticed to
Mawdsley’s Engineering at the Zone Works in Dursley.

Arthur enlisted in Gloucester right at the start of the war

and was drafted into thets Battalion of the Gloucestershire

Regiment, service no. 2719. While training in Chelmsfardhs

Battalion, Arthur became one of the best shots and was sdlect

as a sniper. Arthur sailed for France with his Battaliongitagn

at Boulogne on 29March 1915. ThehSGloucesters formed part
of 145 Brigade, along withs1Battalion (& Bucks) of the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light
Infantry, the 4 Battalion, Ox. and Bucks and ti*eBattalion, Royal Berkshires.

The 148 Brigade found themselves just north of the River Sommaeyiri915 and there they
were to stay until the infamous Battle of the Somme in JAl§.1t was during this battle that
Arthur was to lose his life, probably killed by machine gua én the evening of 21July in the
Ovillers/La Boisselle sector of the battlefield. Arthody was not recovered after the battle, so
he is commemorated on the giant Thiepval Memorial to the Missing.

Arthur is commemorated on the Colston School Memorial asisvelt Wotton's War Memorial.
77 old boys of Colston’s died in the Great War. Arthur’'s ghapb appears in a book entitled
Colston School and the Great War 191det8i#ed by H. Messenger, and also inBhistol Times
& Mirrorof It April 1916. Arthur’'s death must have been keenly felt irsthall town of Wotton-
under-Edge as he was a very well known member of the commuegiresenting the town in
three sports - cricket, football and tennis. Arthur’s bestRaul, serving as a Gunner in the Royal
Garrison Artillery, survived the war.
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LEWIS HUBERT TOWNSEND

Rank & Unit:  Lance Corporal, 1031, in th&é&ttalion of the Royal
Irish Regiment
Born: 28 July 1894
Died: on the Gallipoli Peninsula orth Zeptember 1915.
Commemorated on the Helles Memorial, Gallipoli
Age: 21
Father.  Alfred Townsend

Lewis Townsend, born on®28uly 1894 was the son of Alfred Townsend of High Streétwafic
| have not been able to identify his mother's name as yeted\lrorked as a gardener. Lewis
was educated at The Endowed School, Wickwar and then at Kathady Berkeley’s Grammar
School, Wotton-under-Edge, which he entered oh&2ptember 1908, leaving ort"28uly 1910.
After leaving school Lewis became a clerk in a brewery, probably in Wickwar.

Lewis enlisted in the Royal Irish Regiment, joining ftsBattalion, service no. 1031. At the
commencement of the war the"3IR.I.R. belonged to thes8Brigade of the 20 (Irish) Division;
this Division was the first Irish Division that ever existedhe British Army. The'5R.1.R. served
as the Divisional Pioneer Battalion. The Division crossdehgland in May 1915, training in
the Basingstoke area. In July 1915 they sailed for the éviediean, heading for the Gallipoli
Peninsula. On $6July the Division arrived at the Mediterranean islandwdids. At 8 a.m. or"7
August the Division landed at Suvla on the Peninsula.

The 5 R.I.R. was trained as an infantry unit but also receiveducison in engineering work,
especially in road making. The majority of its men were nsirggr construction workers, its
function was to do the odd jobs of the Division. On the &éillPeninsula, however, those duties
soon fell into abeyance, since it was called on to fill up the gaps in the line.

The lIrish Division were given the task of clearing Kiretqgie TRidge, just north of Suvla Bay.
After a week on the bare Kiretch Tepe the men were suffeninglyefrom the heat and the acute
shortage of water. Robert Rhodes James in his Gadkpoliincludes an eye-witness account
of the conditions'..... the drawn faces and haggard look told of the dnesskfuhto which more
privation and suffering had been compressed than fdbttoftineost men in a lifetime. Their faces
were begrimed with smoke and sweat. The clay of the $hewed@ on their hands and through the
unshaven beard and close-cropped At#hduigh the attack was conducted with great resolution,
little real progress was made and casualties amounted to nearly 2,000.

L/Cpl. Lewis Townsend survived this battle, but unfortalyatvasn'’t to live for much longer,
dying just a month later, on Z0September. It is not clear how Lewis died. Both Commonwealt
War Graves Commission Registers and the public&bdatiers Died in the Great M&strhave the
word ‘died’. Did he die in battle or as the result of woundsooilcche have died from an illness?
In fact a friend of Lewis - Pte. Frank Ashley, writing hometioresd that whilst serving on the
Gallipoli Peninsula, Lewis had been taken to hospital suffeongdysentery.

Itis also unclear when Lewis’s family were told of his defstHate asdMarch 1916, th&azette
stated that he wasstill listed missingewis is commemorated in several places. In Galligoli hi
name can be found on the Helles Memorial. This memorrastan the tip of the peninsula, it
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takes the form of an obelisk over 30 metres high that can belseships passing through the
Dardanelles. The memorial bears over 20,000 names. AsWwelhg commemorated on Wotton's
War Memorial, Lewis also has his name inscribed on thefRtdhour plaque in Wickwar Parish
Church; as far as | am aware, Lewis is the only Wickwar marewlaoae appears on Wotton's
memorial. Lewis’s name appears in three other places, oRoHeof Honour in Katharine Lady
Berkeley’'s School and on the memorial tablet in Sinwell Ghajpgton-under-Edge. There is a
mistake on the Roll of Honour boards in Wotton-under-Hdgen Hall, where Lewis’s regiment
is given as the Royal Irish Rifles.
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VICTOR VINCENT TROTMAN

Rank & Unit:  Corporal, 21572, in thé Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 17 December 1899 in Dursley
Died: Killed in action in France orihluly 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial
Age: 16 years and 7 months
Parents:  Private George and Mrs. Trotman

Victor was probably the youngest Wottonian to die in thetRlverld War. Born in Dursley on
17 December 1899, he was just 16 years and 7 months old whenshkilied. Victor was the
son of Mr. & Mrs. George Trotman of Market Street, Wottdertiadge. At one time Victor's
family lived in Berkeley before moving to Kingswood andllfirta Wotton. After leaving the
Council School in Berkeley, Victor worked as an errand bbgtinitlage. After the family moved
to Kingswood Victor worked at New Mill, Charfield. Like yngoung men seeking adventure
overseas and probably not realising the ferocity of modenriasg, Victor enlisted in the Army
in August 1915 in Wotton-under-Edge, just 15 years of agbably telling the recruiting officer
that he was 18 or so. Victor joined thehl&ervice) Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment, a
Bantam Battalion for men shorter than 5 feet 5 inches. He was given the servAi&T2.

The Battalion landed at Le Havre, France srn&iuary 1916. Thetl&loucesters formed part
of 105 Brigade in the 35 Division. Victor must have been an excellent soldier asasesaon
promoted Corporal. In July 1916 thé T3loucesters were deployed just north of the River Somme,
taking part in that momentous Battle. The Battalion Diary for thergports :-

Maricourt
Relieved ®&heshires in Front Line in Trones Wood. 2 officers killed, 4 officers
wounded, 23 men killed, 70 wounded, 10 missing.

The 38 Divisional History states that at 8.30 p.m. the enemy wepented to be advancing
from Guillemont. The MGloucesters were moving up to relieve the garrison whewszparing
to resist the impending attack. The hostile advance had begted and a rapid artillery barrage
opened on the enemy trenches north of Guillemont and no latlageloped. Mention is made
only of heavy shelling. It seems likely that the heavy céisgalncluding Victor, were as a result
of that shelling. Having no known grave, Victor is commemorated onftiepvial Memorial.

Victor’'s father, George, also served in the Great Waryviegeshrapnel wounds in the eye,
shoulder and arms. He was brought back to No. 2 V. A. D. Hastbeeter. Whilst in hospital,
recovering from his wounds, he received news of Victor'thdées well as Victor, George had
three daughters - Elsie May, Lily and Florence. George hawhi@enof jobs after leaving the
Army, including shorthand typing in White’s Bakery in Lamdalso as an insurance agent and as
a docker in Sharpness and finally as a postman in Kingswood.
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SEYMOUR BURNELL TUBBS

Rank & Unit:  Captain in the 2/Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 30 May 1894
Died: Killed in action in Belgium on@2ugust 1917.
Commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium
Age: 23
Parents:  Percy Burnell and Alice Maude Tubbs

Seymour Burnell Tubbs was born oft 8€ay 1894, the second son
of Percy Burnell Tubbs, architect, F.R.1.B.A. and hig\idéeMaude
Tubbs. Seymour’s uncle was Mr. Stanley Tubbs (latera8ley§t
who ran the business, Messrs. Tubbs-Lewis & Co. The Isusines
which started in London, moved to cloth mills in the Cledafand
Kingswood areas of south Gloucestershire. At the time oGthat
War Tubbs-Lewis was by far the largest employer in the area.

Seymour was sent to school in Eastbourne, attending St.a@ypri
School, a small preparatory school run by Mr. L. C. VaughaesWilk
At that time Seymour’s parents were living at 41 CampderCHiltt,
Kensington. Later they moved to the prestigious addresdviiicte
Street, Cadogan Square, S.W. In late January 1909, at tbieldge
Seymour entered Harrow School, where he stayed until 1912. It
said that Seymour was not particularly academic, but sh@eetk aptitude for sport, particularly
Fives.

After leaving school, Seymour came to the Wotton-under-giidgéct to work for his uncle in
Tubbs-Lewis. Whilst living in Wotton (probably&Herncrofthis uncle’s home), Seymour carried
on with his sporting interests, joining Wotton Cricket Chuld being appointed Captain at one
stage. His talent at the sport was such that he was offerebviith Gloucester County Cricket
Club, but the coming of war was to cut that short.

Seymour joined the 1f5Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment as a Privéieptember
1914 and received his Commission about a month later in B#eBttalion of the Regiment. This
was a Territorial Force battalion, which included in itskanwo Gloucestershire poets - Ivor
Gurney and F. W. Harvey. Seymour was promoted LieutenahtApri#t1915 and Captain on'23
May 1916. He went to the Front with his Battalion just two d&ysr his promotion to Captain,
landing at Le Havre on 25Vay. At the end of 1916, after being recommended for théaMili
Cross (which he did not receive), he was invalided home vatith fever and rheumatics, but
returned to the Front in May 1917, where he acted as Adjutatit August when he was given
charge of the newly re-formed ‘D’ Company.

Seymour was killed in his Battalion’s attack on Pond Faram, \Weeltje, four kms north-east
of Ypres in the Salient. In tii@azettef 8" September 1917, one can read part of a letter written
by L/Cpl. A. W. Neill who was in the same Company as Caps. Ndilb refers to Capt. Tubbs’s
death in the letter to his wife, it reads":z. he was killed by a shell which burst in front of him while
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he was leading us through a German barfgget’ from Seymour Tubbs, two other officers from
the Battalion were killed in the attack, as were 16 other sadkofficer and 51 other ranks were
wounded and 1 other rank was listed as missing.

In the bookHarrow Memorials of the Great {820), it states that Capt. Tubbs was butied
the cemetery at Yprég'fact there are several cemeteries in Ypres, howewehdbk does not
give the name of a specific cemetery. Seymour’s name gcapakkars on the Memorial to the
Missing in Tyne Cot Cemetery, near Zonnebeke. The kedgtHappening was that if Seymour
was indeed buried, then his remains were probably lost infigree fighting which continued
in this area for another three months. The Tyne Cot Mair@is the names of 35,000 men who
died in the fighting in this part of Belgium between Augu&t7land the end of the war. For the
men who died in the Ypres Salient from August 1914 until 8utfil7 and have no known grave,
then they are commemorated on the Menin Gate in Ypres.

Seymour Tubbs is commemorated in a number of places assvegllthe Tyne Cot Memorial
and Wotton-under-Edge War Memorial. His name appearseoHdhrow School War Memorial
and on a tablet in Kingswood Parish Church. The tablet hastenwords -“Who dies if England
lives?”A Memorial service was held for Capt. Tubbs in Kingswaot!iCbn ¥ September 1917.
Photographs of Capt. Tubbs appear in three books, fildarnow Memorials of the Great, War
secondly inThe Story of they/gh Gloucestershire Regiment, 1914=t¢#8 by A. F. Barnes (1930)
and finally inF. W. Harvey - Soldier BgeAnthony Boden (1988). There is also a photograph of
Seymour in thdristol Times & Mirrof Bt April 1916. It was, of course, Seymour’s father, Percy
Tubbs who designed Wotton's War Memorial.
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CHARLES TURNER

Rank & Unit:  Private, 24497, in theBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1882
Died: Killed in action in France orthl8ovember 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Age: 34
Parents:  Joseph and Harriet Jane Turner

Charles was the youngest son of Joseph and Harriet Jane diuRagnall, Wotton-under-Edge.
He was born in 1882, three years after his brother Jesse.fathar, an agricultural labourer,
was born in Gloucester in 1854 and their mother was born in Coln St. Aldwyn$in 185

After leaving school Charles worked at Lister’'s Engine&vioggs in Dursley. In September 1915
Charles enlisted in Dursley, joining the Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment and being
given the service no. 24497. THe @loucesters belonged totsBrigade in the 1® (Western)
Division. The Battalion landed in France oh 28ly 1915. Charles was killed in action during the
later stages of the Battle of the Somme, oh N8vember 1916, aged 34. (For an account of the
action in which Charles died; see Pte. William Knight (navie died on the same day). Charles’s
body was not recovered after the battle, so he is commemorated on thevdlHiemorial.

Charles is also commemorated in Sinwell Chapel, Wottorrevehiablet was placed in honour
of eight young members who lost their lives as a result of the Great War conflict
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HENRY WALTER WILLIAM TURNER

Rank & Unit:  Private, PO.16512, in the Royal Marine Light Infantry

Born: 2™ February 1895 in Wotton-under-Edge

Died: Killed in action oHMS Black Prirairing the Battle of Jutland, 81
May, 1916.
Commemorated on the Portsmouth Division Royal Naval War
Memorial

Age: 21

Parents:  Henry and Ruth Turner

Henry Turner, also known as ‘Harry’ or ‘Tiny’, was born in
Wotton-under-Edge on 22Zebruary 1895, the third and youngest
son of Henry and Ruth Turner of Lower Bradley Road, Wotton-
under-Edge. Henry and Ruth also had two daughters. Before
he joined the Royal Marines Harry had worked in Mr. Albert
Richings’s butcher’s shop in Long Street, Wotton, and adsa
carter. He enlisted in the Royal Marine Light Infantry ist8iron
23d September 1912, service no. PO.16512, signifying Batlsm
Division, he was just 17 years of age. According to SerwicedRe
he was 5ft. 4 inches tall, of fresh complexion, with blue eyek
brown hair. He trained at the Royal Marine Depot in Deal,,Kent
between September 1912 and July 1913. Whilst training lsegas
his 3¢ class school certificate oft March 1913. After completing
training Harry joined ‘C’ Company of Portsmouth Divigizim 23t

April 1914 he embarked MMS Black Prina@ armoured cruiser. He served in this ship up to his
death at the Battle of Jutland.

The following is an account of the Battle as described byATdylor in his bookhe First World

War :-

At the beginning of the year (1916) there was a chamgarg'eaval command -
Scheer, who took over the High Seas Fleet was eager feractigniddd that the
British fleet was superior, but he hoped to entice theiteslipkied actions and
thus wear down British strength until something liketyeauaedi achieved. Hence
he pushed provocatively into the North Sea. The Bhitigflloe every German
move. Early in the war, the body of a dead German r@ralvaffifound by the
Russians in the Baltic. On it was a copy of the Germarkcdthe Bussians passed
this to the British. Henceforth the British could deeigheiGerman wireless
message. The great day camestdva3l Scheer set his trap. Admiral Hipper, with
the battle cruisers was to go ahead, and to lure British ghipe main fleet. The
British heard the warning. From Scapa Flow, Jellicat ste#imeith the Grand
Fleet to take the Germans in their own trap. There had neusmhbaem@rray

of naval might. The British had 28 dreadnoughts, 8istitscthe Germans 16
dreadnoughts and 5 battlecruisers. In all 250 vessptesgateand no less than
25 Admirals. In addition, there was 1 Royal Navy armouredher Btk Prifice
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At first everything went according to plan. Beatty, edimgnthe British battle
cruisers, engaged Hipper in the early afternoon. Thatigh ghips were sunk,
Beatty pushed on towards the main German fleet. It wastanrtbenathat the
Black Prince lost contact with the rest of the fleet aateavataut the battle
area until at midnight she stumbled across the GermamHéstifdught that
his great chance had come. Beatty turned away, apipafiggitty For two hours
Scheer pursued him. At 6.15 p.m. the main British fleed app®&aréorizon and
deployed into line, though in such a way as to deployoawthefenemy. Scheer
saw the trap almost before the great guns began to fa®. tdemed away, soon
after 6.30. Jellicoe did not attempt to pursue. He hadrathedrm doctrine
that it was more important to preserve British ships thak @esmans; and he
now believed that pursuit would bring the ships onto Ganasmor submarines.
In fact, the Germans had none of either on the scene. didvedtver, rightly or
wrongly, Jellicoe turned away. The battle seemed caerhéialflater Scheer’s
ships suddenly re-appeared slap in the centre ofsthdirigritNo one knows why,
probably Scheer hoped to pass across the rear. The batisveddor some 15
minutes. Then Scheer turned away once more and JellibeeBaissh were now
between the Germans and their way home. But contact hatl Beticde could
only guess at the German route and he guessed the w&aig@nslipped past
the British rear and got safely home. Jellicoe fourfdbhiarseimpty sea, and went
home in his turn. The Battle of Jutland was over.

At midnight on thes§Hase, a German officer, on the Derflinger saw an ubfergetta
sight. He wrote “A burning ship drove past us, the yphebssied hot. There could
not have been a soul alive on board for some time.” Thetlshiplacls Prince, she
had been heavily shelled in the afternoon, had been caghtiabelled again by
the High Seas Fleet in the night. With dead men at her helmdsherthrough

the centre of the battle, disappeared into the darkness and was newer seen aga

Harry Turner was one of 821 men who lost their lives oBtaek Prinche was 21 years old. Harry
is commemorated on the Portsmouth Division, Royal NagsaM&morial at Southsea Common,
Portsmouth, as well as on Wotton’'s War Memorial. Thesiorith Memorial commemorates
9,666 men of the Royal Navy who lost their lives in the Wostd War. Both of Harry’s brothers
- Albert and Frank - served in the Royal Engineers duringaheBath survived, although Albert
did become a German prisoner of war. There are photograptesof in theBristol Times & Mirror
of st April 1916 and in th&azettef 17 June 1916.
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CEDRIC DONOVAN UPSTONE

Rank & Unit: "2 Lieutenant in the ¥ Battalion of the Devonshire

Regiment

Born: 18 September 1892

Died: of paratyphoid fever in India ontluly 1916.
Buried in Kirkee Cemetery, Mumbai (Bombay), India Plot N/XI C
10 - [See text for explanation]

Age: 23

Parents:  The Rev. Philip and Mrs. Mary Upstone

Cedric Upstone was the only son of the Rev. Philip Upst@h&lary Upstone. Cedric was
born on 18 September 1892, probably in Wotton-under-Edge, wheréathsr was Curate at
St. Mary’s Parish Church. Philip Upstone had graduatébealogy from Oxford University in
1890. On coming down he served as Curate in Wotton and stagreduntil 1896. Between 1896
and 1899 he was Priest Vicar and Sacristan at Truro Cathiddreaame back to Wotton in 1900
and served as curate once more until 1903. He moved yet &#gaitime to Charlton Kings,
Cheltenham, where he was curate until 1907. His final mawe¢n that year when he became
vicar of Coaley, Gloucestershire, until his death in 19ifn@his stay in Wotton Philip lived in
Prospect Place. According to the 1891 census, the heacholdehold was Samuel Partridge the
church organist.

During Rev. Upstone’s second curacy at Wotton, CedrindatteKatharine Lady Berkeley’s
School from c. 1903 until 1908. He then transferred to St.dwachool, Oxford, where he
stayed until 1911, the year of his father’'s death. Whilst.dE@wvard’s, Cedric became interested
in rowing and in 1910 he represented the School IV as bow a®dirhg rowed as number 2, he
also rowed in the School VIII. In October 1911 Cedric went$ip John’s College, Oxford, where,
like his father he studied Theology, with the intention dfitey Holy Orders. Cedric continued
with his rowing at St. John’s and in 1912 rowed in ff@pids Racder the college 2 VIII. In the
following year he was rowing for the collegeMlil. Whilst at St. John’s Cedric was also a member
of the Officers Training Unit.

On 29 August 1914, soon after the outbreak of war, Cedric attestddvas commissioned
in the 1/4" Battalion of the Devonshire Regiment. Only six weeks 2aterieut. Upstone found
himself on the transport shiSS Nevassailing for India with his Battalion. Thé& Devons were
to relieve regular troops who would then go on to serve on tlestévn Front. Disembarkation
took place at Karachi on'LNovember. They then entrained for Ferozepore in the Labgien
of India, an 800 mile journey, passing through the Sind tld3estination was achieved two days
later and the # Devons took over from thet Battalion of the Connaught Rangers. For the next
15 months or so the Battalion performed the duties of internal securitps$too

On 2d February 1916 orders were received for immediate matidizto Mesopotamia (modern
Iraq). On the 21of the month the Battalion entrained for Karachi, arrivihgre two days later.
They immediately embarked on tB& Vitand reached Basra in Mesopotamia on titie 28e #
Division of the British Army had landed on the shores of th@deGulf towards the close of 1914.
The switch from coal-burning to oil-burning ships, had exed British sea power dependant on
supplies from the Persian oilfield at the head of the PefGidh Yet less than 100 miles distant
from the oil port of Abadan and the vital pipelines runnintaimd to the wells round Ahwaz,
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lay the borders of Turkish Mesopotamia. The mission ofritishBtroops was to protect these
Persian oil-fields and pipelines.

These troops, together with a contingent from the Indian Aamg led by Maj. Gen. Townshend
moving up the Tigris, had successfully captured and occiieshh, Amarah, Sheikh Saad and
Kut-al-Amarah. In December 1915 they pushed on towardsi&hghon the Battle of Ctesephon,
but now found themselves confronted by overwhelmingly sigpenumbers, many Turkish
soldiers having been released from the Gallipoli Pel@n3ownshend's troops were forced to
retire. He decided to stand at Kut-al-Amarah, however,onte$ were cut off and surrounded.
The 4 Devons, having just arrived in Mesopotamia, attempte@ach the beleaguered troops.
The attempt failed as there were overwhelming difficultiesck of numbers, lack of ammunition,
lack of medical supplies and even a lack of food. Townshend surrenderedAyori29

Between March and June 1916 the Blevons, not having been involved in the surrender,
performed piquet line defence duties in the Sheikh Saad Brggs were arduous and at times
general conditions were most difficult and even appallifitge strength of the Battalion in both
officers and men diminished. Casualties from sicknessflglliysentery, took a big toll. Medical
supplies and hospital facilities were sadly deficiente&# men departed to hospitals in Sheikh
Saad, India (including Cedric) and even England. The ifujlotiem appeared in the Battalion
Diary at that time :-

“The physique of the Battalion has very seriously deteriorated during the past
few weeks owing to adverse climatic and other conditions, viz. excessive heat,
heavy fatigues, possession of only single-fly tents and the inability of the men
to consume the issued rations.”

In June 1916 theMDevons moved to the Sinn area where they spent the next imthsin
the front line defences. It was during this time that Cedacdme ill and he was sent back to
hospital in Bombay, suffering from paratyphoid fever, sease generally caused by drinking
contaminated water. Very few soldiers in Mesopotamia vbalve been inoculated against this
disease. Unfortunately, Cedric died in Colaba Hospitahtb&y on the ¥ July 1916, aged 2392
Lieut. Cedric Donovan Upstone was buried originally ind@griSewri) Cemetery, Plot N/XI, Grave
C. 10. However, in 1960, all Allied WW1 graves were traadf¢or Kirkee Cemetery, Mumbai
(Bombay), India.

Cedric is commemorated in a number of places - on memoritie two schools he attended
- Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Grammar School, Wotton, andwsitd®s School, Oxford, and also
at St. John’s College, Oxford. His name is also inscribelaetan the Parish Church, Charlton
King's, and on the Kirkee 1914-1918 Memorial, Face G,dsdiell as on the War Memorial in
Wotton-under-Edge. Cedric’s mother Mary received oveeft@és of condolence after her son’s
death (See Appendix B).
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TOM VENN

Rank & Unit:  Private, 21837, in theBattalion of the Royal
Berkshire Regiment
Born: January 1894
Died: Killed in action in France orst2darch 1918.
Commemorated on the Poziéres Memorial, France: Panels 56 &
Age: 24
Parents:  George and Fanny Venn
Wife:  Violet May (née Trull)

Tom Venn was one of the eight children born to George and R&my. Both George and
Fanny hailed from Somerset, George was born in Rowberryaangt b Churchill. Tom was the
youngest child. His brothers and sisters were Edward, E&ng, Herbert, Elsie, Frederick and
Edith. In 1891 when the Census was taken, the family livethoidy Road, Wotton-under-Edge,
and George was employed as a gardener. By 1900 the familyokad ta Bear Street in Wotton.
Tom attended the British School between 1900 and 190&)deatvine age of 14 to work first as
a garden helper and secondly to work at Robertson’s Jam Factory oh Brist

At some stage before enlisting in the Army, Tom was marri&tiolet May Trull whose home
was in Uley. It is probable that they went to live in North Byblnear Wotton, soon after their
marriage. Tom enlisted in Bristol during the early stagebe@war and was drafted into theh8
Battalion of the Royal Berkshire Regiment, service n872I8e 8 Royal Berks were formed
at Reading in September 1914. After training, the Battddioded in France at Le Havre oh 8
August 1915. Tom saw much action with the Battalion throufl6 land 1917, his job being that
of signaller. Christmas 1917 saw Tom home on leave, but heegomed his Battalion in France.
The & Battalion now formed part of 83Brigade in the 18 (Eastern Division). In that Brigade
with the 8" Berks were thet7Royal West Kent Battalion and the" Hssex Battalion.

On 23 March 1918 the German Army made a decisive thrust alongeafmiat. Their Spring
Offensive, known to historians &khe Kaiser’s Battlead started. On that day thé &oyal Berks.
found themselves alongside the Canal de I'Oise et Samione,sbkith-east of St. Quentin and near
the villages of Alaincourt and Moy. At 4.40 a.m. the Germaerged up with a heavy barrage and
gas shells. By 10.30 a.m. the Battalion had already suffeeay losses. Not long afterwards the
Battalion found themselves surrounded and they had to wétwd The 8 Berks now numbered
only 182 men, the rest having been killed or captured; thelystkarted off the day with over 800
men. It was during this battle that Pte. Tom Venn lost his life; he was 24 years of age

It wasn’t until It May that news of Tom’s death reached his family. An offioramunication
reached Tom’s wife in North Nibley, giving just the brietéstetails that Tom had been killed in
action. Unfortunately, Tom’s body was lost in the battlehesés commemorated on the Pozieres
Memorial, Somme, Panels 56 and 57. Poziéres is a village&sskms north-east of the town of
Albert. The Memorial encloses Poziéres British Cenveltésly is a little south-west of the village
on the north side of the main road D.929 from Albert to Poziéres.

Tom is commemorated on the Tabernacle Roll of Honour irokVast well as on the town’s
War Memorial. Tom’s brother Frederick also served in tisé \World War, as a Private in the
Australian Imperial Force. He was wounded twice, once guh@ Gallipoli Campaign and also
during the capture of the village of Pozieres, ironically the ll@lgere Tom is commemorated.
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WILFRED VINES

Rank & Unit:  Private, 20921, in th¢» Bhttalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1896
Died: at home in Wotton-under-Edge énNibvember 1917.
Buried in St. Mary’s Churchyard, Wotton-under-Edge
Age: 21
Parents: John and Emma Vines

Wilfred was the fifth born of the six sons of John and Emmas\Gh8radley Street, Wotton-
under-Edge. John was born in Stroud in 1867 and worked aasdit-®raider, probably in New
Mill, Charfield. His wife, Emma was born in Wotton in 186Bfr&d was born in 1896 and
enlisted in the Army on 26May 1915. There is some confusion as to which Battalioneof th
Gloucestershire Regiment he joined. According to anemniche Gazettef 17» November 1917
recording Wilfred’'s death, he served in thé& Bhattalion (known as th&Vest of England Bantans’
However, a Commonwealth War Graves Commission Regidtst 8tat he served in the 15
C.W.G.C. headstones do not name Battalions, only Regi@énturse it may be that during his
service he switched from one Battalion to the other.

It appears that Wilfred did not serve overseas and that lathdean be attributed to an accident
which occurred during training at Chiseldon, near Swinditewas hospitalised for 21 weeks,
undergoing several operations. Wilfred died at his home attdl on 5" November 1917, aged
just 21. Shortly before being discharged from the Army ¢n\8@y 1916 and whilst in the First
Southern General Hospital in Bristol, Wilfred met the KimdjQueen. Wilfred's funeral took place
in St. Mary’s Church ontiNovember 1917 and he lies in the churchyard, sharing a gritlve
his brother Leslie.
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DANIEL EDWARD WALKER

Rank & Unit:  Sergeant, 16577, in theB&ttalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1893 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in Belgium on28uly 1917.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Age: 24
Parents:  William and Elizabeth Walker

Daniel Walker was the fourth born of the twelve children oflig¥n
(‘Bill') and Elizabeth Walker of Wortley, near Wotton-usteldgge. He was
born in 1893. Before joining the Army, Daniel - usually knewrDan’,
worked for Mr. E. Pullin oBlm Tree Fariortley. He enlisted in theh8
(Service) Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regimenteoeniber 1914,
service no. 16577. During fighting on the Western Frontvileseverely
wounded, but we have no details of the date, type of woundmerttich
hospital he was presumably taken.

In July 1917 thet8Gloucesters were in action in Belgium, taking part
in the 3¢ Battle of Ypres at Oosttaverne, about 7 kms south of .Yphey
went into the Front Line on 23July. On the day of Dan’s deatht 28he
Battalion Diary has the following entry :-

“Enemy made determined raid on front line posts at 1.25 a.m.
with storm-troopers and were repulsed with considerable loss.”

Philip Haythornthwaite, in his bookhe World War 1 Source Bxgkains Storm-troop tactics :-

Storm-troops or assault detachments, heavily armed with machine-guns,

light artillery, mortars and flame-throwers would advance rapidly, under

cover of terrain and infiltrate throughout the enemy zone of defence, which
had already been blanketed by a short but fierce bombardment. Pockets

of resistance could simply be by-passed, the assault troops dashing to the
enemy’s rear area to neutralize his artillery-line, which might already have
been attacked with gas shells. The storm-troops would be seconded by waves
of supports which first overran the surrounded strong points and finally
cleared the trench systems; after which the process could begin anew if a
second tier of defences were to be assaulted.

It was probably during this type of raid that Sgt. Dan Walket his life, he was 24 years of
age. Dan’s body was not recovered after the battle, so henmemorated on the Menin Gate
Memorial in Ypres. This Memorial, designed by Sir Red@faidield, stands on the site of an old
gate through which had passed thousands of soldiers on tnjrto the front. The Memorial,
which was started in April 1923 and completed in July 1923istsrof a vast triumphal arch in
the Roman style. The vaulted hall is made of French limestaighs 20,000 tons, is 135ft long,
104ft wide, and 80ft high. The Memorial bears the namesagadron panels, of nearly 55,000
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officers and men who were killed and have no known gravesdagst the start of the war and
June 18 1917 when the Battle of Langemarck began. Those who weraftesthat date are
listed on the Tyne Cot Memorial.

On 24 July 1927 Field Marshal Plumer, who had commanded thehBitiArmy at Ypres,
unveiled the massive gate - probably the best known of allGbmmonwealth War Grave
Commission’s memorials world wide, and a symbol of thesBritiay of commemorating the
dead. Just before 8 o'’clock each night, the police halt thigctthrough the Menin Gate. Buglers
of the Ypres Fire Service march into the middle of the roatruhe great arch and play the ‘Last
Post’ - a most moving experience. Since the inauguratitre dflemorial the ceremony has taken
place every night, except for the period of the German occupation intk¢o?ld War.

In 1997 | met Dan’s last surviving sister - Ellen. She was8Begrears old and in very good
health. She told me that she still did a lot of walking. She it all her brothers and sisters
were born in the family home and that they all went to school ottéh. Their names in order of
birth were - Maggie, Beatrice, William (who also served W.1)/.Dan, Annie, Joseph, Elizabeth,
Violet, George, Edward, Ellen, and Cecil. Dan’s mothabéiiielived into her 80s and was buried
in Kingswood Cemetery, near Wotton. A photograph of Dareapgén theBristol Times & Mirror
of Ist April 1916 and also in thBazett®f 11" August 1917, along with an account of Dan’s death.
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WALTER WATHEN

Rank & Unit:  Private, 2312, in theeBattalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 19 June 1895 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: of wounds in France ot Play 1915.
Commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial, France
Age: 19
Parents:  Frederick and Mary Ann Wathen

Walter Wathen was the son of Frederick (Wotton’s last
tinsmith) and Mary Ann Wathen and was born in Wotton
on 19" June, 1895. The family had lived in Bear Street but
then moved to Gloucester Street. Walter was a pupil at the
British School froms1September 1902 until 29July 1909.

He enlisted in the st Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment
as a Special Reservist, in September 1914, soon after the
outbreak of war, service no. 2317.

Walter was drafted to France ontl@ebruary 1915.
Just three months later Walter was severely wounded in
fighting on 9" May and died of his wounds later that day.
There is a report that Walter was buried, but since his name
is inscribed on the Le Touret Memorial, it would appeadr tha
his grave was lost as a result of further fighting. Walteddie the same action which took the
life of Charles Stevens, also serving in th&lbucesters. (See the entry for Charles Stevens (95),
for details of the Battalion action that day).

Walter’s parents were buried in the Tabernacle Churchyavdatton, their headstone bears an
inscription to their son Walter. The headstone inscription is as fellew

In memory of Mary Ann Wathen, died Jhi®ZB aged 71. Also Pte. Walter Wathen
1st Gloucestershire Regiment, son of the above. Kilied Magc® 1915 aged 19
years. Also Frederick W. Wathen, husband of the above, diei®48lya2@d 82.

Walter was a cousin and good friend of Edward Deacon (no. 30).
There is an excellent photograph of Walter in @ezettef 10" May 1919.
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TYRRELL FREDERICK WEBB

Rank & Unit:  Air Mechanic, 6649, in the Royal Flying Corps
Born: 1% May 1883 in Charfield, Gloucestershire
Died: in Derbyshire ori"@uly 1919.
Buried in Derby Cemetery, Nottingham Road, Grave Gen. 4985
Age: 36
Parents:  Frederick and Louisa Webb (née Dyer)
Wife:  Mrs. Rhoda Gladys Webb (née Collins)

Tyrrell Frederick Webb was the eldest child of FrederickLanisa Webb of Church Street,
Wotton-under-Edge. He was born in Charfield, near Wattoh3" May 1883. He had two younger
brothers - Francis and Percival (Percy) and a sister A LTjierell attended the National Infants
School in Wotton from 18September 1886 untib2January 1890 and afterwards the Bluecoat
School until 1896, when he had reached Standard VI.

Little is known of Tyrrell's life after he left school, onlattine spent much of his time away
from Wotton, and we know that he married Rhoda Collins in 1946. On 25 March 1916 the
Gazettearried the following disturbing news as regards Tyrreijer the heading‘Local Soldier
ParalysedThe report continued :-

Mr. & Mrs. F. Webb of Church Street, Wotton-under-Edgeiteddire disquieting
news that their eldest soldier son Pte. Tyrrell Webbyal thyiRg Corps has been
seized with paralysis, and that despite the best mdtithé dkiver part of his
body, from the waist remains lifeless. It is not known ¢auwdgesathis state of things
is due, but it is considered probable that the continuededsthgr is to a large
extent responsible. Pte. Webb lies at a hospital atg&/eSbricty. He is 34 years
of age and joined the Flying Corps about a year agoh Aléving lived away
from his native place for many years, he is very welldaadiywathd his numerous
friends will be relieved to hear a better account of him.

A fortnight later theGazetteeported that Tyrrell was progressing favourably. Sipgly no
further information on Tyrrell appeared in ti&azetteHowever, the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission Registers contain the following information :-

Tyrrell Frederick Webb died on Tuedddyly81919. Husband of R. G. Webb of
Hillmorton, Ashford, Derbyshire. Buried in DerbyrZ @dwtengham Road), Grave
Reference - Gen. 49857.

Tyrrell's rank in the CW.G.C. Register is given as Air NMiecka Class and not ‘Private’ as
found on Wotton’s War Memorial. Tyrrell's brother Persg akrved in WW.1 as a Sergeant in the
Army Service Corps. He was badly wounded duringstiBattle of Ypres. After recovering from
his ordeal Percy transferred to office staff at Aldershot.
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WILLIAM CECIL WELLICOME

Rank & Unit:  Sergeant, 3625, in theBattalion of the Seaforth

Highlanders

Born: 1% May 1890

Died: Killed in action in France orthI8ovember 1916.
Buried in Mailly Wood Cemetery, Mailly-Maillet, France: Plot 1, F
Grave 22

Age: 26

Parents:  Richard and Emily Wellicome

William Cecil Wellicome, known as ‘Willie’, was the sedmd of the five sons of Richard
(architect and surveyor) and Emily Wellicom&\efst ViewMarlow, Buckinghamshire. He was
born on 17 May 1890. All sons served in the First World War, two of themd their lives, Willie
and a younger brother, Edwin. Willie was educated at SitanlBorlase’s School in Marlow and
the East Anglian School, Bury St. Edmund’s, Suffolk. In 1916¥ datriculated from London
University and then taught as an assistant teacher in varigthools, including Broomy Hill
School in Hereford and Eversley School, Stamford, Lincolnshire.

In September 1912 Willie came to teach at Katharine Ladgl®gskGrammar School, Wotton-
under-Edge, under the Headmastership of Mr. R. Dobsonawndéecame the Head of Marling
School, Stroud. Willie’s salary was set at £85 per annumg i £10 each year. He taught Latin,
French, Games and Drill. Willie was of fine physique and wasaellent all-round sportsman.
During holidays he played football and cricket for Marlowrt and also for Buckinghamshire.
Whilst living in Wotton he became engaged to be married teekjithe daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Albert Richings who had a butchery business in Long Stéet.Governors’ Meeting on 24
September 1913, Mr. Wellicome’s salary was increasecdbtdtfifas said that he was a very
successful teacher and that the Governors did not want to lose him.

Soon after the outbreak of war Willie enlisted in Londonjijgi the 5" Battalion (Caithness and
Sutherland) of the Seaforth Highlanders, a Territoriald=dte was given the rank of Private, with
the no. 3625. Willie was soon promoted through the ranks torhecSergeant. After training in
Bedford with the 51 (Highland Division), the5Seaforths landed in Boulogne onlday 1915.
With the 6" Seaforths, thet8Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders and ttte@ordon Highlanders,
they formed the 152 Brigade.

Over the next 18 months Willie saw a great deal of action alomyVestern Front, including
battles at Festubert and Laventie. He managed to obtaiteame and was able to visit Wotton
and Marlow over Christmas 1915. Orh 26ily 1916 the Battalion moved down to the Somme
Battlefield. The Battle which had commenced ®vddly was still raging and theh5Seaforths
went into the line for the first time at Authuille on 8Quly.

In November the 51Division were facing the extremely well fortified villageBeaumont-
Hamel. The German defenders of the village had repellettadks on % July, by the highly
thought of 29 Division, who had fought so well in Gallipoli. The Blvision were ordered to
try to take Beaumont-Hamel ontLBlovember. On the day before the battle (which later became
known as the Battle of the Ancre, named after a tributary ef $iomme), Willie wrote a letter
home, which he entitletDn the Eve of the Batliethe letter he mentioned that he expected to be
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in action shortly and in case of accidents wished them alllggmdalso bidding them, as he had
always done tdkeep smiling’

Next morning, Monday the T3dawned cold and foggy. At 5.45 a.m. a massive mine was
blown under German positions on Hawthorn Ridge. This wasigimal for the men to start their
attack. The men rose out of their trenches to cross No-Man& with Sgt. Wellicome leading
his men. The mist made it difficult for the men to progressle®p in good order. After a while
Willie was seen to fall. A letter to his parents from a colleaggt. Caughy, stated that he was
shot by a sniper and was killed instantaneously. It is likiket Willie fell close to Hawthorn
Crater, the crater made as the result of the mine eruptiorth@roccasion Beaumont-Hamel was
captured, but with many losses. The Seaforths suffered badly, the Battalion losing 2 officers
killed, 9 officers wounded, 94 other ranks killed or died @inds, 195 wounded and 5 missing.
Willie’s body was taken back to the village of Mailly-Miilekms behind the Front Line and
he lies buried in Mailly Wood Cemetery in Plot 1, Row H, Grave ##%& same cemetery are
buried 65 other identified men of the"%eaforths, all falling in the attack on Beaumont-Hamel.
Another 60 soldiers buried in the cemetery are unidentjfsedbably many of them from Willie’s
Battalion. Willie was 26 years of age and became the fartyhf@Vottonian to die in the war.
Staff and pupils from Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Schoolistezl Willie’'s grave on a number of
occasions during the 1990s and during the first decade ofrésept century. | do not know if
any members of Willie’s family have visited his grave. Ihig im recent years, with easier travel
and a growing interest in the First World War, that visits he tWestern Front cemeteries have
increased significantly.

The following account appeared in tGazettef 9 December 1916 :-

At a meeting of Katharine Lady Berkeley’s Grammardveinonot<zon Wednesday,
Decembet 6916, the Chairman Sir Charles Prevost made feaimgpathesdeath
of Mr. Wellicome, an assistant master of the schoahdwbimdd the Seaforth
Highlanders and was killed near Beaumont-Hamel on Nb¥eantdenoved that
the Governors do place on record their appreciatioonad thergs he had done in
the school and of the noble example he had set and thessioerpthe Governors’
sympathy be sent by the clerk to Mrs. Wellicome, sgcdmdddardyman and
carried unanimously.

Sixteen kms from Mailly Wood Cemetery is Delville Wood Cemetesre the grave of Willie's
brother, Pte. Edwin Cyril Wellicome, can be found. He viad kn action a few months before
Willie, in an earlier Somme Battle, on thet 3ily, whilst serving with the 24Battalion (2
Sportsman’s), Royal Fusiliers. Edwin was just 20 yehré/dlie is commemorated on the Roll of
Honour in William Borlase’s School and in Marlow ParishcGhur Wotton he is commemorated
on the Roll of Honour in Katharine Lady Berkeley's Schon) with other members of staff
and pupils who fell in the Great War. His name also appearbeototvn’s War Memorial and
on the Town Hall Roll of Honour in Market Street. In th@482House at the school was named
in his honour (the name still exists). Sgt. Wellicome’sqgnaph appeared in th&azettef 2
December 1916 and the Heritage Centre in Wotton also hambenwf photographs of him,
when he was a teacher in Wotton. A large photograph of Wiliegk in a Deputy Head’s room in
the present school. Willie’s fiancée Vivien emigrated tea@awith other members of her family
in the 1920s.
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BEAUMONT-HAMEL

Dead men at Beaumont
In the mud and rain,
You that were so warm once,
Flesh and blood and brain,
You've made an end of dying,
Hurts and cold and crying,
And all but quiet lying
Easeful after pain,
Dead men at Beaumont,
Do you dream at all
When the leaves of summer
Ripe to their fall?
Will you walk the heather,
Feel the Northern weather,
Wind and sun together,
Hear the grouse-cock call?
Maybe in the night-time
A shepherd boy will see
Dead men, and ghastly,
Kilted to the knee,

Fresh from new blood-shedding,
With airy footsteps treading,
Hill and field and steading,
Where they used to be.
Nay, not so | see you,
Dead, friend of mine;
But like a dying pibroch
From the battle-line
| hear your laughter ringing,
And the sweet song you're singing,
And the keen words winging
Across the smoke and wine.
So we still shall see you,
Be it peace or war,
Still in all adventures
You shall go before,
And our children dreaming,
Shall see your bayonets gleaming,
Forwards evermore.

Lieut. Ewart Alan Mackintosh M. C.
5h Btn. Seaforth Highlanders.
Killed 23t November 1917, Cambrai
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FREDERICK JAMES WICKS

Rank & Unit:  Private, 15459, in th¢» Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1897 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: of wounds in France on28eptember 1916.
Buried in Flatiron Copse Cemetery, France: Plot 1, Row F, Grav:
Age: 19
Parents:  John and Dora Wicks

Frederick James Wicks was the son of John and Dora Wicks subdnwan Wotton-under-
Edge in 1897. He enlisted in Berkeley, joining theBa#ttalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment
in November 1914. He was drafted to FrancetorA@gust 1915 and died of wounds orih20
September 1916. On thetlthe 1@ Gloucesters were in the High Wood area of the Somme
Battlefield. It is not known what caused Frederick’s wodnate which he was to die. He was just
19 years of age. Frederick was buried in Flatiron Copsdeérgndametz, Somme in Plot 1, Row
F, Grave 24. There are 1522 graves in the cemetery inclindingftCpl. E. DwyerstBattalion,
East Surrey Regiment. He was killed near Guillemont in the s@onth as Frederick. Cpl. Dwyer
earned a Victoria Cross at Hill 60 in the Ypres Salient torA@fll 1915, and was used back in
Britain to help the recruiting effort by giving talks about his expergsnc
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HERBERT WILLCOCK

Rank & Unit:  Private, 2913, in the"3Battalion Australian
Imperial Force
Born: 1887 in Wotton-under-Edge
Died: Killed in action in Belgium onf28eptember 1917.
Commemorated on the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium
Age: 30
Parents:  Walter and Elizabeth Willcock

Herbert (Bert) Willcock was the youngest of the eight childrern to Walter and Elizabeth
Willcock of Church Street, Wotton-under-Edge. Walter, shbmaker, was born in London and
Elizabeth hailed from Merthyr Tydfil. All of the WillcocKdt@n were born in Wotton. First was
Minnie, then followed Elizabeth Ann, Nellie, Florenceg Rdsnry, Edwin Ernest and finally Bert,
born in 1887. | have been unable to find anything of Bert’s early life.

When war broke out Bert was living in Australia and servirity Whe Mercantile Marine. He
enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force od 2uly 1915, joining thet6Battalion, Australian
Infantry. His Attestation Paper gave the following persaledails -height 5feet 6inches, weight
10stone 6lbs, chest 35inches, fresh complexion, blue eyes,haid brow

There followed training in Australia and then in Egyptween January and June 1916. Bert
was now transferred to the 88Battalion, A.l.F., service no. 2913. OnJlihe he embarked on
the troopshipTransylvaniagailing from Alexandria for France. Marseilles washezhon the 28,
From there the 58 Battalion entrained for the Western Front and soon foumantbelves in the
middle of the action at the Battle of the Somme.

During one of the Somme actions ont dlily, Bert received a serious shrapnel wound to the
chest and had to be brought back to England where he was sBtarohester General Hospital. It
wasn't until 18" November that Bert was able to return to France, spendimg sime at Etaples
on the Channel coast, before rejoining his unit brib&cember. It was round about this time that
Bert’s father Walter died. Soon afterwards Elizabeth mavbédd in Bristol at 12 Camden Terrace,
Clifton.

During 1917 Bert suffered much ill-health and spent coraditie periods of time in hospital,
including stays in Rouen in France and back in England intBnigand Dartford. One of Bert’s
problems was chronic myalgia (muscular pains). He wadyfidasicharged from hospital orh 7
August 1917 and rejoined his unit whilst the Battle of Passthele (8 Ypres) was raging. Whilst
serving in the Polygon Wood area of Belgium an&&ptember, Bert was killed by a shell; he was
30 years of age. His body was lost during further fightingBsot Willcock is commemorated on
the Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres.

First intimations of Bert’'s death in Wotton arrived in adetto his mother from a Lieut. G. Wood
and theGazettearried an obituary notice in its 2@ctober 1917 edition. SevefalMemoriam’
notices for Bert appeared in tligazetteover the succeeding years. Elizabeth Willcock died in
1929 and was buried in Wotton cemetery. Bert is rememberech amscription on his mother’s
headstone, it reads as follows :-
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SACRED
TO THE MEMORY OF
OUR DEAR MOTHER
ELIZABETH WILLCOCK
WHO FELL ASLEERIAY 1929
AGED 82 YEARS
ALSO OF (BERT)
SON OF THE ABOVE
PTE H. WILLCOCK 2913
58HBATTALION, A.LLF.
KILLED IN ACTION'28EPT. 1917
AGED 30 YEARS
BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS
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WILLIAM BRYAN WOOD

Rank & Unit: "2 Lieutenant in the 8 Battalion of the
Gloucestershire Regiment
Born: 1894
Died: Killed in action in France ond2Rily 1916.
Commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, France
Age: 22
Parents:  William Gent and Kate Annie Wood

William Wood was the son of William Gent Wood and his wife KateeAWood ofThe
HawthornsLangley Road, Chippenham. He was commissione¢t dnlf71916. Less than a month
later William was an officer in ‘B’ Company of ttfeB&ttalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment,
engaged in action in the Battle of the Somme. William wéesdkdn 23' July in the vicinity of
Martinpuich village. The Battalion Diary relates what happened ©@¥232 July :-

22.7.16 - 9.30 p.m. Relieved Worcestershire RegBrentr(Fvont Line and prepared to attack
the German switch line cutting through the north of High Wood and running
south of Martinpuich witht1lRoyal Warwicks antd South Lancs (1 a.m.).
Attack failed, our casualties being 1 officer killeid (2 Wood), 5 wounded, 8
missing, including the C.O. Lt. Col. De Wiart with gun-shot wounds in the neck.
186 casualties among other ranks.

23.7.16 - 4 a.m. Taken back to support line and remained there all day. Relieved at 7.30 p.m.

William’s body was not recovered after the battle and, se6s hbemmemorated on the Thiepval
Memorial to the Missing; he was just 22 years old. Althougliaiiis name appears on the
Wotton War Memorial, | have been unable to find his conoeottith the town. He is also
commemorated on the War Memorial in Chippenham, wheredmsens the last of 171 men who
hailed from that town.
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ALBERT HENRY WOODLANDS

Rank & Unit:  Private, PLY/1805(S), in the Royal Marine Light
Infantry
Born: 2% April 1876
Died: Killed in action in France on®®larch 1918.
Commemorated on the Arras Memorial, France: Bay 1

Age: 42
Parents:  George and Harriet Woodlands
Wife:  Sarah

Child:  Dorothy

Albert Henry Woodlands, also known as ‘Harry’ or ‘Curleys, ovee of the four children of
George and Harriet Woodlands of the Rope Walk, Wotton-tdtgr. He was born ont2Bpril
1876. Harry was first educated at the village school at Bagpadl then transferred to the
Bluecoat School, Wotton. Harry enlisted in the Royal M&igie Infantry towards the end of
1916, service no. PLY/1805(S). It is believed that her [Efaafice in April 1917. He was placed in
the 2d Royal Marine Battalion of the Royal Naval Division.

On & March 1918, Harry, along with many other colleagues, wdy ligassed as a result
of a German gas bomb falling nearby. He had only returned lzawe at home a month or
so previously. On 22March, only a fortnight after having been gassed, Harry kiléed by a
shell. News of his death reached his mother and wife Saraleiteafrom a colleague, Pte. J. W.
Pittaway, on Sunday"8April. The letter read as follows :-

Dear Mrs. Woodlands and Daughter,
If you have not had official news, | am sorry to say we lost poorNtanaty on
224, He was killed by a shell, but | must say the poor old chap did not suffer any
pain, as it was instantaneous. We buried him in our small cemetery thketsame ni
The whole of the platoon send their sympathy to you in your sad BbssieH¥ wa
the best - only too willing to assist everybody. | thought it wasasyadimrade
to inform you of the sad affair, as we have been chums together since the day we
joined,
Yours sincerely,
Pte. J. W. Pittaway

Harry’s grave obviously disappeared, probably as a res$ufurther fighting as he is
commemorated on the Arras Memorial to the Missing, Bdg Was one of the older Wotton men
to die on active service in the war, being aged 42. As welkasgifd Sarah, Harry left a daughter
- Dorothy. Before enlisting in the R.M.L.I. Harry had woltee@ubbs-Lewis & Co. for 24 years.
For 16 years Harry served as chapel-keeper at the BaptstlQtezar his home in the Rope Walk.
Harry was a well-known football goalkeeper in the distritaypg both for Sinwell Star Football
Club and Wotton A.F.C. Harry was also a fireman based innVattonemory of their fallen
comrade, it was decided to erect a tablet at the engine hdube d¢-ire Station in the Chipping.
Unfortunately the tablet was disposed of when the fire station movegintmnd.ane.
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THE ARMISTICE

On 1% November 1918, four years and three months after the comensnt of
the war, the Germans signed the Armistice terms at 5 a.nichveiated that amongst
other terms hostilities would cease at 11 a.m. that day. Eglis in his booKhe First
World War(Longmans) describes what happened on the Western Front on that day :-

“That morning the scenes and sounds varied. Here andittleecoprabat
took place even after 11 a.m., but over sections of tméyftbatoccasional
thumping of artillery or rattling of machine-gunshead. Some batteries
fired final salvoes just before the eleventh hour olvéntheliay of the
eleventh month. Then a strange silence fell. The viobopsushowed no
immediate excitement. Doubtless many thought oslos&trkand friends, but
the incredible fact that all was over left little roomdoreidtlections. At night
bonfires were lit here and there. Very lights and colcketdwere shot into
the sky already faintly illuminated by the sickle mteangits first quarter.”

In Wotton-under-Edge, as in other towns and villages thihoug) the country on
that momentous day, celebrations soon got under way. Howase&yril Falls pointed
out, many people would be thinking of the men of the town whalldaot be coming
back; the small town of Wotton losing 114 of its men folk. Utite headline — Peace
Celebrations at Wotton-under-Edge, this is how the DyfSkzettef Saturday, 16
November reported the day :-

Monday the blowing of hooters, ringing of bellsrettainped that the
Armistice terms had been signed and the most terribleiofuallysover. In

an amazing short space of time the town was gaily bedadkagls, bunting

etc., while the streets were thronged with people caroyidgtks and other
national emblems. A drizzling rain made things quieg theiafternoon, but

the rejoicing was resumed later when the church belipymadgdand Mr.
Webb’s band from Uley, augmented by several locapplaygkss the streets,
accompanied by a large crowd. Work ceased at the Idealfiactothe time

the news arrived and most of the business establishments were. also close

Thanksgiving services took place at the Parish ChuehVondhy and
Tuesday, also a United Free Church service at the Baptist Clsdiah on Tue
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EVENTS AFTER THE WAR
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A Peace Celebrations Day

On 19 July 1919 the town of Wotton-under
Edge held its ‘Peace Celebrations Day’. The t
was appropriately decorated with Long Streqt
in particular bearing ‘an exceptionally pleasa
appearance’. Flags, bunting etc. were displaygd
in great profusion throughout the town;
Church Street’s inhabitants even hung up
effigy of the Kaiser! Shops were illuminated #t
night. Heavy rain fell for much of the day, but
procession did make its way through the tow
A Gazettaarticle said that ... the day will be
remembered as the day when they establish¢d
a record for getting soaked to the skin! Man
activities were held indoors instead of on th
playing fields and in the streets. Howeve
a curtailed athletic sports event was able t
proceed on the Symn Lane playing field ar{d
a fancy dress competition was also able to ¢o
ahead. A tea for the children was provided i
the Town Hall, the Parish Rooms and in tHe
Baptist Church schoolroom.

At 9.30 in the evening a bonfire was lit o
Wotton Hill, one report mentioned that the
fire was ...a most impressive sight, the wholq of
the surrounding district being illuminafEukere
followed a fireworks display.
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B Dinner for Ex-Servicemen

On Saturday 30August 1919 in a marquee especially erected for the peyrpodinner was
held for serving and ex-servicemen in the Chipping. In 888 attended. The dinner followed
a march through the town, headed by the Abbey Band, Kingswoooncert then followed the
meal. At 4 p.m. a tea for the wives of the servicemen was held in the Town Hall.
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C Armistice Day, Saturday ¥8November 1920

The following is an account of the Armistice Day events ittoainder-Edge, as reported by
the Gazette-

A maroon sent off by Messrs. Penly and Sons dignatiedrtemoration of the
two minutes silence, which homage appeared to have bdnopseevad in the
district. Business was suspended at the various establisiome of which were
closed. Activities were discontinued at all the schools.

Upon the completion of the ‘silence’ period, the teridhbdfasish Church was
tolled 114 times, this being the number of parishionersadé the ‘supreme
sacrifice’. Mr. F. Oakhill was entrusted with this task.

At 11.30 a.m. Messrs. Penly and Sons gave a representabgal Salute — 21
guns. Mention must be made of the beautiful floral frasutesl| as of the laurel
wreaths which adorned the town War Memorial. A venuihabge of relatives of

the deceased men visited the monument during the day.

D The German Field Gun

As happened in many villages and towns throughout the cquattrophy was presented to the
town of Wotton-under-Edge in recognition of its contriloutito the War. In Wotton’s case it was a
captured German field gun, which arrived in the town in DdzEni919. It was given a temporary
home in Old Town Close. At a Parish Council meeting heltedi?t January 1920, it was decided
that the most suitable place for the gun was at the Old Pumgpséin the Chipping near to the
entrance to Market Street. One councillor suggestedttiladuld be placed at the top of Wotton Hill,
but this did not meet with much enthusiasm. Someone evenesigd that the gun might become
dislodged and sent careering down the slope! An articleaiGidzettef 17" July stated that the plan
to place the gun near Market Street had to be abandonedvas itoo wide to permit entrance into
the Chipping from Market Street.

The positioning of the gun was now becoming a problem fordketand so it was put into the
hands of a ‘Streets Committee’. They began to make streetfous to procure a site in the enclosed
portion of ground at the Rope Walk entrance to the Chippiiir. E. J. Close of Old Town Close,
outside whose house the gun had been given a temporary hoasenaw becoming impatient and
asked that the gun be moved as soon as possible as it was oagamyreat deal of space outside his
house.

By October 1920 the problem of finding a permanent homedaguin had still not been resolved,
as permission to use the proposed piece of ground in thepi@bipould not be given. A prominent
townsperson, discussing the matter at this time, expresbedsiew that “...it was a pity a gun was
ever brought to Wotton. None of the Parish Councilldoscsgera rap what becomes”d¥liganwhile
Mr. Close had to put up with the gun outside his house for arditle months. Finally, in March 1921
the gun was found a home on the grass in the Chipping, betteeRire Engine Station ( now the
Heritage Centre) and Rope Walk.

Of course the gun proved to be an attraction to little boys whmyed clambering over it.
However, in November 1921 there was quite a serious accidecerning the gun, when a youngster
placed a firework inside the muzzle, as part of his bonfigatrcelebrations. Unfortunately for him,
he put his head too close and the explosion caused him toveesevere facial injuries and he had
to be rushed to hospital. The gun remained in the Chippimig thhe Second World War when it was
taken away and melted down for the war effort. It is intenegtto note that the nearby village of
Charfield also received a German artillery piece.
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E The Book of Life

After the War and on every Remembrance Sunday (the nearesiySodd November) the Vicar
of St. Mary’s Church, Wotton-under-Edge, would read otlieaflames of the men of the parish who
had died during the war. As the years went by, names would dedath the list, these being men
who died as a result of war wounds, disease or gas poisortiegeTmen were still young, most still
in their twenties.

In November 1928 the Royal British Legion gave a gift to tinelof a beautifully bound leather
volume —The Book of Lifehe book was written by Edith C. Goodwin and bound in Bitmaimgby
Frank Garrett. The book contained all of the names of theoWetar dead and those servicemen
who had died up to November 1928 from war related illnesses.wWas the book which the Vicars
used on Remembrance Sunday, at least up until the outbreb& 8eicond World War. | am indebted
to late Pat Goulding of Dursley and the late Rev. Michael Chappell footteeiatormation.
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F Wotton-under-Edge Parish Magazine

Parish magazines produced by a Parish Church can be a wsefid of local history. | have
been unable to find out if St. Mary’s Parish, Wotton-undeeprinted magazines between 1914 and
1918. The County Archives in Gloucester does hold somemagazines, but there is a gap in their
collection between 1913 and May 1924. Glmicestershire Collection Archiglesnow in the County
Archives in Gloucester, do not have any of the magazinedddiitage Centre in Wotton has some
past editions but none for the period of the First World Wikewise, the church archives in Wotton
do not have any editions for that period.

We have to wait until May 1924 to read the first ‘lengthy’ aot@f mention of the war in the
Parish Magazine. At that time the Vicar was the Rev. Augtindson and this is what he wrote
concerning the war :-

“It is difficult to believe that this will be thé&rmniversary of the end of the Great War. Every year
that passes should deepen in us, as | believe at Aayigto@eB, the poignant memories of those days
of suffering and heroism. Even as | write these wei§iduit not to feel again the emotion which the
mere thought calls up. Let none fail to recall those sofeamd sagmories at this time or to make some
resolution to live more worthily of them. God knows there is room.”
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KATHARINE LADY BERKELEY'S
GRAMMAR SCHOOL
ROLL OF HONOUR

PUPILS AND STAFF OF KATHARINE LADY BERKELEY'S GRAMMAR SCHOOL"
FELL IN THE GREAT WAR AND WHOSE NAMES ARE INSCRIBED ON THE SCH

ROLL OF HONOUR

William Holloway Adam

s See biography no. 1

Geoffrey Austin Allen

n®Lieut. in the 2 Battalion Essex Regiment. He was killed in ac
1st July, 1916 (first day of the Battle of the Somme). He hasonm
grave and therefore is commemorated on the Thiepval Mahtor

He was educated at Aldenham and St. John’s College Canbie
taught at K.L.B.G.S. from 1909 — 1911 and afterwards ah Miitoey
School, Dorset.

Barnard Reeve Beeche

y Sergeant, 13773, imtBat?alion Lincolnshire Regiment. Died
Belgium 2% September 1915, aged 38, and commemorated o
Ploegsteert Memorial, Panel 3. He was the eldest son ofeth
Prince William Thomas Beechey and Amy Beechey. The Rlesy
was the Vicar of Friesthorpe, Lincolnshire. Barnard wasateld at
St. John’'s Foundation School, Leatherhead, and graduatedStr
John’s College, Cambridge. He taught at K.L.B.G.S. Danurit8
1907, becoming Senior Master. Barnard had previously ttaaig
Stamford Grammar School where he once had been a pupil

School. For more information on Barnard and indeed on thee\
Beechey family, (there were 13 children in all) see Michalsh&
bookBrothers in WaEbury Press, 2006.

On the K.L.B.G.S. Roll of Honour there appears the nanseiie)j

K.L.B.G.S., possibly at the time when Barnard was teadeng,.
Eric in fact survived the war. How did his name come to appe
the Roll of Honour? Presumably, names would not have bbated
for inclusion on the Roll until some time after the war. It lpals if
someone has made an unfortunate blunder! It is surprisiag tie

N
L

the Missing. He was the son of Robert Allen of GreenstegdEBiseix.

this has to be Eric Beechey, Barnard’s brother who was eduat

tion

in
n the
e R
Beec

1h
After

leaving Wotton, Barnard went to teach at Dorchester Gramma

vhol

Be

Al O

Beechey family did not get to know about thcsnt'd)
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In his book Michael Walsh discusses the eight Beechey son
went to war, only three of whom survived. It is thought thatly
one other family in the country lost as many sons in the dngzs
war that claimed the lives of so many young men.

s who

\df

G. Bennett

No information has come to light as regards thigiceenan
However, there is a ‘C. Bennett’ inscribed on the War Maiiaor|
North Nibley.

Ferguson James Boyce

See biography no. 11

T. J. Burford

No information has come to light as regards this serviceman

Bertram Walter Driver

Private in thet1Battalion London Regiment (Territorial Force)
known as the Civil Service Rifles. Private Driver died @dciober
1916, aged 24. He is buried in Warlencourt British Cemé&eyce
Plot 3 Row H Grave 6. He was the son of Joseph and Sarah L
Ealing, London and the brother of Harry Driwae(belgw

also

driver of

Harry Driver

Capt. in the7Battalion Bedfordshire Regiment. Awarded the D
and M.C. Born c. 1889, he was the second son of Joseph an
Driver of North Nibley, where Joseph was the Headmastereg
Primary School. Harry was a pupil at K.L.B.G.S. from 189% -
Harry graduated B.Sc. at London University in 1913. Hehit
Mathematics in various schools. Harry was killed when hithis
stomach by a machine-gun bullet whilst fighting in the Batf the
Dvina on 10 August 1919, his Battalion forming part of the Rus
Relief Force. Harry was buried in Archangel Allied Cemé&tesgiar
Federation, Grave Sp. Mem. B. 38. In 1955 ‘The Driver Mdpnize;
for Science’ was set up in K.L.B.G.S. by Mr. Lewis Drivemioryy
of his brother Harry.

.S.0.

d Sarah
f th

- 190
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t

an

=W
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Reginald Frederick Fry

See biography no. 43

Trevor George Harris

Private in the Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment. He died®
July 1916, aged 19. His body was lost during fighting ondhente

battlefield and so he is commemorated on the Thiepval Malmo

Panels 5A & B. He was the son of Ezra and Mary Harris of Dur

n3

sley.

William Rufus Kennar
Heath

dSee biography no. 49

Cyril Reginald Jotcham

See biography no. 52

Fred Jotcham

See biography no. 53

Walter Morse Jotcham

See biography no. 55

Evan John Leonard

See biography no. 63

Percy Reginald Neale

nd P jeut. in the Machine Gun Corps, formerly in the Gloustste
Regiment. Percy Neale died o ZDecember 1917, aged 22. H
buried in St. Martin Calvaire British Cemetery, St. MaumEojeul
France, Plot 1 Row E Grave 6. He was the son of Joshua anideC
Victoria Neale of Stonehouse, Gloucestershire.

[1°)

tharlo

Elton Maurice Richings

See biography no. 81
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Reginald George Smith

Captain (Acting) in the Battalion Canadian Infantry (Weste
He was born in Charfield in 1883 and was a pupil at Kathaadg
Christi College, Cambridge and taught at Ashbury Col@iava,
rising to Private Secretary to the Minister of Labour. Iim§mf 1914
he became Secretary of the Canadian General Council @oBts/
Lieut. Smith is buried in Villers Station Cemetery, Vibder8ois|
on the Roll of Honour in Tortworth Church (near Wotton-u+ietige
son of Daniel and Sarah Smith of Tortworth. His brother Enith S

the Headmaster of Tortworth Primary School also saw senviaeyd
the First World War, serving in the King’s Royal Rifle Corps.

Lewis H. Townsend

See biography no. 99

Cedric Donovan Upstor

le See biography no. 104

Reginald Victor Vigar

born at the family home Example Farrfalfield, Gloucestershire
1897. Reginald attended Tortworth Elementary School aeohaitds

the Earl of Ducie. Reginald became a bank clerk after lesshiogl,
working for the Union of London and Smith’s Bank in Brestol
afterwards at the branch in Bedminster. He enlisted in theA
in May 1916, trained at Seaford and sailed for Salonikee artd of
August. He was taken ill on board ship, was landed at Salamé

later he was removed to the St. Ignatius Hospital, Sliemba idad
again operated on, on 220ctober, death ensuing from heart failu
Reginald is buried in Pieta Military Cemetery, Malta, Pl&ol

Crombhall Parish Church.

William Cecil Wellicomé

> See biography no. 110 and figure overleatf.

Ontario Regiment). Reginald Smith died &nMay 1917, aged 33.

was admitted to K.L.B.G.S. omi2Reptember 1909 and left ort 3
July 1914. His father William T. Vigar worked as a farm fofalif

m

L

Berkeley's Grammar School c. 1896. He was a graduate of Corpus

Canada from 1905 — 1909. He entered the Canadian CivdeServ

S

near Arras, France, Plot 8 Row B Grave 14. He is also corateémo

and also on a memorial cross in the churchyard. Reginald lvegs t

Private, 27968, in theBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment. He was

n

-

operated on for appendicitis at the Canadian Hospital. Five weeks

re.

14 Grave 3. At home he is commemorated on the Roll of Honour in

In 1921, the then Headmaster, Clement Trenchard suggédsiethe memory of the 23 boys
and staff of the school be perpetuated by having a school waonmemAn oak tablet was made
by Mr. W. J. Williams and was unveiled ohN&rch 1921. The unveiling was performed by Col.
W. F. N. Noel J. P. of Newent, Col. Noel having once beenadhafir@overnors of the school.
Major Evan Hayward, M.P., an old boy of the school also att¢ineleeremony. After the Second
World War a new memorial was made and the names of the pupdslogh their lives in that
conflict were added. Today the tablet can be found on a walktorridor, near the staff room of
the present Katharine Lady Berkeley’s School.

241



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

242



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE ROLL OF HONOUR
FOR MEN WHO SERVED IN WW1

THOSE NAMED ON THE TOWN’'S WAR MEMORIAL ARE SHOWN WITH A CROSS

Name Initials Rank Service Unit

Adams W. H. Capt. I0Canadian Regiment
Allen A. E. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Allen F. E. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Allen F. E. Pte. Army Service Corps

Allen H. Sqlr. Royal Berkshire Regiment
Allen H. G. Pte. Army Service Corps

Allen J. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Allen L. R. Pte. Royal Marine Light Infantry
Allen R. E. L/Stkr. Royal Navy

Allen W. A.M. Royal Air Force

Allen W. H. Lieut. Royal Navy

Allen W. J. Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Amos H. Pte. Army Service Corps
Andrews C.E. Cpl. Army Service Corps
Andrews L. F A.S. Royal Navy

Andrews W. T. Pte. Royal Berkshire Regiment
Annesley A.J. P. Maj. Royal West Kent Regiment
Annesley J. Lieut. Royal Air Force

Annesley J.H. S. Capt. Somerset Light Infantry
Annesley W. R. N. Maj. Royal West Kent Regiment
Arnold W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Arthurs C. A.S. Royal Navy

Austin W. H. QM.Sgt.  Worcestershire Regiment
Avenill J. E. Cpl. Royal West Surrey Regiment
Bailey A. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Bailey F. Dvr. Army Service Corps

Bailey W. Pte. Army Service Corps
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Baileys
Baker
Baker
Ballinger
Bateman
Bayliss
Beale
Beale
Beard
Beaver
Becher
Beckington
Beckington
Bendall
Bengough
Bennett
Berkeley
Beynon
Bignell
Bignell
Bignell
Bignell
Bignell
Bishop
Black
Blizard
Bond
Bosanquet
Bosanquet
Bow
Boyce
Brain
Brainbridge
Brant
Brant
Broodbank
Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown
Brown

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials

J.

J.

W. G.
McA.
E.

T. J.
A. C.
W.
H.

R. A.
H. S.
J.

V.

F. E.
J.C.
W. J.
R.F
N.

G.
L.J.
W.
W.
W. G.
G.

F. C.
J.

G. W.
E.C.
E. M.
C.

F. J.
F. G.
H. G.
E.J.
F. W.
P. F.
A. D.
C.

F.

F. C.
J.

(OBE)

Rank Service Unit
Sgt. Ins.  Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Royal Engineers
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
A.S. Royal Naval Division
Gnr. Royal Field Artillery
Pte. Norfolk Regiment
Gnr. Royal Field Artillery
A.M. Royal Air Force
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Maj. Royal Army Medical Corps
Maj. Gurkhas
Gnr. Royal Field Artillery
Pte. Hampshire Regiment
Dvr. Army Service Corps
ndd jeut. Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry
Sgt. King's Dragoon Guards
Rfn. London Rifle Brigade
Brig. Gen. Royal Artillery
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Sgt. Lancashire Fusiliers
Pte. Lincolnshire Regiment
Sqt. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Royal Berkshire Regiment
Rev. Chaplain’s Department
Lieut. Canadian Regiment
Pte. South Wales Borderers

Lt. Comdr. Royal Navy
Lt. Royal Artillery

Pte. Royal Engineers

Tpr. Royal Household Cavalry
Pte. Army Ordnance Corps
Cpl. Hertfordshire Yeomanry
Bmdr. Royal Garrison Artillery
Pte. Army Service Corps

Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
F/Sgt. Royal Gloucestershire Hussars
Pte. Royal Engineers
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Middlesex Regiment
Pte. Welsh Regiment
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Name Initials Rank Service Unit

Brown L. R. Pte. Lancashire Fusiliers
Brown R.L Pte. Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers
Brown S. L/Cpl. Labour Corps

Brown S. Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Bunce H. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Burford G. Pte. Hampshire Regiment
Burford H. F/Sgt. New Zealand Engineers
Bury C.R. Lieut. Gloucestershire Regiment
Bury E. P Capt. South Wales Borderers
Butcher J. Pte. Hampshire Regiment
Butcher W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Butler A. Pte. Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
Butler G.J. Cpl. Royal Army Medical Corps
Bye A.W. L/Cpl. Machine Gun Corps

Bye A.W. Stkr. Royal Navy

Cameron L. C. Capt. Cameron Highlander
Candy A. G. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Candy D.W. A.S. Royal Navy

Candy F. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Candy G. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Candy J. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Candy R. G. Pte. Army Service Corps

Cane W. A.S. Royal Navy

Carter A.J. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Carter B. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Carter H.T. A.S. Royal Navy

Carter J. Cpl. Royal Garrison Artillery
Chappell A. E. Pte. Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry
Chappell A. L. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Chappell AT Pte. Royal West Kent Regiment
Chappell F. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Chappell F. A. Pte. Middlesex Regiment
Chappell G. W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Chappell H. J. Pte. Royal Engineers

Chappell J. Pte. Prince of Wales's Regiment
Chappell W. V. Pte. Royal Marine Light Infantry
Chitts G. H. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Chitts J. Pte. Machine Gun Corps

Chitts W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Clarke F. Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Clifford W. J. Sgt. Gloucestershire Regiment
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Clissold
Clowes
Cole
Cole
Cole
Collins
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cook
Cooper
Cooper
Corbett
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cornock
Cossons
Cotter
Coventry
Cowles
Cowles
Crew
Cuff
Cullimore
Dance
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Initials Rank Service Unit

E. V. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
F. C. Capt. Royal Army Medical Corps
G. Cpl. Yorkshire Regiment

G. L/Cpl. Royal Garrison Artillery

G. Pte. Royal Marine Light Infantry
W. D. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
A. H. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
A.J. L/Cpl. Royal Irish Regiment
A.W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
E. Spr. Royal Engineers

F. W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
J. A Sgt. Royal Garrison Artillery

L. Gnr. Tank Corps

R. Sgt. Maj.  Royal Horse Artillery

W. A Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
F. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Ww.J Pte. Army Service Corps

F. L/Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
A.A. Sqt. Border Regiment

A. E. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
D. L. Sgt. Canadian Regiment

E. A.S. Royal Navy

G. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
G. Pte. Royal Marine Light Infantry
G.E. W. Cpl. Royal Engineers

J. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
M. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
N. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
R. P.O. Royal Navy

S. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
S. A.S. Royal Navy

W. Pte. Army Service Corps

E.T. Spr. Royal Engineers
J. L. Sir (Bart.) Capt. Royal Field Artillery

G. Sqt. Army Service Corps

A. R. A.S. Royal Navy

G. A.S. Royal Navy
E. Pte. East Yorkshire Regiment
W. W. C.S.M. Gloucestershire Regiment
E. Pte. Labour Corps

R. Sgt. Grenadier Guards
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Name

Dancox
Dancox
Dancox
Dando
Dando
Dando
Daniell
Davis
Davis
Davis
Davis
Davis
Davis
Dawes
Day
Day
Day
Deacon
Dennis
Dennis
Dennis
Dennis
Dennison
Dennison
Dickenson
Dillimore
Dixon
Dixon
Dixon
Dixon
Dixon
Dolman
Downs
Drew
Dunn
Durn
Durn
Durn
Dyer
Ecott
Elliott

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials

A.E.
G.

H. D.
A.J.

F.

H. M.

C. 1.

F. (DCM)
H. R.
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D. A H.
F. W.
H. C.

J. C.
B. E.
E.S.

W. L.
G. H.
W. P.
A.F.

Rank

Gnr.
Ftr.
A.S.
QM. Sqt.
Pte.
L/Cpl.
Capt.
Sqt.
Pte.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Spr.
Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Sgt.
Pte.
Lieut.
A.M.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Lieut.
A.S.
Pte.
Cpl.
Pte.
Sqt.
L.A.C.
Pte.
Pte.
Lead.Tel.
Pte.
Spr.
Pte.

Service Unit

Machine Gun Corps
Royal Field Artillery

Royal Navy

Army Service Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Worcestershire Regiment

Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Wiltshire Regiment

Royal Army Medical Corps
Army Service Corps

Royal Engineers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Warwickshire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Australian Imperial Force
Gloucestershire Regiment
Australian Imperial Force
Australian Imperial Force
Army Service Corps

Royal Air Force

King’s Liverpool Regiment
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Fusiliers
Royal Defence Corps
Machine Gun Corps

Royal Navy

Black Watch Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Army Medical Corps
Canadian Regiment

Royal Air Force
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers

Royal Navy

Royal Fusiliers

Royal Engineers

North Somerset Yeomanry
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Name Initials Rank Service Unit

Elliott A.W. Pte. Suffolk Regiment

Elliott F. E. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Elliott H. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Evans E.T. Pte. Welsh Regiment

Evans H. C. Pte. Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Evans H. H. Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Excell G. E. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Exell F. W. Pte. Lancashire Fusiliers

Exell G. Pte. Royal Marine Light Infantry
Exell H. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Exell P. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Exell W. (MM) Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Eyles C.J. Tel. Royal Navy

Eyles H. C.P.O. Royal Navy

Eyles H. F. P.O. Royal Navy

Eyles I. C. Ldg.Tel. Royal Navy

Eyles T. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Farmiloe F. F. A.S. Royal Navy

Farmiloe S. Pte. Army Service Corps

Fay W. B. Pte. Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Fitz W. N. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Ford A. E. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Ford F. D. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Ford G. Cpl. Duke of Cornwall’'s Light Infantry
Ford G. H. L/Cpl. Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment
Ford H. F. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Ford P. G. Pte. Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry
Ford W. G. Sgt. Army Pay Corps

Ford W. J. Sgt. Royal Defence Corps

Fowler F. W. Cpl. Norfolk Regiment

Fowler J. Pte. South Wales Borderers
Fowles D. Gnr. Royal Marine Artillery

Fowles S.W. Ldg.Tel. Royal Navy

Fowles W. N. Sgt. Royal Air Force

Frape H. G. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
French H Pte. Welsh Pioneers

French H.H Pte. Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Fry E.D. A.M. Royal Naval Air Squadron
Fry G. I Capt. Royal Air Force

Fry L.G A.M. Royal Air Force

Fry L. N Lieut. Royal Naval Reserve
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Name

Fry

Fry
Fryer
Fryer
Fryer
Fryer
Gabb
Gardener
George
Gibbard
Goddard
Gordon
Gothard
Goulding
Grant
Griffiths
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Grimes
Gulwel
Hale
Hale
Hall
Hammond
Harding
Harding
Harding
Hardwick

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials
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C.W.
E.T.
F. C.
J. H.
A.J.

Rank

RQSM
Pte.
Dvr.
Stkr.
Pte.
Stkr.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Rfn.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Cpl.
Pte.
Sqt.
Pte.
Rfn.
Lieut.
Pte.
Pte.
P.O.
Sqt.
Stkr.
Pte.
Pte.
Gdsmn.
Sdlr.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Balr.
Pte.
Spr.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Sqt.

Service Unit

Gloucestershire Regiment
Canadian Regiment
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Navy
Labour Corps
Royal Navy
Machine Gun Corps
Army Service Corps
Rifle Brigade
Royal Army Medical Corps
Bedfordshire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Army Service Corps
Royal Fusiliers
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
King's Royal Rifle Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Navy
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Navy
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Grenadier Guards
Machine Gun Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
Machine Gun Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Canadian Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
East Yorkshire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Labour Corps
Royal Air Force
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Name

Hardwick
Hardwick
Hardwick
Hardyman
Harris
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Hayward
Heath
Heath
Heath
Heath
Heath
Heaven
Heaven
Heaven
Heaven
Heaven
Hedges
Henderson
Herrick
Herrick
Hester
Hester
Hester
Hill
Hinder
Hodges
Hodges
Holden
Hollister
Hollister
Hollister
Hollister
Holman
Honnibal
Hopkins
Hopkins
Hopkinson
Howell

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials

C.E.
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W.

W. P. (MM)
T. E. (MBE)
G.

A. O.

F. A. (MM)
E. W.

A.

A.E.

E. A.

H. R.

S.

J.E.

J. C.

W. G.

G.

E. H.

Rank

Pte.
Gnr.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Maj.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Capt.
A.S.
F/Sgt.
Lieut.
Cpl.
Dvr.
Pte.
Pte.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Capt.
A.M.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Lieut.
Pte.
A.M.
S/Sgt.
Pte.
Sqt.
Pte.
Sqt.
Gnr.
Gdsmn
Lieut.
stiC.B.
A.S.
Lieut.
L/Cpl.

Service Unit

Army Service Corps

Royal Field Artillery

Royal Field Artillery

Royal Fusiliers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Dorset Regiment
Worcestershire Regiment
Royal Army Medical Corps
Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Army Service Corps

Royal Air Force

Royal Navy

Royal Air Force
Gloucestershire Regiment

Army Service Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal West Kent Regiment
Labour Corps

Royal Warwickshire Regiment

Worcestershire Regiment

Lancers
Royal Air Force

London Regiment

Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Army Service Corps

Gloucestershire Regiment
Army Service Corps
Canadian Regiment

Royal Air Force

Royal Army Medical Corps
King’s Royal Rifle Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Garrison Artillery
. Grenadier Guards

Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Navy

Royal Navy

Army Service Corps
Devonshire Regiment
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Name Initials Rank Service Unit

Howell H. Pte. Army Service Corps

Howell W. J. Cpl. Army Ordnance Corps
Hubbard J. Pte. Army Service Corps
Hughes F. A. Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Humphries  B. C. Cpl. Army Ordnance Corps
Humphries F. Cpl. Army Service Corps

Hunt A.W. Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Hyde F. A.S. Royal Navy

Hyner F. C. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Jackson F. Pte. Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Jackson R. Pte. Machine Gun Corps
James F. A.M. Royal Air Force

James J. H. Gnr. Tank Corps

Jellings A. G. Pte. Army Service Corps
Jellings F. J. Cpl. Australian Imperial Forces
Jellings J. W, Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Jenkins R. Pte. Devonshire Regiment
Jenkins S.T. Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Jones F. J. Pte. Norfolk Regiment

Jones G. W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Jotcham A. H. Lieut. Royal Garrison Artillery
Jotcham C.R. Tpr. Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry
Jotcham F Lieut. Royal Engineers

Jotcham G Pte. East Surrey Regiment
Jotcham H Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Jotcham w L/Cpl. East Surrey Regiment
Jotcham W. E. S. Lieut. London Regiment
Jotcham W. M. Lieut. Worcestershire Regiment
Keen F Pte. Royal Horse Artillery
Kendall H. L. Tpr. Royal Berkshire Regiment
Kent G. H. A.S. Royal Navy

Keynton A. Spr. Royal Engineers

Keynton H. R. Cpl. Grenadier Guards
Keynton R. G. Spr. Royal Engineers

Keynton W. A. L/Cpl. Army Service Corps
Keynton W. J. L/Cpl. Royal Berkshire Regiment
King A. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
King C. Sgt. Royal Army Veterinary Corps
King D. Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
King H Pte. Royal Navy

King H Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
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Name Initials Rank Service Unit

King S. Tpr. Royal Garrison Artillery
King T. Pte. Welsh Regiment

King W. E Dvr. Royal Field Artillery

Kinson A . E L/Cpl. Royal Fusiliers

Knight W. A.S. Royal Navy

Knight W. L/Cpl. Military Foot Police

Knight W. C. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Knipe C. Capt. Royal Air Force

Lacey J. Pte. North Staffordshire Regiment
Lacey R. Pte. Labour Corps

Laight H. F. Spr. Royal Engineers
Lainchbury  J. Pte. Norfolk Regiment

Leigh E. Pte. Cheshire Regiment
Leonard H. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Leonard J. Pte. Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Lewis L. W. Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Lewis M. W. F Pte. Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry
Lewton G. H. Pte. Army Service Corps

Light W. J. C. Sqt. Wiltshire Yeomanry

Mace B. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Mackin P.C.J. P.O. Royal Navy

Mann C. L/Cpl. Labour Corps

Mann D. A.S. Royal Navy

Mann E. Cpl. Herefordshire Regiment
Mann E. J. Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Mann E. N. Pte. Northumberland Fusiliers
Mann G. Pte. Army Service Corps

Mann H. Cpl. Royal Berkshire Regiment
Mann P. Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Mann W. Pte. Army Service Corps
Marmont R. A.C. Royal Naval Air Service
Marsh A. Pte. Tank Corps

Marsh F. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Marshall H. J. Spr. Royal Engineers

Marshall L.G. W L/Cpl. Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry
Marychurch  H. Gnr. Royal Garrison Artillery
Mason A. Lieut. Royal Air Force

Maunders E.S. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
May A.S.D. Pte. Royal Air Force

May G.E. Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
May H. G. Cpl. Worcestershire Regiment
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May
May
Mayne
Mayne
Mayne
Mayne
McAllum
Meadows
Mills
Mills
Morgan
Morley
Morley
Morley
Morris
Morton
Neale
Neale
Neil
Newman
Nicholls
Nicholls
Nicholls
Norris
Norris
Norris
Northcote
Noyes
Oakhill
Oakhill
Oaknill
Oakhill
Oakley
Oates
Oldland
Oldland
Oliver
Orchard
Orchard
Orchard
Organ

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials

W.
W. N.
C.
E.G.
H. G.
W.
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T.
G. W.
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L. C.

R. W. M.

>
I m

= 3
® =z

>ceouI@mpmImm
o

Rank Service Unit
Pte. Royal Air Force
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Sgim. Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
Pte. Somerset Light Infantry
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pnr. Royal Engineers
Maj. Royal Army Medical Corps
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Bdr. Royal Field Artillery
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Labour Corps
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Cpl. Grenadier Guards
Maj. Royal Air Force
Capt. Royal Field Artillery
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
L/Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. South Lancashire Regiment
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. Scottish Rifles (The Cameronians)
Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. Machine Gun Corps
Pte. Army Ordnance Corps
Pte. Royal Irish Fusiliers
Cpl. Army Pay Corps
Maj. Yorkshire Regiment
Pte. Labour Corps
Sgt. Grenadier Guards
Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Lieut. Royal Field Artillery
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Army Service Corps
L/Cpl. Durham Light Infantry
Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
A.S. Royal Navy
Cpl. Royal Garrison Artillery
Gnr. Royal Field Artillery
Gnr. Royal Garrison Artillery
Pte. Army Service Corps
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Name

Organ
Organ
Organ
Organ
Organ
Organ
Organ
Organ
Organ
Organ
Orr
Osborne
Oxenham
Paget
Paget
Paget
Paget
Paget
Paget
Paget
Paget
Pagett
Pagington
Palmer
Palmer
Palmer
Palmer
Parker
Parker
Parker
Parker
Parker
Parkinson
Parkinson
Pearce
Pearce
Pearce
Pearce
Pearce
Pearce
Pearce

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E
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J.F.
JAF

T. W. (DSO)
C.A.

C.C.

F.

F.

G. V.

H.

L. J.

Rank

Sqt.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Sqt.
A.M.
L/Cpl.
QM.Sqt.
Pte.
A.S.
Pte.
A.S.
Pte.
Pte.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
L/Stkr.
Pte.
Pte.
Dvr.
A.S.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Sgt.
Gnr.
Pte.
Spr.
Lieut.
Maj.
P.O.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Sgt.Ma.
Cpl.
Pte.
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Service Unit

Army Service Corps
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Worcestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Labour Corps
Labour Corps
Royal Army Medical Corps
Royal Engineers
Royal Air Force

Machine Gun Corps

Royal Army Observer Corps
Worcestershire Regiment

Royal Navy

Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Royal Navy

Worcestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Field Artillery
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Navy

Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Marine Light Infantry
Royal Engineers

Royal Naval Division
Royal Air Force

London Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers

Nigerian Regiment
Royal Engineers
Seaforth Highlanders

Royal Engineers

Dorset Regiment

Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve

London Scottish Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Labour Corps

New Zealand Mounted Rifles
Royal Field Artillery

Royal Army Medical Corps



<

Name

Pearce
Penly
Penly
Pepworth
Pepworth
Pepworth
Perrett
Perrett
Perry
Pinnegar
Pitman
Pitman
Porter
Porter
Portlock
Portlock
Portlock
Portlock
Poulton
Poulton
Pritchard
Pritchard
Pritchard
Prosser
Pulley
Pullin
Pullin
Pullin
Quintin
Reed
Reynolds
Reynolds
Reynolds
Reynolds
Reynolds
Richings
Richings
Richings
Ridley
Roach
Roberts

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials
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Rank

Pte.
Cadet
Cpl.

Gnr.
Pte.
B'man.
Dvr.
Pte.
Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Sgt.
Pte.
Spr.
A.M.
Pte.
Gnr.
Sqt.
F.O.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Bdr.
Sqt.
Pte.
Stkr.
Pte.
Pte.
Gnr.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
L/Cpl.
Pte.

QM. Sqt.

Sqt.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
A.M.
Pte.

Service Unit

New Zealand Regiment

Royal Air Force

Royal Army Medical Corps
Royal Field Artillery
Somerset Light Infantry
Gloucestershire Regiment
Australian Imperial Force
Army Service Corps
Royal Field Artillery

R. Hussars (?)

Suffolk Regiment

Tank Corps

Royal Army Medical Corps
Royal Army Medical Corps

Royal Engineers

Royal Air Force

Canadian Regiment
Royal Navy
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Naval Air Service
Army Service Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment

Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry

Royal Field Artillery
Royal Field Artillery
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Navy
Gloucestershire Regiment
Worcestershire Regiment
Royal Garrison Artillery
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Defence Corps
Somerset Light Infantry
King’s Liverpool Regiment
Hampshire Regiment
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry
Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Air Force
Army Service Corps
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Name

Roberts
Robins
Robins
Robins
Robinson
Robinson
Robinson
Robinson
Robinson
Rodman
Rodman
Rodman
Rodman
Rodway
Rudge
Rudge
Sargent
Sargent
Saunders
Savoury
Saxton
Screen
Seward
Shadbolt
Shadbolt
Shearman
Shearman
Shearman
Shearman
Shipton
Shipton
Shipton
Shipway
Shipway
Short
Short
Sims
Sims
Sims
Slamin
Sluter

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials
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E.C.
H. E.
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R. E.
W. T.

Rank Service Unit

Art. Royal Navy

Gnr. Royal Field Artillery

Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
L/Cpl. Royal Engineers

Pte. Canadian Regiment

Cpl. Royal Engineers

Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Machine Gun Corps

Dmr. Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Pte. Agricultural Corps

A.S. Royal Navy

A.S. Royal Navy

Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
A.S. Royal Naval Division

Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. Royal Field Artillery

Pte. South Wales Borderers
A.M. Royal Air Force

A.M. Royal Air Force

Spr. Royal Engineers

Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
C.P.O. Royal Navy

Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Spr. Royal Engineers

Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Gnr. Royal Field Artillery

Cpl. Grenadier Guards

Pte. Royal Berkshire Regiment
Pte. Middlesex Regiment

Sgt. Army Service Corps

L/Cpl. Gloucestershire Regiment

256



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Name Initials Rank Service Unit

Smart C. Sgt. Royal Garrison Artillery
Smart E. Pte. Royal Garrison Artillery
Smart F. Spr. Royal Engineers

Smith A. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Smith A. L.A.C. Royal Air Force

Smith A A. Pte. Lancers (?)

Smith A. E. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Smith A.E.R. Pnr. Royal Engineers

Smith B. Sgt. Gloucestershire Regiment
Smith F. Rfn. King’'s Royal Rifle Corps
Smith F. W. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Smith G. H. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Smith H Pte. King’'s Liverpool Regiment
Smith H.T. Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Smith J. E. Pte. Somerset Light Infantry
Smith J.H Pte. Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
Smith T. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Smith W. A. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Smith W. E. L/Cpl. Army Service Corps
Smith W. F. Pte. Royal Navy

Smith W. J. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Southwood  J. W. Pte. Somerset Light Infantry
Spencer H Pte. Royal Army Medical Corps
Spencer H. C. Pte. Royal Garrison Artillery
Spencer S. Pte. Hampshire Regiment
Spencer W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Spiers W. L/Cpl. Worcestershire Regiment
Stevens A. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Stevens C.W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Stevens G. A. (MM) Gnr. Royal Field Artillery
Stinchcombe A. H. Pte. Machine Gun Corps
Stinchcombe E. Pte. Royal Field Artillery
Stinchcombe F. Pte. Essex Regiment
Stinchcombe F. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Stinchcombe H. T. Sgt. Gloucestershire Regiment
Stinchcombe J. B. S/Cpl. Army Ordnance Corps
Stinchcombe W. Pte. Worcestershire Regiment
Stokes G. Spr. Royal Engineers

Talboys C. Sgt. Royal Garrison Artillery
Tandy A T A.M. Royal Air Force

Tanner C. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
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Name

Tanner
Tanner
Tanner
Tavender
Tavinner
Tavinner
Tavinner
Temlett
Terrett
Thatcher
Thompson
Tilley
Tilley
Tilley
Tilley
Tilling
Toulmin
Toulmin
Townsend
Trotman
Trotman
Trotman
Trotman
Trotman
Trotman
Trotman
Trotman
Tubbs
Tubbs
Turner
Turner
Turner
Turner
Turner
Turner
Twigg
Twinning
Underhill
Upstone
Venn
Venn

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Initials

G.

R. H.
W. J.
C.

F.

F.

W. G.
F. J.
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C. B. (MC)
A. H.

F. H.

H. E.

H. W. W,

S.J. H.
A F

C.D.
F. G.

Rank

Pte.
Sqt.
Sgt.
Pte.
Sqt.
Pte.
Pte.
Drmr.
Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Rfn.
Sqt.
Gnr.
Sqt.
Rfn.
Lieut.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
A.C.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Capt.
Capt.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Cpl.
Pte.
A.M.
Lieut.
Pte.
Pte.

Service Unit

Army Service Corps
Australian Imperial Force
Royal Army Observer Corps
Royal Army Observer Corps
A.M.T.C. (?)
Black Watch
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers
Monmouthshire Regiment
Labour Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
King’'s Royal Rifle Corps
Royal Garrison Artillery
Royal Garrison Artillery
Gloucestershire Regiment
London Rifle Brigade
Royal Air Force
Royal Irish Fusiliers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Air Force
Gloucestershire Regiment
Army Service Corps
Gloucestershire Regiment
Somerset Light Infantry
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Marine Light Infantry
Army Service Corps
Royal Army Medical Corps
Agricultural Corps
Royal Air Force
Devon Regiment
Australian Imperial Force
Royal Berkshire Regiment
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Name

Vines
Vines
Vines
Vines
Vines
Vizard
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Walker
Wall
Wathen
Wathen
Watkins
Watkins
Watkins
Watkins
Webb
Webb
Webb
Wellicome
Wheeler
White
White
Wicks
Willcock
Williams
Williams
Winter
Witchell
Wood
Wood
Wood
Woodin
Woodlands
Woodward
Workman
Workman
Workman
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Rank

Pte.
Pte.
L/Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
A.M.
Sqt.
Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Spr.
Bdr.
Cpl.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Dvr.
Sqlr.
Sgt.
Pte.
A.S.
Sgt.
C.M. (?)
A.S.
A.S.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Spr.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Pte.
Lieut.
Pte.
Pte.

Pte.
Gnr.
Pte.

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Service Unit

Royal Army Medical Corps
Tank Corps
Royal Irish Lancers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Air Force
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Field Artillery
Gloucestershire Regiment
Devon Regiment
Royal Engineers
Royal Field Artillery
Royal Army Medical Corps
South Wales Borderers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Army Service Corps
Army Service Corps
Royal Navy
Army Service Corps
Royal Air Force
Royal Navy
Seaforth Highlanders
Royal Navy
Royal Navy
Royal Navy
Gloucestershire Regiment
Australian Imperial Force
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers
Gloucestershire Regiment
Royal Engineers
Somerset Light Infantry
Gloucestershire Regiment
Gloucestershire Regiment
Army Service Corps
Royal Marine Light Infantry
Royal Army Observer Corps
Welsh Regiment (?)
Royal Garrison Artillery
Gloucestershire Regiment
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Name Initials Rank Service Unit

Workman C. Pte. Army Service Corps
Workman E. Gnr. Royal Garrison Atrtillery
Workman H. Tel. Royal Navy

Workman W. Gnr. Royal Garrison Artillery
Wright W. H. Dvr. Royal Army Veterinary Corps
Wyatt A.E. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Wyatt A. V. Pte. Essex Regiment

Wyatt C.W. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Wyatt F. Spr. Royal Engineers

Wyatt F. J. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Wyatt G. Pte. Duke of Cornwall’'s Light Infantry
Wyatt H. Spr. Royal Engineers

Wyatt J. Sqt. Gloucestershire Regiment
Wyatt J. Pte. Hampshire Regiment
Wyatt P. Gnr. Royal Garrison Atrtillery
Wyatt R. Pte. Dragoon Guards

Wyatt S. Spr. Royal Engineers

Young A. Pte. Gloucestershire Regiment
Young G. Pte. Machine Gun Corps
Young H. Pte. Army Service Corps
Young W. Pte. Labour Corps

Young W. Pte. Royal Defence Corps

Note: Army Service Corps (A. S. C.) should not include the prefix ‘Royal’

Above this Roll of Honour, found along a wall in a downstaiosn in Wotton-under-Edge
Town Hall, are the words “Erected in recognition of the courage and devotiomehtbé this
town who served in the Great Wihére are also paintings of aircraft, ships and ballooasigAl
the sides are written the names of some First World War [satiifeen who died in conflict have
before their names a golden cross symbol; these are the mesewtames are also inscribed on
the town’s War Memorial. As far as | have been able to findlwerie seem to be only three men
who died during the war and do not have a cross in front of their name.

The Roll of Honour is signed underneath by the craftsman responsitile-fo
W. L. Williams, R.E.
Signwriter and Shopfront Specialist
Wotton-under-Edge
A brass plaque affixed to the bottom of the Roll of Honour contains theifadjovords :—

The panels were restored in 1995 by Wotton-under-Edge Town
Council, with a contribution from Stroud District Council. To mark
the 50Anniversary of the ending of World War Two.
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A SHORT HISTORY OF
WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE WAR MEMORIAL
AND ROLL OF HONOUR

The first mention of a Memorial for the Greaground would be more appropriate. The Rev.
War for those Wotton servicemen who hadF. J. Greenham suggested a cottage hospital.
died in that conflict appeared in th@azette At a War Memorial Committee meeting on
of 2¥ December 1918, just two months aftegn March various types of memorials were
the Armistice. The writer (anonymous) hopegiscussed, but as a result of a vote, it was
that... a strong public spirited committee may@&ided that a monument should be built.
formed to look into the possibility of a memoggbscriptions were invited to be handed in
to the Wotton boy€n 28 January 1919 the by 13 April. The Committee requested that
Gazetteeported that the Wotton Parish Councithe names of all those who had fallen in the
had called for a public meeting fof ebruary war and those who had served, be sent to
to discuss a proposed war memorial. the Secretary. The criteria for having a name

As a result of the'8February public meeting inscribed on the Memorial or Roll of Honour
a steering committee was formed to arrang#ere stipulated as :-
for a memorial to be built, with the public  born in Wotton-under-Edge
invited to subscribe towards the cost of the enlisted in Wotton-under-Edge
memorial and with the public also being had a family home in Wotton-under-Edge

given the opportunity of selecting the design. The C . Id id
The Committee members chosen were :- Mr,] '€ Committee would consider any names

S. W. Tubbs (J.P.), Chairman, Mr. F HoIIovx‘/\éhCh fell outside these classes. At the meeting
Vice .Chairman. .I\,/Iessrs c ’ A .S'mith a /eral more townsfolk were co-opted onto the

E. L. Webber, joint Treasurers and Mess ommittee as follows -

George Fry and D. T. James, joint Secretaries. Miss Buckley, Mrs. H. Exell, Mrs. Lainchbury,

By 4» March subscriptions had amounteo’vl!SS Marjorie Richings, Mrs. W. Rodman,

to £100. The Committee Chairman said tH¥iSS Searle, Miss Sluter, Mrs. Walker, Mr.
scheme he most favoured wasthe erection of = R- Bagwall, Mr. A. J. Cook, Rev. A. T. Cosford,
a monument with Roll of Honour engraved, afiveH- Evans, Mr. F. C. Ford, Rev. J. Hardyman,
bottom of Old Towe said that he was also inMr. D. T. Jones, Mr. A. Jotcham, Mr. H. H. Lewtpn,
favour ...funds allowing, of a list of names of Mf- F- Mann, Mr. C. A. Pearce, Mr. C. A. Smith,
those who served in the war to be recorded iMEhE' E. Webb and Mr. E. L. Webber.

Town HallNot all townspeople agreed with a By 13 April almost £600 had been
memorial; some, like Mr. C. A. Pearce preferredbscribed towards the War Memorial Fund.

to see bungalows built for the town’s warAt a Committee meeting held ori May it was
widows. Mr. F. C. Ford thought that a recreatiofesolved that £500 should be devoted to the
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Memorial, which was ..to be of Portland stone/ar and, so, would have his name inscribed on
with four panels for namésvas confirmed that the Memorial designed by his father).

the Memorial would be placed at the bottom A 5 meeting of the Committee ont23une

of Old Town. It was proposed and accept&flyyas agreed to approach the Wotton-under-
that Mr. Percy Tubbs, F.R.[.B.A., would be tﬁ@ge Town Trust, asking the body to accept

architect and adviser for the Memo_rial (Per%sponsibility for preserving the perpetuity of
Tubbs’ son, Seymour, had been killed in the
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the Memorial when erected. The Committeeames had been submitted for the Roll of
were also empowered to have placed arourtdonour in the Town Hall. Five days later, the
the large room of the Town Hall, panels bearingtonework for the Memorial arrived at Charfield
the names of all from the parish who served itation and the contractors commenced work
the War. The cost was assumed to be in excegsOld Town. It was expected that the work
of £100. would be completed in about two weeks. On

An interesting letter expressing his views or-"" June (with the Memorial now complete),
a memorial, written by Capt. Gordon Fry, R_A.ﬁ],ere was a bizarre accident at the Memorial,
appeared in th&azettef 19 July. He thought just three days before the official unveiling
that a recreation ground would be better than@nd dedication ceremony. This is how it was
as he put it -A cold stone memorial reported in theGazett®f the 19" :~

At a Memorial Committee meeting held on MOTOR MISHAP
234 September, the tender submitted by Messr8. motor cyclist, a lady and her dog and the War
Barnes of Portland (approximately £600) fdemorial at Wotton-under-Edge were all involved
erect the monument, was accepted. The prid¢e @ rather alarming accident on Thursday evening.

quoted would include the whole works, excepProceeding round the bend from the Culverhay to
the laying of the foundations. Old Town, Mr. Percy Mann had to swerve to avoid

running over a dog. He missed the dog, but the
Pandlebars of his machine knocked down the lady
and the force of the impact drove the machine up the
teps of the monument, one of the corners of the base
which was rather badly chipped. The most serious
juries however, were sustained by Mr. Mann, whose
ToeS - collar-bone was broken. The lady, Mrs. McCreath,
appearing in its 8 December edition, stated,aq nadly shaken. It is expected that the monument

that the inscriptions for the Roll of Honour.an pe 5o treated that the marks of the mishap may
in the Town Hall would be done by a Wottompe effaced.

ex-serviceman — Mr. W. J. (‘Sapper’) Williams . o
landlord of theRising Supublic house. The unveiling and dedication ceremony of

the Wotton-under-Edge Memorial took place on

It was the original intention of the Memorial 5ngay 20 June 1920 and was reported in the
Committee to have the panels bearing theygzettef 26 June as follows -

names of the dead, inscribed in bronze, but in
a meeting which took place on®BMDecember,
it was explained that, owing to the prohibitive Unveiling and Dedication Unique Proceedings
price of bronze, the tablets would be constructeg seryice of a character entirely unique in the town’s
instead of grey granite, a material described §§story took place at Wotton-under-Edge on Sunday
.. guaranteed to stand the test of thsethey afiernoon (June'@pwhen the monument erected
now realized that the original estimate wouldt the bottom of Old Town as a War Memorial was
be exceeded, the Committee also agreed (fveiled and dedicated. Quite a large company
omit all details of regiments, unit, etc. from thenad assembled, the rain which had been falling
tablets. continuously since the early morning fortunately
By 3 May 1920, Mr. Percy Tubbs, architedtbating a few minutes before the ceremony
was able to announce that the contractor§ommenced.
had the work'well in hand'this applied to the FINEST MEMORIAL IN COUNTY
foundations for the Portland stone monumen{y,on's memorial has been described as one of
and its brick core; the carving of the monumengg finest pieces of work of its kind in the county.
would be done by Mr. Henry Poole, A.R.A. The design consists of a three-tier base, supporting
On 22d May the Gazetteeported that 708 a slightly diminishing pier, which is capped and

AGazettarticle in its edition of $ November
stated that the lamp standard in the middle o
the road at the bottom of Old Town would b
removed to make way for the Memorial. Instea
a hanging lamp would be placed near the Ol
Town Meeting House. Anoth&azettearticle

Wotton-under-Edge War Memorial
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surmounted by a large vase or urn, the symbol ofithie done by the men who had fought and died,
ancients for ‘sacrifice’. On the uppermost base btaredso with pride. In time to come their children’s
are affixed three grey granite panels, upon wbitdldren would be able to see and understand
are engraved the names in alphabetical order cddheething of that noble work. In the time of their
parishioners, no fewer than 114 in number, who gawuetry’s danger and urgent need those gallant men
their lives in the war. Appended is the list of naniesl:€come forward to face untold perils and if need

Above the panels are beautifully carved pedimBftsieath itself. By their heroism and devotion to
while encircling the vase are emblems of the g4, theé Empire had not only remained unimpaired

Army, Air Force and Red Cross. The monumBHt fi@d gained a much greater influence. Mr. Tubbs
surrounded by steps, four in number. concluded by quoting this couplet taken from the

. . . [nscription of a similar memorial :-
In the selection of design the Committee ha& ﬁﬁep

expert assistance of Mr. Percy Tubbs F.R.I.B.R&§honot this stone in sorrow, but in pride,
kindly acted as Honorary Architect, Messrs. Aldjmay you live as nobly as they died.
Barnes Ltd. of Portland were the constructors, the THE LAST POST

work being carried out under the capable direckignimpressive service concluded with the singing
of Mr. C. E. Becket of Herne Hill, London. It woy{d B@ace perfect peace’ and the sounding of the
giving no undue praise to state that such a creditablg: post’ by Mr. F. Bennett Junior of Kingswood.
accomplishment ?OUIC_’ not have been achigvgdge number of laurel and floral wreaths were
without Mr. Becket's skilful work being supplemegigtdvards placed on the memorial. Mr. Maurice

by much painstaking interest. Brown accompanied the singing on a harmonium
FIFTY TONS OF MATERIAL kindly lent from Old Town Church.
Some idea of the dimensions of the memorial will be THE COMMITTEE

obtained when we state that not less than 50 tof,0fRey. 3. Hardyman was unavoidably absent on
material have been used in its construction. N%Hﬂay being away on holiday. Another absentee
30 tons of cement, gravel etc. was required fQfd8vy. Percy Mann, the victim of the motor mishap
foundations, the laying of which was entrusted faetioned above. Special mention must be made of
local contractor — Mr. John Webb. The monungg&itihorough and painstaking work in connection

rising to a height of 20 feet 6 inches contains aRgHtihe scheme of Mr. D. T. Jones, Secretary.
22 tons of Portland Stone. It is pleasing to record that THE COST

thanks to Mr. Becket's skilful treatment on Saturday, _ o _
hardly any trace now remains of the motor mish&g cost of the memorial which is being met by
of two evenings previous. subscription is about £650.

SUNDAY'’S PROCEEDINGS A month after the Dedication and Unveiling

For the ceremony of unveiling the memorial pa‘?‘fe'ige War Memorial there appeared a request

had been shrouded with the National Flag. Folloflffg the Wotton Town Trust, in th&azette
the singing of ‘God Save the King’ the Rev. F. EBI&aQ that flower jars be removed from
read the lesson, taken from ‘Wisdom’ ChaptdP€3Steps of the monument as they were apt
verses 1to 9. After prayer by the Rev. W. Sargedft &&gome broken and were of amsightly
the hymn ‘Rock of Ages’, the unveiling was caff@garance’

out by Mrs. Ruth Cornock, a widow of the parighh 24 July theGazettefeatured a report
who had three sons killed as well as two grandsieasthe Wotton War Memorial Fund showed a

The Rev. F. J. Greenham pronounced the dedig&f@iyof over £150. The piece reads as follows :-

prayer, after which Mr. S. W. Tubbs, Chairmag, of . i i
the Committee, made a few remarks fitting toéﬁea meeting of the Wotton-under-Edge War

occasion emorial Committee on Friday: i6t. the o
' Secretary (Mr. D. T. Jones), presented an interim
PRIDE AS WELL AS GRATITUDE  pajance sheet which showed an estimated deficit
Not only said Mr. Tubbs should they look uporothever £150 after payment of all accounts. To
monument with feelings of gratitude for the natmleet the deficit, it was agreed to open a second
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subscription list. Mr. S. W. Tubbs J.P. (Chaivficanage Wotton-under-Edge, saying that he
of the Committee) promised an additional £Bly attested recruits and didn’'t think that
Mr. F. Holloway £3 3s., Mr. C. R. Bagwell £10ic@sme should be on the Roll of Honour in
and the Rev. J. Hardyman £1. It was deciddtetdiown Hall. He apologised, saying that
appeal to the townspeople through the GaZe#tewasn't responsible for putting his name
to send donations to either of the Banks, as fwarard! It would be interesting to know if
as possible so that accounts may be closed.ahyisither names on the Roll of Honour were
of subscriptions of half a crown and over wilbbservicemen who did not actually see active
published. service. The following week, Mrs. Bosanquet

TheGazettef 28 July was able to announce @ letter to the Gazettesaid that she had
that the Roll of Honour in the Town Hall, madfPrwarded her son’s name!
by ‘Sapper’ Williams had been completed. With the Memorial Fund still deficient by

By November 1920 the Town Trust haf25, | have been unable to find any further
received many complaints about misuse dfference to itin subseque@azetted would
and damage caused to the War Memorial. TRESUmMe that it was finally paid!
Gazetteof 20 November reported that .the After having stood for 90 years the Memorial
steps had recently been coated with waste oiliframgood condition. It is well respected and is
the ‘National’ buses, goods such as wire netirggfocus of the Remembrance Day Service in
oil drums, tar, felt etc. had been dumped onNibxeember. In my 40 years or so of living in the
steps which were also used as a platform for pegptest, | cannot remember it being vandalised
waiting for the buses. Further, boys had actuallyesecrated in any way. As far as | am
been seen clambering above the name pavedse, no damage has been done by vehicles
Members unanimously agreed as trustees chdtieentally hitting it, although it does stand
Memorial, to ask the War Memorial Committeenta busy ‘roundabout’. From time to time over
have the Monument fenced. Proper care wathost 90 years the Memorial has been cleaned,
possible unless this was done. sometimes professionally and at other times by

A Gazettearticle of 2P November stated local volunteers.
that the War Memorial Fund still had an If the townsfolk of the 1920s could come
approximate deficit of £100. The Memoridback and look at their War Memorial, | am sure
Committee decided to hold a jumble sale artthey would be proud of the way that successive
a bazaar to help raise the money. At the sangenerations have taken care of it. Recently,
meeting, late in November, ‘Sapper’ Williamsgestoration work was carried out around the
the designer of the Town Hall Roll of Honouhase of the Memorial, which has made it more
explained that the recent increased cost of glasd a feature in the middle of a busy ‘roundabout’.
had raised the estimate for the work (originallyPerhaps the names of the men are not so distinct
£76) to £100. The Committee agreed to pay his when | first saw the Memorial, back in the
this amount. seventies. If and when further restoration will

The jumble sale held onl®ecember raised take place at the Memorial, perhaps attention
£36. The Fund's deficit now stood at £65 sShould be paid to the lettering. Let us hope
which was hoped to be cleared in the Newhe Memorial continues to be cherished in the
Year. This amount had still not been cleare¢fars ahead.
by March 1921, when the Committee proposed Wottonians decided that on the conclusion of
holding a sale and arranging a concert. Thine Second World War, the names of the fallen
concert, which was held at the end of Marchyom that conflict, should also be inscribed on
raised a further £10 for the Fund. the First World War Memorial. In doing this,

An interesting letter was printed in the they were following the practice of most towns
Gazetteof 18" April 1921 from E. Mariott @nd villages in the country.
Bosanquet, Lieut. (Retired), Royal Artill@fhe  We must never forget the sacrifices made by
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Roll of Honour for 114 Servicemen

PANEL 1
ADAMS W. H. CAPT. CHAPPELL H. PTE.
AMOS H. PTE. CLISSOLD E. V. PTE.
ANDREWS L. F A.B. COOPER F. PTE
ANNESLEY W.R.N. MAJ. CORNOCK A A SG
AVENILL J. E. CPL. CORNOCK A. E. PTE
BALLENGER MCcA. A.B. CORNOCK E. A.B
BECHER H.S. MAJ. CORNOCK R. P.O.
BENGOUGH J.C. LT. CORNOCK S. PTH.
BIGNELL L. J. PTE. DANDO H.M. L/ICP
BOW F.J. TPR. DAVIS J. L/CPL
BOYCE F.J. TPR. DEACON E. PTE
BROODBANK P. E. PTE. DICKENSON  H. PTIE.
BROWN F. C. PTE. DOLMAN W, CPL.
BURFORD G. PTE. ELLIOTT H PTE.
BUTCHER W. PTE. EXCELL H. PTE.
BUTLER A. PTE. EXELL G. PTE.
BYE A.W. STOKER EXELL P PTE
CANDY F. PTE. M.M. EXELL W. CPL
CANDY G. PTE. FARMILOE F F A.B

PANEL 2
FAY W. B. PTE. KING H. PTE.
FITZ W. N. PTE. KINSON A. E. L/CP
FORD A. E. PTE. KNIGHT W. C. PTE
FRAPE H. G. PTE. LACEY J. PTE
FRY R. F PTE. LAINCHBURY J. PTH.
GORDON F. CPL. LEONARD H. PTH
GRANT W. C. SGT. LEONARD J. PTH.
GRIMES E. PTE. LEWIS M.W.F. PTE
GRIMES G. PTE. MARSH A. PTE
GRIMES R. C. PTE. MAY H. G. CPL
HEATH W. R. K. LT MAY W. N. PTE.
HOLLISTER E. A SGT. MEADOWS T. PT
HYNER F. C. PTE. NEALE F. G. PTH.
JOTCHAM C.R. TPR. NOYES R. E. MAJ.
JOTCHAM F. PTE. ORGAN F. PTE
JOTCHAM H. PTE. PAGETT W. G. PTH.
JOTCHAM W. M. LT. PARKER A. PTE
JOTCHAM W. L/CPL. PARKINSON J. Ak L
KEYNTON W. J. L/CPL. PEARCE F. PTE.
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PANEL 3
PEARCE R. J. PTE. STINCHCOMBE W.
PERRY F. CPL. TANNER R. H.
POULTON A.W. SGT. TILLEY A. L.
PROSSER H.W. BDR. TOWNSEND H. L.
RICHINGS J. SGT. TROTMAN V.
RICHINGS M.E. L/CPL TUBBS S. B.
RIDLEY H. L. PTE. TURNER C.
ROBINSON W. CPL. TURNER H. W. W.
RODMAN F. DMR. UPSTONE C.D.
RUDGE J.C. A.B. VENN T.
SARGENT W. PTE. VINES W.
SAUNDERS W.C. AB WALKER D.
SAXTON W.H. PTE. WATHEN W.
SHORT H. L. GNR. WEBB T F
SMITH A. E. PTE. WELLICOME W. C.
SMITH F. RFN. WICKS F. J.
SMITH G.H. PTE. WILLCOCK H.
SPENCER S. PTE. WOOD W. B.
STEVENS C.W. PTE. WOODLANDS A. H.

Afourth panel bears the following inscription :-

TO THE HONOURED MEMORY

OF THE BRAVE MEN OF
Wotton-under-Edge
WHO GAVE THEIR LIVES IN
THE GREAT WAR
1914-1919
Greater love hath no man
Than this, that a man lay
Down his life for his friends.

those young men whose names appear on tlitbe Memorial — | leave that task to someone
Memorial. else. | hope that a local person will take up

study of the men who died in the Second Worl@xtremely rewarding.
War and whose names are also inscribed on
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THE CALVARY
IN THE PARISH CHURCHYARD

Wotton-under-Edge has a second
First World War Memorial to its
parishioners, perhaps not so well
known — a cross or Calvary, found
in the churchyard of St. Mary’s
Parish Church. There is an account
of its unveiling and dedication in the
Gazettef 11" December 1920; this is
how it was reported :-

WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE
PARISH CHURCH
WAR MEMORIAL
UNVEILED AND DEDICATED

A very large number of parishioners
attended at St. Mary’s Parish Church
on Sunday ff5December) to witness
the unveiling and dedication of the
‘Calvary’ erected by the church people
as a memorial to those of the parish
who fell in the war. The proceedings,
of an Iimpressive character, were
conducted throughout by the Rev. F. J.
Greenham (vicar).

The memorial stands in the graveyard
on the left side of the tower and in full
view from the main approach and
public highway. The cross, rising to a
height of nearly 20 feet, is surrounded
on a plinth and three steps, consisting
altogether of about 9 tonnes of Minchinhampton statditiém éhere is a concrete foundation, 5 feet
deep. The Cross and Figure alike are of teak and therpyihtbaraame material. The carving of
the figure has been exquisitely done. Surrounding the e&dl., while inscribed on the stone work
at the base is the following — ‘To the Glory of Godfuhrgeat®ry of those who from the Parish, gave
their lives in the Great War 1914-18. Requiescant in Pace’.
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The cost of the memorial - estimated at about £33 mstdgrsubscription. Messrs. John Jotcham
and Sons were the contractors. Mr. S. S. StallwoodgoivRedld@earchitect and a Gloucester firm
were entrusted with the designing of the stoneworta figaervice on Sunday, the Figure had been
veiled with the Union Jack. Upon this being removed hr@mnicaced the Dedication prayer and
afterwards gave an address.

Speaking of the choice of a crucifix and a memoriartisaigithat they had erected the highest
symbol of the Christian faith and a memorial which wolidesspavho passed by and to those of
generations to come, of the love of God and of the great sacrifichensalgdton of mankind.

Whilst many might possibly not be in agreement with tletimesf®tm of the memorial the presence
of such a large number, including all denominationedstinaivthe desire to commemorate those
gallant men who had fallen was generally accepted.|\Especkad grateful to the ex-servicemen for
their attendance and interest.

The church choir led the singing of the two hymns —Agesk aid ‘When | survey the wondrous
Cross’. Psalm 23 ‘The Lord is My Shepherd’ was alsahehantededings concluding with the
sounding of the ‘Last Post’ by Scout F. Saxton and a verse woélAatkatio.

Muffled peals were rung on the church bells prior to tee $beve was also a parade through the
town of a contingent of local members of the Ex-Se's/ieedegation and the Officers and Brethren
of the Sir Isaac Pitman (Wotton-under-Edge) LodigéoeEBilife Abbey Brass Band heading the way.
Among the floral and laurel tributes afterwards pla¢edoerhorial were two from the above-named
bodies.

Writing of the memorial Mr. R. R. Penney (Church seysleiithe Calvary as it meets our view on
entering the Churchyard has an imposing effect. Tehé&gutifully executed by Messrs. Martyn and
Co. of Cheltenham leaves nothing to be desired.idmefgbaitd the expression on the Saviour’s face
exactly corresponds to our instincts of reverenceéhaithéachurch people of Wotton may well feel
proud that such a memorial has been erected in memoeyiftiigoparish who gave their lives in
the Great War.’
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APPENDIX A

THE CORNOCKETTERS

A selection of letters written by Sidney Cornock.

1. Aletter to a manager in the Prudential Assurance Co. No date but probably written in early
February 1916.

Dear Sir,

| am writing to inform you that | have joined the Army in answer tdl tadr stzall
have to appear at Cinderford on Thursday, Feb¥uarg p8n. | would thank you to
make arrangements to release me on that date trusting when the wat igoover tha
will be able to reinstate me as an agent of the Prudential again.kestoosi#y lihat
since being an agent of the Prudential | have had every comsidevatime from the
officials of the same thanking you for past favours,

| am dear sir,
Yours faithfully,

Sidney Cornock

2.  Aletter written to his wife Agnes just before sailing to join the B.E.F. in France.

Pte. S. Cornock,

No. 18310 C. Coy

13" Glos Regt

39" Division

British Expeditionary Force

My own little darling wife and children,

Just a line to let you know we start at 4 o clock Wed morning for somewbere in Fran
am very glad to tell you | have been picked to wait on C. Coy Officelsfanthentoo
so my darling it wont be hardly so dangerous for me so my old darlingruthémolup

the bright side of it but its better to be going now than with the ones thatdceitfo

| cant stop to say more as we are busy preparing will write as soon athecaidie o
so must now close with my usual very best fondest and truest love ttantigditind
children

Your ever loving true and devoted husband

Sidney
XXXXXXXXXXX
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3.  Aletter written to Agnes orfMarch.

No 18310 C Coy

13" Glos Regt

39" Division

British Expeditionary Force

Sat

My darling wife and children

Just a line to let you know we arrived here quite safe but feeling vergdimediprwe
had a rather rough passage | was very sick myself but with it all it eouddi@aou
laugh to see them lying about Well my dear | hope you and the childreig avelkeepin
as it leaves me much better We-----------------———————--Well-my dear as you know
we are under the censor now so mums the word. It's a ---------- -e-blietieevydaae
itself is nothing to look at Well my dear | must write a longer letterersxiniust
conclude with my usual very best fondest and truest love to myfdahdgchildren

Your ever loving and devoted husband
Sidney
XXXXXXXXX
(Missing words were crossed out by the censor.)

4. A letter to Agnes written ortrfeMarch.

No 18310 C Coy

13" Glos Regt

39" Division

British Expeditionary Force

My darling wife and children

Just a line to let you know | am keeping quite well hoping you and e ehiégrping
well Well my dear we started in the train about six o clock Sunday rdaaniivgduat

the station after travelling all day and night at six o clock Monudiag floen we had

to walk about 4 miles in a blinding snowstorm and arrived at another ngstosemp
our ankles in mud we are within hearing of the guns we are in canvas hditsiabout 3
in a hut | don’t think we shall be hear very long Well my dear | don’'t krmwnithat t
about as of course they have all got to pass the censor so must now closgalvith my
very best fondest and truest love to my darling wife and children

Your ever true and devoted husband

Sidney
XXXXXXXXXXXXX

| am anxiously waiting for a letter from you
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5. Aletter from France written on ®®arch.

No 18310 C Coy

13" Glos Regt

39" Division

British Expeditionary Force
Sunday night 19/3/16

My own little darling wife and children

Just a line in answer to your most kind and welcome letter of todag Baong post

2 one from mother glad to tell you | am keeping well so glad to hear yduil@nech the c
are keeping well. Well my old dear you don’t know how | look forwalektergou

coming and | endeavours to write every day to you but my dear yesscbhage not

had much time as | have 9 officers to cook for every day and its no badtwke | ha

up at half past 5 every morning and the last lot of officers coromlibekifenches
between 12 and 1 o clock at night and | have got to keep something hot for them bu
and NewfSidney’s brother Newton serving in the same Battatiakd it in turns to

stop up but I and Newt don’t mind that at all so that it keeps us out of théviyesidhe
darling | think we are both very lucky to get the job we have shiétrelitk again
yesterday we are under canvas but its beautiful weather so itdeetigndeting

in the old barns. Well my dear our lot was put in the trenches as soon as we got out her
half of our Coy goes up in the day and the other half at night to repaihésenes

have been very lucky up till now no casualties yet but some verysneae shageyou
remember the one that met us on Bath station and promised to look aftdntb# pa

he got a shot right through his cap so you can tell its pretty hot. Welbnag ¢ar

H. Mills writing home for cigarettes he ought to be ashamed oshesek allowed

2 0z a week and 2 boxes of matches and you can buy Woodbines at 1d a packet and in
some cases %2 d Well my dear | received the Shamrock quite safe,awankolits. R

but if she had sent me some tobacco or chocolate it would have been maredike it (wha
you say) Well my old dear as | am writing this | have got your deanplic faont of

me and | look at it very longing. About six o clock tonight | wasdhiydingnging

the bells and going to church with the two children and offering epfarpgtes safe

return of the one nearest and dearest to you and what a day it will be whiele this ter
bloodshed is over and we are all back in our dear old homes never to part again Well
my old dear tell Queenie and (8dieey’s children Muriel and Mauriteyas very

pleased with their letters tell them they must have wrote to me the sainhselay th

them a card each also one to your dear little self | hope you have netgivexithe

am sending Queenie some verses | got out of a book the other day dbaisethelbld

her | shall expect her to say it to me when | come home Well my old deag boan’'t mak
why people crave to come to France for a holiday as | think it'sttpéadetiavas ever

in its so very low lying and badly drained old thatched broken downdhesusesad

with rats Well my old dear it has been very quiet here today but some dagsehe gun
going all the time and at night it's a continual bang-bang it faiby getur nerves. |

think there will be a big move in a day or so. Aeroplanes are over herg @etlapyon

old darling I think this will make up a little for my short lettersusttreatly close now

for the officers are just come in to supper so with my usual fondest and touest |

little darling and only one and children

| remain your ever loving true and devoted
Old boy
Sidney
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

(What I would give for a real kiss)
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6. A letter to Agnes written orrtlJuly 1916, being the first day of the Battle of the Somme. In
it he describes the action of thetl&loucesters on the night oft230" June at theBoar’s
Head'sector of the front.

No 18310 C Coy
13" Glos Regt
B.E.F.

Sat 1/7/16

My own little darling wife and children

Just a line in answer to your most kind and welcome letter of todayytar kviogh

| am always anxiously waiting to receive Well my dear | know and ancstlye
children are keeping well and | am glad to say | am quite well aftéri@ex@rience
Thursday night we went to the trenches got there about one and had toevaitvdl o
had to hold the first line of trenches for about 4 hours Well my datlied you too
much for fear it gets opened but | never want to witness anythiagt élsevik must

be thankful and pray to God for bringing me through such a horrielecexyp&ii my
darling | am glad to tell you Newt and Mdanogher of Sidney’s brothers serving
with the 13" Gloucesters$ quite alright except it unnerved poor old Newt he was
crying like a child when we got back to our Billets we have just had mtdessedhg
Colonel he has got something to say to us as of course it’'s a great hafiedrupdoe c
to hold the front line but oh my darling | do hope and pray it will soonrtandlitioee
day is not far off when | shall be back with the one and only one | thtrdnof ey

but my darling its hard to say when it will be over although the papesshbogktver
well my darling | have a letter from Mr. Eaton the other day | tmastemriines to

him Well my darling you asked me if | have used the pig-skin yet g\l tioatell you

I have had no need to yet as my feet seem much better lately we are having much bette
weather out here again Well my old dear | was surprised to hear abaut ddingps
poor Dawson down but | was glad you found everything alrigldundetrbgck | hope
your Dad was able to save the pig as of course as you say it would be alaithjoss espe
as everything so dear | hope that they are all quite well do you hepofaiyiteinow
Well my only darling | dont think | have any more news for youe thaswitthnow close
with my usual very best fondest and ever truest love to my ownngtieifeaaind
children

Your ever and always loving true and devoted
Old boy
Sidney

God guard and keep you safe till my return is my earnest prayer
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7. This letter to Agnes, written on2@ctober 1916 was the last he wrote to her, for Sidney
was killed just four days later.

20/10.16 No 18310. C. Coy
13" Glos Reg
B.E. F.

My own darling wife and children

Just a few lines in answer to your most kind and welcome letter recdayedryes

also Gazette received Wednesday you didn’'t send W.W. (?)dhisuifioeget it as |

am got quite interested in the two tales running in it. | am so glad todredteaping

well also Queenie and Ossie and to hear that Queenie’s cough is better Well my dea
am writing this on your Birthday but it would hardly be right to wishryobappy

returns of the day but we must hope and trust that we shall have more happy ones in
store and that this terrible war is over before either of us see anailel dmtisorry |
have not been able to send you anything but we are right away from any ¢éasn or at |
what'’s inhabited there is a talk of us shifting again which I hope will bEhtquaater

place than where we are now which is very hot. | hope you are havinghieetter wea
again Yesterday it was very wet out here all day but today its laeaytDdrf starting
leave he is lucky as he didn’t come out till after us there is rumour about v but we ha
heard nothing definite yet but I think its time as we have been out heratbgear&imo

| can tell you we are all getting anxious to see dear old England once motgdbut we w
all rather hear that it was all over. | am glad to hear young Fryer istéelitdedohope

he will continue to improve. | see by the papers that they are stili igatihweslackers

but | think it is a disgrace to see so many quite young fellows gefbitnonsxs young
Harry Hancock at Witley in Surrey | see by the Gazette ydgadhasRyot to go. What
about F Cooper and his brother have they got to go. | am glad tonelegpinca

quite well also Newt and Maurice and that we are altogether | dbhavkiaky more
news for this time so wishing you my very very best complimen&ihdayuso

must close with my usual very best fondest and truest love to my @Wifdathid

children X X X X X X X X X X your ever loving trueXXax&aevoted husbandX X X X
XXXXXXSidney X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X @adezarzackeep you
safe till we meet again
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APPENDIX B

THE UPSTONEETTERS

Letters concerning Cedric Donovan Upstone
1. Aletter from the President of St. John’s College, Oxford to Mary Upstone, Cedric’s mother.

July 211916

Dear Mrs. Upstone,
| was deeply grieved to see an announcement in the ‘Times’ that youresohibad gi
life for his country some days ago------ There has never been dnatedeigralohn’s
for whom | have had a deeper regard and respect than | had for your sonnlywas not o
that his college life and record were blameless, but that | believeehbado harue
Christian and devout Churchman, whose work as a clergyman, hdd3opl¢ase
spare him to take Holy Orders, would have been of the utmost servicehoThatChu
is all over now, but doubtless God has other work for him to do, which we know not of
etc. etc. ----

Very sincerely yours,

H. A. James

2.  Aletter from a College Tutor
July 201916

Dear Mrs. Upstone,
| am more grieved than | can say. Cedric was one of my dearest pupiktaand a co
help to me as well as a source of wholesome religious and moral infédU€nttega.th
He lived unspoilt and unspotted from the world. His memory willeatlgaysdme
etc, etc.---
Yours sincerely,
Leighton Pullan

3. Aletter from a College Tutor

1 Wellington Place,
Oxford.

July 201916

Dear Mrs. Upstone,
| am deeply grieved at the loss of your gallant son. He was my pagibagcath
regard for him. He was one of the finest fellows whom we had in thetiChisege; w
straightforward manly bearing, and his high character. | eilagagreat influence
for good in College, and he was looked up to by our men, partly fractérispardy
by his prominent position as an oarsman. Such fellows as he aretiieeesathof
and even in our small College world, before the war, he set a fine exawgterasd ‘se
generation’. | would beg you to accept this expression of mgaresyasipathy,

Yours sincerely,

John U. Powell
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4. A letter from the Senior Tutor, St. John’s College

July 241916

Dear Mrs. Upstone,
I would like to tell you how grieved we have been to hear of your sad loss,cdind how mu
we feel for you. Your son was as universally liked as he was respectedwahd we ca
realize what his loss must mean to you. His death was worthy of hipgoetfand
With sincere sympathy,
Grievedly yours,
Sidney Ball

5. A letter from Mary Upstone to Mr. Sing, Warden of St. Edward’s School, Oxford.

The Cottage,
Congresbury, Somerset.

July 281916

Dear Mr. Sing,

Your letter brought me great comfort. At present | camdadizid that my bright, loving
boy has gone. As you know he was absolutely my all; it would be difitzuit twhat

he has been to me these last five years. | know you took a kindly interedtrmali
like to know a few particulars, though really, beyond the baredladtseeadived in a
telegram from the War Office that he died ontJiulyniparatyphoid, | know very little.

The privations and discomforts of every kind in Mesopotanaeyeneble, yet

he always referred to them in a joking manner. The intense heat, pestsvater,

flies, insufficient food, etc. must have been exceedingly trasgn Heewrenches
somewhere about 230 miles above Basra. Unfortunately he goaf badthuggled

very hard but could not manage to shake off the weakness, which musgiteate been
as he had to be carried on a stretcher to the Motor Ambulance which tookiblth to the
Hospital at Sheik Sa’ad.

It is so harrowing still to be getting letters from him — two cardayybstaing dates

of June ¥5and 2% They were written on his back, he was too weak to sit up in bed. He
has been kept for 9 days in a tent like an oven, with the temperatures 12Qwatelst they
waiting to have permission for him to be removed to Bombay, (therecvasdoame!

and such an absurd waste of time!). At length when this order came heongs too ill t
by transport and had to wait for a Hospital Ship. All this time he wesrotihngd

milk. There was no bread, or any eggs, or anything nourishing. Hereaidwas t

better and his temperature normal — the only thing he was sufenmasfextreme
weakness; then he added “but | shall soon pick up again if | dasaif gelyout of

this oven into hospital at Bombay, and have some nourishiranpfowdriy for |

shall be quite well before this letter reaches you and I'll send ybe encaidat | am
discharged.” It is awful to think of what he must have suffered f&fruddihéhe end
came. | believe he died from sheer exhaustion and neglect dtesttenklaf, and |

thank God he is out of his misery. For me it is utter desolation and ridlndss

what bliss the happy re-union with his dead father! | only prag myl Soon come —

there seems nothing for me to live for now. You will suggest hard worikdf soiye k
unfortunately I am not able to do it. | have been a martyr to neurigsaloyesag — it

is much better, though if | get the least bit overtired the pain ih angriglat once

acute.

| would very much like you to read the copies of letters | am encledlimgpt ibore

280



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

you to do so. You know what his life was at St. Edward’s, and these areancbntinuati
am a justly proud mother, though broken down with sorrow. Thaunkiy ynuch for
your kind expression of sympathy and the nice things you said alaoliayy de

Yours very sincerely,

Mary Upstone

P.S.

I heard officially that he was admitted to the War Hospital, Colbag,dBoinly'®
suffering from quinsy. He had sent a cable — “Convalescirigs@Uimay feeling quite
happy about him — thankful that he was away from MesopotamideWidaysa later
came the fearful shock that he had died oft theniparatyphoid.

| have received over one hundred letters, some from people | do nailknow; bu
expressing admiration for his beautiful character. | hopalgveenteceive particulars
from India. Oh! How | wish it were all a mistake. | sometimes thinlejttimatdtdo
cannot really be gone.

M.U.
(‘Quinsy’ is a very severe inflammation of the tonsils afatbantibiotics was not easily treated.)
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APPENDIX C

AN ALPHABETICAUSTOF R ACE®FBURIALORGOMMEMORATION

FORWOTTONUNDEREDGESERVICEMEWHODIEDDURINGNVW 1

Achiet-Le-Grand Cemetery Extension, South Of Arras, France
Able Seaman Macarthur Ballinger, Drake Battalion, Royal Nava&ivis
Plot 3, Row D, Grave 5
Alexandria Military Cemetery (Chatby), Egypt.
2nd Lieut. J. C. Bengough, Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry.
Commemorated.
Arneke Cemetery, Near St. Omer, France.
Pte. G. Burford®Battalion Hampshire Regiment.
Plot 8, Row A, Grave 13
Arras Memorial, Faubourg d’Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France.
Pte. R. C. Grimes"MBattalion Machine Gun Corps.
Bay 10
L/Cpl. W. Jotcham, i Battalion East Surrey Regiment.
Bay D
Pte. A. H. Woodlands¢Royal Marine Battalion, Royal Naval Division.
Bay 1
Bailleul Communal Cemetery Extension, France.
Pte. L. J. Bignell,'"®attalion Worcestershire Regiment.
Plot 3, Row E, Grave 257
Basra War Cemetery, Iraqg.
Cpl. F. Perry, B@Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.
Plot 3, Row E, Grave 11
Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France.
Pte. F. CoopendBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 8, Row D, Grave 18
Bouchoir New British Cemetery, France.
Pte. M. W. F. Lewis, Princess Patricia’'s Canadian Light Infanteyr(Eagario Regi-
ment).
Plot 4, Row B, Grave 52
Bouzincourt Ridge Cemetery, Somme, France.
Pte. J. E. Lainchburyy, Battalion Norfolk Regiment.
Plot 2, Row M, Grave 1
Bristol Holy Trinity Church, Horfield.
Cpl. F. GordonstBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Grave 1274
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Cabaret Rouge British Cemetery, France.
Cpl. W. Exell, M.Mr2Battalion Worcestershire Regiment.
Plot 20, Row B, Grave 19
Cairo War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt.
Drummer F. Rodmarst Garrison Battalion, Warwickshire Regiment.
Grave F. 174
Cambrai Memorial, France.
Pte. P. E. Broodbank,®2Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Panel 6
Carnoy Military Cemetery, Somme, France.
L/Cpl. J. Davis, 8Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps.
Row H, Grave 24
Caudry British Cemtery, Nord, France.
Pte. A. T. Chappelk Battalion Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment.
Plot 2, Row D, Grave 28
Cement House Cemetery, Langemark, Belgium.
Pte. C. Bow"/Battalion Durham Light Infantry.
Plot 15, Row D, Grave 24
Chambrecy British Cemetery, Marne, France.
Pte. W. G. StinchcombethIBattalion Worcestershire Regiment.
Plot 7, Row B, Grave 7
Cité Bonjean Military Cemetery, Armentieres, France.
Pte. R. J. Pearceth Waikato Regiment Auckland Infantry, New Zealand Regiment.
Plot 1, Row E, Grave 32
Cologne Southern Cemetery, Germany.
L/Cpl. H. M. Dando, "14Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 12, Row F, Grave 25
Croisilles British Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais, France.
Rifleman F. Smith, ®@attalion King’s Royal Rifle Corps.
Plot 1, Row G, Grave 11
Cross Roads Cemetery, Fontaine-au-Bois, France.
Pte. E. Grimesst Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 11, Row 1, Grave 19
Damascus Commonwealth War Cemetery.
Sgt. J. Richings, #/Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry.
Row A, Grave 96
Derby Cemetery, Nottingham Road.
Air Mechanic T. F. Webb, Royal Flying Corps.
Grave Reference General. 49857
Doiran Military Cemetery, Salonika.
Pte. G. E. ExcellMBattalion Worcestershire Regiment.
Plot 5, Row H, Grave 28
Dud Corner Cemetery, Loos, France.
Pte. W. T. Sargent,"1Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 7, Row D, Grave 9
Dud Corner Cemetery, Loos Memorial To The Missing.
Major R. E. Noyes,"Battalion Yorkshire Regiment.
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Duhallow Advanced Dressing Station Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium.
Bombardier H. W. Prosser, Royal Field Artillery.
Plot 1, Row B, Grave 9
Duisans British Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais, France.
Pte. A. Marsh, Tank Corps.
Plot 8, Row B, Grave 59
El Kantara War Memorial Cemetery, Egypt.
Trooper C. R. Jotchar#,Battalion Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry.
Grave F. 31
Enschede Eastern Cemetery, Netherlands.
Pte. E. J. Leonard, 2Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
Buried to the right of the path.
Etaples Military Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais, France.
Cpl. R. H. TannerthBattalion Australian Infantry, Australian Imperial Force.
Plot 9, Row F, Grave 16
Flatiron Copse Cemetery, Mametz, Somme, France.
Pte. F. J. Wicks,"Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 1, Row F, Grave 24
Fouquiéres Churchyard Extension, Pas-de-Calais, France.
Pte. H. Jotcham, ¥2North Midland Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps.
Plot 2, Row G, Grave 1
Gézaincourt Communal Cemetery Extension, Doullens, France.
Pte. G. H. Smitht8Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 11, Row B, Grave 16
Gorre British Cemetery, Béthune, France.
Sgt. A. W. Poulton, ®Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 1, Row D, Grave 19
Grove Town Cemetery, Bray-Sur-Somme, France.
Gunner H. L. Short, 9Brigade Royal Field Artillery.
Plot 1, Row M, Grave 29
Helles Memorial, Gallipoli.
Sgt. A. A. Cornockt Battalion Border Regiment.
Pte. G. H. Exell, Royal Marine Light Infantry.
Pte. H. King,®Battalion Worcestershire Regiment.
Pte. W. G. Pagett, Royal Marine Light Infantry.
L/Cpl. L. H. Townsend? Battalion Royal Irish Regiment.
Kirkee Cemetery, Mumbai (Bombay), India.
2nd Lieut. C. D. Upstoneh Battalion Devonshire Regiment
Formerly In Plot N/XI, Grave C.10, Sewri Cemetery, Mumbai (Bomlsay), Ind
La Ferté-sous-Jouarre Memorial, Marne, France.
Pte. W. B. Fayst Battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.
Pte. A. E. SmithstBattalion, Gloucestershire Regiment.
Le Grand Beaumart British Cemetery, Steenwerck, France.
2nd Lieut. F. Jotchamth&pecial Company, Royal Engineers.
Plot 1, Row D, Grave 14
Le Touret Memorial To The Missing, Béthune, France.
Pte. F. W. Candy! Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. P. H. Exelkt Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Lieut. J. A. F. Parkinsoft,Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment.
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Pte. C. W. Stevens, Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. W. Wathen stIBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
London Cemetery, High Wood, Somme, France.
Pte. H. L. Ridley, . Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
Mailly-Wood Cemetery, Mailly-Maillet, Somme, France.
Sgt. W. C. Wellicomeh Battalion Seaforth Highlanders. Plot 1, Row H, Grave 22
Menin Gate Memorial To The Missing, Ypres, Belgium.
Pte. W. N. FitzstIBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. F. Pearcet Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. W. H. SaxtondBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Sgt. D. E. Walkerth@attalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. H. Willcock, B8Battalion Australian Imperial Force.
Neuve Chappelle Indian Memorial, France.
Major H. S. BecherdBattalion Gurkha Rifles.
New Irish Farm Cemetery, St. Jan, Belgium.
Cpl. J. E. Avenelly Battalion Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment.
Plot 10, Row D, Grave 16
2nd Lieut. W. M. Jotchan®! Battalion Worcestershire Regiment.
Plot 13, Row B, Grave 5
Norfolk Cemetery, Becordel-Becourt, Somme, France.
L/Cpl. E. M. Richings,"1Battalion Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment.
Plot 1, Row A, Grave 53
Ploegsteert Memorial To The Missing, Belgium.
Pte. W. N. May, ®Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plymouth Naval Memorial.
Able Seaman L. F. Andrews, Royal Navy.
Petty Officer E. R. Cornock, Royal Navy.
Ordinary Seaman F. F. Farmiloe, Royal Navy.
Portsmouth Naval Memorial.
Able Seaman J. C. Rudge, Royal Navy.
Pte. H. W. M. Turner, Royal Marine Light Infantry.
Poziéres Memorial To The Missing, Somme, France.
Sgt. W. G. Grant, 28%iege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery.
Cpl. H. G. MaystBattalion Worcestershire Regiment.
Pte. T. VennB8Battalion Royal Berkshire Regiment.
St. Andrew’s Western Cemetery, Scotland.
Major W. R. N. Annesley, Rattalion Queen’s Own West Kent Regiment.
Row E, Grave 106
St. Patrick’'s Cemetery, Loos, France.
Lieut. W. R. K. Heatl?t Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 3, Row C, Grave 32
St. Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France.
Pte. A. Butler, 2#Battalion Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry.
Plot 9, Row G, Grave 10B
Pte. F. C. Hyner,"1®attalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot O/111, Row 1, Grave 5
Sanctuary Wood Cemetery, Zillebeke, Belgium.
Pte. W. L. ButchemdBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 4, Row F, Grave 17
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Seaford Cemetery, Alfriston Road, Seaford, Sussex.
Capt. W. H. Adamsh Battalion Canadian Infantry.
Row A, Grave 297
Second Canadian Cemetery, Sunken Road, Contalmaison, France.
Pte. R. F. FryydBattalion Canadian Regiment.
Row B, Grave 8
Serre Road Cemetery No. 1, Beaumont Hamel, Somme, France.
Pte. S. Cornock,"Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 8, Row C, Grave 21
Sucrerie Military Cemetery, Colincamps, France.
Pte. H. Elliott, 14 Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 1, Row E, Grave 28
Sunken Road Cemetery, Villers-Plouich, Nord, France.
Able Seaman W. C. Saunders, Anson Battalion Royal Naval Division.
Row A, Grave 28
Terlincthun British Cemetery, Wimille, Boulogne, France.
Pte. A. G. Candy? 8attalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Plot 16, Row F, Grave 22
Thiepval Memorial To The Missing, Somme, France.
Cpl. W. Dolman siBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. A. E. Ford, "18Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. H. G. Frape, @?/Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. G. Grimesst Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Sgt. E. A. Hollister, ®@attalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. W. C. Knightth8attalion Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. T. Meadowsth@8attalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. F. G. Neale? Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. F. Organt"®Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. A. L. Tilley"Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Cpl. V. V. Trotman, ®4attalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Pte. C. Turnert8Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
2nd Lieut. W. B. Wood!h@attalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Tournai Communal Cemetery Allied Extension, Belgium.
Trooper F. J. Boyce, Household Battalion Royal Household Cavalry.
Plot 5, Row G, Grave 16
Pte. J. Lacey, 2/Battalion North Staffordshire Regiment.
Plot 5, Row M, Grave 16
Tyne Cot Cemetery, Passchendaele, Belgium.
Pte. A. E. Kinson, 2®attalion Royal Fusiliers.
Plot 15, Row C, Grave 11
Tyne Cot Memorial To The Missing, Passchendaele, Belgium.
Pte. F. C. B, Rowrtt, Battalion Middlesex Regiment.
Pte. E. V. Clissold,"Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment.
Pte. H. Dickenson® Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment.
Capt. S. B. Tubbs, 2Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
Villers-Brettoneux Australian Memorial, France.
Pte. E. Deacon,®2Battalion Australian Imperial Force.
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Villers Guislain Communal Cemetery, France.
Pte. H. I. Leonard, f14Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Row D, Grave 3
Vis-en-Artois Memorial To The Missing, France.
L/Cpl. W. J. Keyntorih 8attalion Royal Berkshire Regiment.
Pte. S. Spencer, 2/Battalion Hampshire Regiment.
Wotton-Under-Edge, St. Mary’s Churchyard.
Pte. A. E. CornockMBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment.
Able Seaman E. C. Cornock, Royal Navy.
Pte. W. Vines, ™Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment.
Wotton-Under-Edge, Tabernacle Churchyard.
Pte. A. Parker, Royal Engineers.

No information available yet on the following three servicemen :-
Pte. Harry Amos, Army Service Corps.
Stoker Alfred W. Bye, Royal Navy.
Cpl. W. Robinson, Gloucestershire Regiment.
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APPENDIX D

16.
18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

V. V. Trotman.
P. H. Exell,

F. F. Farmiloe.
E. V. Clissold,
H. Elliott,

W. B. Fay,

E. A. Hollister,
W. J. Keynton,
A. E. Smith,
S. Spencer,
W. Wathen,

F. J. Wicks.

L. F. Adams,
L. J. Bignell,
W. L. Butcher,
H. I Leonard,
erry.
Butler

. W. Candy,
. A. Gordon,
. C. Grimes,
. E. Kinson,
. G. Neale,
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. H. Townsend,
. M. W. Turner,
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. E. Excell,
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23.

24,

25.

26.

27.
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29.

. L. Short,

. H. Smith,

. B. Wood.
. Dolman,
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. Exell,

. C. Knight,

. J. Leonard,

. B. Tubbs,

. D. Upstone.
. Ballinger,

. Organ,

. Richings,

. L. Tilley,

. 'Venn,

. E. Walker.

. T. Chappell,

. Jotcham,

. W. F. Lewis,
. Marsh.

. A. Cornock,
. M. Dando,

. Grimes,

. R. Jotcham,
. C. Wellicome.

J. C. Bengough,
. Jotcham,

. King,

. C. Saunders.
. F. Fry,

W. M. Jotcham,

W. N. May,

F. Pearce,

R. J. Pearce,
H. L. Ridley.
W. R. Heath,
F. C. Hyner,
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30.

31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

38.
40.
41.
42.
43.

46.
ol.

H. Jotcham.
F. C. Brown,
W. N. Fitz,

H. W. Prosser,
H. Willcock.
F. Cooper.

P. E. Broodbank,
F. Rodman,

R. H. Tanner.

A. G. Candy,

S. Cornock,

A. W. Poulton,

F. Smith.

H. G. Frape,

J. Lacey,

C. Turner.

G. Burford,

J. Davis,

W. H. Saxton.

C. Bow,

G. H. Exell,

J. E. Lainchbury,
T. F. Webb.

H. S. Becher,

T. Meadows.

A. E. Cornock,
H. Dickenson.
W. H. Adams,

J. E. Avenell.

E. Noyes,

H. Woodlands.
R. Cornock.
Parker.

R.
A.

E.
A.
W. R. N. Annesley.
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The oldest Wotton serviceman to die in action was RalphoCkrwho went down orHMS
Monmouthat the age of 43. Although three years older than RalphoCkym\Ibert Parker died
at his home in Wotton, probably as a result of the lingerirfgatfof gas poisoning received in
combat on the Western Front. Major W. R. N. Annesley, agthefabl, died of illness whilst
serving on the General Staff in London.

The youngest Wottonian to die in WW.1 was Cpl. Victor Vidd@tman. He was only 16 years
and 7 months old when he was killed during the Battle of tharf®. One wonders how he got
past the recruiting officer when he was only 15! The minimagal age for an infantry soldier

was 18.

As far as is known the youngest British soldier to die in the Wes John Condon of thed2
Battalion of the Royal Irish Regiment. He died during therSeBattle of Ypres in Belgium at
the incredibly young age of 13 years 11 months. He lies icdppelle British Cemetery, north
of Ypres. To read more about John Condon see Tony Spaghogda®mith’s bookameos of the
Western Front — Salient Points pages 39 to 43, published by Leo Cooper.
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APPENDIX E
1914
September 15  W. B. Fay
24h A. E. Smith
October 18 J. A. F. Parkinson
20h W. N. Fitz
November ¢ E. R. Cornock
2nd H. S. Becher
Sh F. Pearce
29h W. R. N. Annesley
1915
February 15 P. H. Exell
April el F. W. Candy
25h G. H. Exell
29h H. King
May & C. W. Stevens
W. Wathen
10n W. L. Butcher
W. H. Saxton
14n A. A. Cornock
18h F. Cooper
28h W. G. Pagett
September 20 L. H. Townsend
25h W. T. Sargent
2 R. E. Noyes
1916
February 2® F. A. Gordon
25h W. R. K. Heath
26h J. C. Bengough
May 16 E. M. Richings
23d A. W. Poulton
31st H. W. M. Turner
July 3 T. Meadows

gh H. Elliott
110 C. D. Upstone
16h V. V. Trotman
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August

September

October

November

December

April
May
June
July

August

23t
22d
23d
277
20h

Gh
16h
17
24h
26h
g
gh
gh

20h

13h
24h

18
18h

26h

258h
26
28
t
28h

16h

19n
22d

A. L. Tilley
F. Perry

W. B. Wood
A. E. Ford

H. L. Ridley
E. Deacon
R. J. Pearce
F. G. Neale
G. H. Smith
R. H. Tanner
J. Davis

F. Organ

G. Grimes
W. Dolman
E. A. Hollister
F. J. Wicks
R. F. Fry

H. L. Short
A. Parker

S. Cornock
W. C. Wellicome
W. C. Knight
C. Turner

F. C. Hyner
F. Rodman

1917

H. G. Frape

F. J. Boyce

F. Smith

H. I. Leonard
D. E. Walker
L. J. Bignell

F. C. Brown

H. W. Prosser
W. M. Jotcham
S. B. Tubbs
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September 18 L. F Andrews 14h W. N. May
24n E. V. Clissold 15h W. H. Adams
H. Willcock May 28 W. G. Stinchcombe
October 8 H. Dickenson June 18 C. R. Jotcham
21t J. E. Avenell July 16 F. F. Farmiloe
H. Jotcham 17h H. M. Dando
23h C. Bow August & W. J. Keynton
November 8 W. Vines 12h M. W. F. Lewis
28h A. E. Kinson 21t M. Ballinger
December @ P. E. Broodbank September ® G. Burford
23 J. C. Rudge 13h A. G. Candy

27 F. Jotcham
30h S. Spencer

1918 g October 12 G. E. Excell
January it W. C. Saunders J. Richings
March 2% R. C. Grimes November # E. Grimes
T. Venn

December st A.T. Chappell
22d A. H. Woodlands 24 A Marsh

25h W. Jotcham
27h J. E. Lainchbury

28" W. G. Grant 1919
3Bt A. Butler January 16 E. J. Leonard
April 1st H. G. May April gh A. E. Cornock
gh J. Lacey 14h E. C. Cornock
10n W. Exell July & T. F. Webb

A study of the deaths shows that most occurred, as one wouktexguring the major battles
of the war fought by the British Army. They include :-

1st Battle of Ypres ¥20ctober — ¥1.November 1914

2nd Battle of Ypres 22April — 27 May 1915

Battle of the SommetTuly — 19 November 1916

3rd Battle of Ypres 31July — 10 November 1917

German Spring Offensives2¥larch — 18 July 1918

The Allied Counteroffensivet18uly — 10 November 1918

Of the 29 deaths of Wotton soldiers betweenJdly and 19 November 1916, 26 were caused
during the Somme offensive. 11 of the 13 deaths betweeluBiand 1@ November 1917 happened
during 39 Ypres. 6 Wotton men fell during the first week of the GerB8yning Offensive of 1918.
Before its conclusion on thet18uly, a further 9 had died. During the Allied push for victoi &
July to 10 November, 12 more Wotton men lost their lives on the battlefield.

201



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

APPENDIX F

AWARDS DEcorATIOMSID MEDALS

Only one serviceman named on the Wotton- The Distinguished Conduct Medal was
under-Edge War Memorial received an awardtroduced in 1854 and during the First World
for bravery during the Great War — CplWarwas awardedto N.C.Os. and men. According
William Exell gained the Military Medal (noto the citation printed inDistinguished Conduct
37). Although Pte. Francis Candy hdsM. Medals 1914-1920. Citations of Recipients. Artillery
inscribed after his name on the War Memoria(London: The London Stamp Exchange 1983),
it is obviously a mistake, as explained ifcpl. H. W. Oakhill was awarded the D.CRdr
Biography 19. The Military Medal was no€onspicuous bravery and resource in repairing wire
instituted until March 1916, leaving many actginder heavy fire. On one occasion, single-handed
of bravery unrecorded for lack of an appropriaténd unarmed, he captured an enemy sniper, and
award. The Medal is inscribed with the worddearning from him that some of the enemy were
‘For Bravery in the Fidlds awarded to warrant in @ house near, he went to it and ordered them
officers, N.C.Os. and men. to surrender. Fifteen at once gave themselves up,
Eight Wotton servicemen who returnedand later, with the assistance of some infantry,

safely gained awards. The Roll of Honour in thhe captured 25 more men in the cellar of the same

e "
Town Hall lists them all. Sergeant F. Davis gf)use.
the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment received!he Military Cross, an Army decoration, was
the D.C.M. (Distinguished Conduct Medal) Htituted on 3% December 1914 when the
did Cpl. H. W. Oakhill of ‘A’ BatterystBrigade, authorltle_s reallzeo! that_they needed some way
Royal Field Artillery and Cpl. E. Mann of thef r_ewardlng captains, lieutenants and warrant
Herefordshire Regiment. Major T. W. Parkinsc?rﬁf'ce_rs for outstanding bravery and leadership
of the Yorkshire and Lancashire Regiment wé action.
awarded the D.S.0. (Distinguished Servicel'he most coveted British and Commonwealth
Order). Two officers gained the M.C. (Militanpilitary decoration, the Victoria Cross, is
Cross) — Capt. R. J. Morton of the Royal Figddy rare. The medal was instituted in 1856
Artillery and Capt. C. V. Tubbs of the Somerd®t Queen Victoria. During the First World
Light Infantry. Staff Sergeant F. A. Hodges Wfar 291 V.Cs. were awarded to British
the Royal Army Medical Corps gained the M.ersonnel who survived the action for which
as did Gunner G. A. Stevens of the Royal Figigly were decorated and 124 were awarded
Artillery. posthumously; two men were awarded the V.C.
watéNice' Of all the war memorials | have visited
n the south Gloucestershire area, | have only
ome across three recipients of the Victoria

The Distinguished Service Order
established in 1866 for meritorious oH

distinguished service in war. To ualifC
g ' d yCross. Firstly, Lieut. Paul Bennett,Battalion,

gurclzr(])?nni?sls?c-;ilc? ;ﬂig:w\fﬂgsg rTZrietoh t\‘Ia\/orcestershire Regiment. Paul Bennett hailed
a1drom Cainscross, Stroud, and won his Victoria

?een _spemqlly mentlor_led N despatches fQ’dtross at Le Transloy on the Somme battlefield
. distinguished service under fire or under

" . L on_ 4" November 1916. Lieut. Bennett was
conditions equivalent to service in actual compat )

: ecorated by the King onhSebruary 1917 at
with the eneny
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Buckingham Palace. After the War Paul Bennhtime.

became a barrister and for many years was arne Town Hall Roll of Honour boards include
Metropolitan Magistrate in London. He retireghe names of two servicemen who gained
with his wife to Vincenza, North Italy, wheregards during the War, not for bravery in
he died in 1970, aged 77. action, but for service to the country. They
Secondly, Lieut. Maurice Deaseddttalion, are Major Robert Atwood of the Royal Army
Royal Fusiliers, gained his Victoria Cross Medical Corps, who was awarded the Order
the Battle of Mons, France, onr23ugust of the British Empire and Lieut. Thomas Edgar
1914. Maurice Dease died heading a machiméH, Army Service Corps, was made a Member
gun section whilst defending a railway bridgeof the British Empire. IBurke’s Handbook to the
over the Mons-Conde canal at Nimy. Liew®rder of the British Empitd. A. Winton Thorpe,
Dease was the first recipient of the V.C. in tHeondon 1921, there are short biographical
First World War. Maurice Dease was born ietails of Lieut. Hill, but nothing on Major
Coole, County Westmeath in Ireland. His nanBzaver.
appears on the Wayside Cross Memorial, inThomas Edgar Hill was born on2@anuary
front of the Catholic Church in Woodchestetgg1 He was the son of Thomas Hill of
near Stroud. The reason for this is that Mauriq\qosdey' Birmingham. He married Mona Isobel,
used to sometimes stay with his aunt in thga,ghter of G. A. J. Burr of Douglas, Isle of Man.
village of Woodchester and it must have befng \as educated at King Edward VI Grammar
she who forwarded his name for inclusion oRcnqol, Birmingham. He worked as a cashier at
the Wayside Cross. Amazingly, Dease’s familiyyqs Bank, Ltd. (Final Institute of Banking).
received his Victoria Cross by post om 11pring the War he served with 2/5Battalion
January 1915. The medal can now be seendfycestershire Regiment in France 1916 and
the Royal Fusiliers Regimental Museum in th&in the Army Service Corps, France and
Tower of London. Belgium, August 1917 to September 1919 and
The third recipientis Capt. the Hon. Alexandevas wounded in September 1918. His address
Gore Hore-Ruthven Arkwright of therd 3 was given a$t. CrantockVotton-under-Edge.
Battalion, the Highlar_1d Lightlnfantry. On“QZ_ The Most Excellent Order of the British
September 1898 during the action at Gedarimpire was instituted by Letters Patent under
Sudan, Capt. Hore-Ruthven saw an EgQypligpy Great Seal on"dlune 1917. There were two
officer lying wounded within 50 yards of thegjyisjons — Civil and Military. The Sixth Statute
advancing Dervishes who were firing ang the Order explains who was eligible for the
charging. He picked up the wounded offic&fyarq. It reads as follows :- “that the persons
and carried him towards the 16Egyptian g pe admitted to the Civil Division of the said
Battalion. He had to drop his burden severg ger shall be such persons, male or female, as may
times in order to fire upon the Dervishes anflaye rendered, or shall hereafter render, important
check their advance, but his action undoubtedlysvice to our Empir®h 27 December 1918,
saved the officer’s life. after the War, a Military Division of the Order
Alexander Hore-Ruthven gained othawas added, but the original object of the order
decorations — the CB, GCMG, DSO & Bar wad “... the recognition and encouragement of
Croix de Guerre. In later life he became Thige non-combatant war worker, who was doing his
Earl of Gowrie, served with the Welsh Guardsd her best to keep the fighting service working
in the First World War and achieved the rankt their utmost capacity and to look after the well-
of Brigadier-General in 1922. Later he becatneing of the fighting man at home and at the front,
Governor General of Australia 1936-44. He diedhe ranks and in hospital, wherever he might be,
at the age of 83 and was buried in St. Jolamd serving in whatever capacity.”
the Baptist churchyard, Shipton Moyne near
Tetbury, where he later retired and made his
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APPENDIX G

ReGIMENTENITSIN WHICHMENNAMED

oNWoTtToRs WW1 MMORIAISERVED

Gloucestershire Regiment
Worcestershire Regiment
Royal Navy

Royal Marine Light Infantry
Australian Imperial Forces
Canadian Forces

Royal Field Artillery

Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry
Royal Warwickshire Regiment
Hampshire Regiment

Royal Army Medical Corps
Royal Berkshire Regiment
Royal Engineers

Royal Naval Division

Royal West Kent Regiment
Army Service Corps

Border Regiment

Devon Regiment

Dorset Regiment

Durham Light Infantry

East Surrey Regiment
Gurkha Rifles

King’'s Royal Rifle Corps
Loyal North Lancashire Regiment
Machine Gun Corps
Middlesex Regiment

New Zealand Forces

North Staffordshire Regiment
Oxfordshire & Buckinghamshire Light Infantry
Royal Flying Corps

Royal Fusiliers

Royal Garrison Artillery

Royal Household Cavalry
Royal Irish Regiment

Royal Norfolk Regiment
Royal Sussex Regiment
Royal West Surrey Regiment
Seaforth Highlanders

Tank Corps

Yorkshire Regiment

Yorkshire & Lancashire Regiment
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APPENDIX H

THE G.OUCESTERSHREGIMENT

ANDWOTTONUNDEREDGE

In the 1914-1918 War the Gloucestershire Regiment raised
twenty-four battalions. Of these sixteen fought in France a
Belgium, ltaly, Gallipoli, Egypt, Mesopotamiaqjjrdersia
(Iran), or Macedonia, winning seventy-two new Battle Hosou
A total of 409 officers and 7691 men lost their lives.

According to the Wotton-under-Edge Roll of Honour in the
Town Hall, 708 men from the town served in the First World
War, 168 of these in the Gloucestershire Regiment. Beéng th
county regiment it is not surprising that it was popular with
Wottonians.

If one looks at the town's War Memorial, it is seen that
out of 114 Wotton men who lost their lives, 44 served in
the Gloucesters. These men were spread through 12 of the
regiment’s battalions. Here is a list of those battaliong dre
number who died in each battalion from Wotton.

Battalion Number of men who died
1st 12
2nd
4th
5th
8th
10h
12h
13h
14h
2/4n
2/5h
2/6h
Unknown

m P PP ONMNNOO NP ®
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APPENDIX |

SRVICEMEWITH WOTTONUNDEREDGE

CONNECTIOMBHODIEDIN WW1

Henry Herbert Boulton

Private 15903, "6 Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment. He was the son of ésandyAlicia
Boulton of Tetbury, Gloucestershire. Known as ‘Harry’,dgadormer resident of Wotton and moved
to Oxford, where he married Alice May of 87 East Avenue, \CRokd. Harry died in France on
240 July 1917, aged 38. He is buried in Duisans British Cgnigtern, Pas-de-Calais; Plot 5, Row A,
Grave 30.

William Henry Box

Private 173119, TBattalion Gloucestershire Regiment. William was theo§@&@mma Shipton of
Lower Kilcott, Wotton-under-Edge. He was killed in actio2% September 1915 during the Battle
of Loos, he was 22 years old. William is commemorated drotheeMemorial to the Missing in Dud
Corner Cemetery, Pas-de-Calais. William’s name is also idsoritiee Hillesley War Memorial.

Llewellyn Draisey

Private 240408, ‘D’ Coy. 2/Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment. Llewellyn was lovdotton-
under-Edge, the son of Jane and the late Lewin DraisBgeuh Cottgg€éoombe Road. Llewellyn
enlisted in the Army in Wotton. He died!December 1917 aged 23. He is commemorated on the
Cambrai Memorial, Panel 6, Louverval Military Cem&erg, France. It would appear that Llewellyn
moved to Kingswood, near Wotton, as his name is inscribed on that sl\@e Memorial.

James E. M. Farquhar

Major, 6" Battalion Cameron Highlanders. James was the only son.&.R& Farquhar of Bradley
Court, Wotton. He was killed in action on Friday September 1916 and buried in Caterpillar Valley
Cemetery, Longueval, Somme, France; Plot 5, Row A, Grave 12.

James W. Gittings

Lance Corporal 25945t Battalion Hertfordshire Regiment. He was the son of Mr. & Hr
Gittings, his father at one time being the gardeneEérncroftWotton. James was educated at the
British School in Wotton. For many years he sang in theiP@harch choir. James joined the Army
in the first week of the War. He was killed in action on the nafl19/2@® July 1916, aged 28. A friend,
Cpl. Johnson, wrote a letter to James’s parents about his death andtehat#s as follows :-

“ he was shot in the head by a sniper and died immedsatetyaiis were buried in the British
Cemetery at Rue-de-Bois, near Festubert and a cessplaasdever his grave. | should like to mention
that he was a great friend of mine since he joined the Glaclsieetion and | shall miss him very much.
He was always cheerful and ready to do anything. Onlgya few\vdous he did some splendid work with
the guns by repelling a bombing attack made by thesGéfimdrath has caused a big gap in the section,
which | am afraid will be hard to fill. The whole of the aadtimyself deeply sympathise with you in your
loss and hope it will be some consolation to you to knowithaleero’s death fighting for his country”.

296



First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

William Kenneth Haile

Private PS/8641, 2@attalion Royal Fusiliers (Public School Corps). Heewsen of the Rev. J. H.
Haile, a former pastor of the Tabernacle Church, WottaemBEdge, and Mrs. Annie Haile. William
was a pupil at Bear Street School in Wotton. At the very yagaeg@f 18 he was killed in action ort"18
May 1916. He lies buried in Cambrin Churchyard Extensiane Gf 45, Pas-de-Calais, France. After
leaving Wotton his parents moved Ttne Mans®riston, Norfolk. There is a photograph of Pte. Haile
in the Gazettef 39 June 1916, page 6.

S. Jones

Private S. 125688, B8Battalion Machine Gun Corps (Infantry). He was the sonfrefdAdnd
Emma Jones of Bowcott Farm, Wotton-under-Edge. Pte. Imksled in action 18September 1918
and buried in Gouzeaucourt New British Cemetery, Nord¢c&ratis name is inscribed on the village
War Memorial in North Nibley.

Patrick John Cyril Mackin

Petty Officer 139004, Royal Navy. Patrick Mackin wds Stapard aboardMS Star of Galicia
when he accidentally drowned on Wednesday S@eptember 1914. It seems likely that Patrick
completed 22 years service in the Navy and became a pensid®0 and then was allowed to
stay on. It is estimated that Patrick enlisted at the end 871X& the beginning of 1888. Patrick
was probably in his 50s when he died. Since Patrick’s bodyoteecovered, he is commemorated
on the Portsmouth Naval War Memorial. It is interestmgdte that after extensive researches,
Patrick Mackin appears to be one of only three Wotton men veubdiiring the First World War,
had his name added to the Roll of Honour in the Town Hallddes not have that gold cross
after his name, indicating that he died between 1914 and. Hik8hame does not appear on the
town's War Memorial.

TheStar of Galicias a Mercantile Fleet Auxiliary cargo ship of 4821 toresw@k taken up
by the Admiralty on 8 August 1914 as a supply ship. Patrick was the only casuvattythe ship
whilst she was in Naval service.

Arthur Albert Parker

Sergeant 3160 M@Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment. Arthur was the $@npoevious Pastor
of the Baptist Church in Wotton. He was born in Bristol arited there on 9 September 1914.
Before the war he was on the clerical staff of the Co-op atlB)oay, Bristol. Drafted to France on
25" June 1915, he was killed in action ot March 1916. He was the only son of the Rev. A. J. Parker,
who at the time of Arthur’s death was living at 3 Hengrove REadwle, Bristol. The Rev. Parker later
moved to 1 Salisbury Road, St. Anne’s Park in Bristol.rAvdsjjust 25 when he died and is buried
in Sucrerie Military Cemetery on the Somme, Plot 1 Row B &favhere are photographs of Arthur
in the Bristol Times and Mirror of B0arch 1916, page 5 and &fApril 1916, page 14. Arthur is also
commemorated on his parents’ grave in the Baptist Churchyard, WaoittderEdge.

Ronald Lee Pyman

Lieut. 18 Battalion Middlesex Regiment, attached to th&.1Ried on 8 May 1917 and
commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Bay 7, France. Hbevhgsband of Mrs. Pyman of Bradley
Court, Wotton-under-Edge.

B. Allen Rudall

2nd Lieut. 4 Battalion Royal West Kent Regiment. He was born in Pligntbe eldest son of Rev.
J. Bertram Rudall and Ellen J. Rudall. At one time Rev.trwbladlen Pastor of the Tabernacle Church
in Wotton. Allen Rudall fell on ®July 1917 and is buried in the British Cemetery of Vis-aisAr
Haucourt, Pas-de-Calais, France; Plot 5 Row C Graverl&ll&its death his parents moved to Holy
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Trinity Vicarage, St. Philips, Bristol.

Hubert Warner Shearman

Cpl. 1964 ‘D’ Coy. 1/28attalion London Regiment (Blackheath & Woolwich).rtwas the son
of James Richard and Mary Shearmd&aatortdUpper Bradley Road, Wotton-under-Edge. He died on
1st October 1916 aged 24. Hubert is commemorated on the Thiepval MemBrance.

Leslie Vines

Pte. 21573 Gloucestershire Regiment. Leslie only spday4in the Army, from enlistment on
18" June 1915 until discharge on the"2% is not known why he served for such a short period.
Leslie died on Armistice Day 1918, his death seeminglpdnéitie or nothing to do with his Army
service. Is this why his name was not inscribed on WottoasMémorial? However, he does share a
Commonwealth War Grave with his brother Wilfred in St. Matyiurchyard. It appears that Leslie is
only one of three servicemen who died during the War who dbae¢ a gold cross after their names
on the Roll of Honour in the Town Hall, the others being Patrick Mackin andelanings.
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APPENDIX J

WOTTONUNDEREDGESERVICEMEWHODIEDAFTERTHEWAR

FROMNOUND,SDISEASRGASPOISONINSUFFEREIDURING'HEWAR

1. FREDERICK CHAPPELL

WORCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
Interred in grave 14 in Wotton-under-Edge Cemetery drigbruary 1921
Dursley Gazetteaturday, February 19921

Result of the War
Wotton Ex-Serviceman’s Death. Wounded in nine places.

The death of Mr. Frederick Chappell, an ex-serviceman whose hbohee was at *
Cloud’, Wotton-under-Edge, is attributed to the effect of sawdsaleweived in
the war. Mr. Chappell passed away suddenly on SaturdaykEstuasy), aged

47.

Though he had never previously seen military service, Mr. Qinatepedd/o
immediately upon the outset of hostilities joiningtNéotOesters. At Neuve
Chappelle in the summer of 1915 he was wounded in no fewer than Hime places.
recovered however and was again sent to France being even maeuselesrely

on the Somme in 1916, his injuries on this occasion resulting linvahpeitig

of one side of his body. He was honourably dischartjepah1917. The doctors
were unable to remove four pieces of shrapnel, which often cexespdimte

Latterly he had been engaged at his old occupation — a braider Buibbsssrs.
Lewis Ltd. with whom he altogether was engaged 30 years. That &isbdesaith h
shattered, however, seems clear. While visiting Stroud on St tindaSimwvell
football team, he collapsed and had to be carried fronotho mist return home,
passing away as stated above.

Mr. Chappell, who was the youngest son of Mr. Thomas ChappelleatSsiarint Pl
leaves a widow and six children, four of the latter being quitehgoiwmgral

of Mr. Chappell took place on Wednesday, the Rev. F. J. Greainnguat thigci
Church and Cemetery. The arrangements were semi-militaryeir) ttieacacfin
being shrouded in the Union Jack. The local branch of the exyS éraitErateon

to which the deceased belonged, sent a contingent of membersayMr. Nun M
represented the Abbey Mill, several fellow workmates disg.atten

One of Frederick Chappell’'s sons was Victor. Victor livéal loe 100 years old. When he died in
2000 he was the last Wotton survivor of the First World War. (See Appendix K).
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2 WILLIAM GIBBARD
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS
Dursley Gazettaturday, 3 December 1921
Death of an Ex-Serviceman

Joining up in August 1914, Mr. William Gibbard of WadmEdge served in France with the Royal
Army Medical Corps till 1919. Unhappily he becanteaff@&etenan poison gas and on his return to
civilian life the state of his health left much to be.deiginttveeks ago he journeyed to Yorkshire to his
brother to see if a change would be beneficial. He appeayethgooln well but, last week-end there
was a relapse, death occurring on SundbBgvember. William’'s body was brought back to Wotton
and he was buried in St. Mary’s Churchyard. His name apbea&Relbof Honour in the Town Hall
but not on the War Memorial.

3. GEORGE WALTER BIGNELL
GLOUCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
Interred in grave 118 in Wotton-under-Edge Cemetery 6rAp8il, 1922
Dursley Gazetteaturday, 22 April 1922
Sad death of an Ex-Soldier
Largely Attended Funeral

It is with deep regret we announce the death of Mr. Geerdagdiell of Holywell
in Wotton-under-Edge. Death occurred on Good Friday.

Mr. Bignell was only 27, may be said to have been a victim of the war. lie went awa
with the local Territorials in 1914 and served in France ypihctiagh the war,

being wounded twice, as well as gassed. The effect of beingaydedty und

lead to his early decease, for though he was demobilised in theay,dinary w

soon became apparent that his lungs were affected. The trouble néveloped a

for several months past his condition has given rise to much arugéetgf @aho

very quiet disposition he was an exceedingly popular yoyrantetoe sorrow
occasioned by his illness and death has been widespread. Thesihimidyend

been inundated with messages of sympathy in their great loss.

Particularly is Mr. Bignell's death keenly felt by thoseedonite¢he farming
interest. Upon demobilisation he made application under thel@nggdl Scheme
and was allotted the Old Farm situated on the Charfield Roady bialsappi
had to cease his activities.

There was a very large attendance at the funeral which took placesiat the Pa
Church and Cemetery on Tuesday, the Rev. T. H. Thurland officiated.
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EDWARD SYLVESTER MAUNDERS
GLOUCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
Interred in grave 243 in Wotton-under-Edge Cemetery trdae 1927
Dursley Gazettaturday, 18 June, 1927
Funeral of War Victim
Late Mr. E. S. Maunders

The funeral took place at Wotton-under-Edge Cemetery afdVBybester
Maunders, a local young man, who though he died nine years afté¢iotine cessa
of hostilities, must be numbered amongst those who fell a victimaoWeae.Gre
He succumbed to tuberculosis, brought on by his being badlyFgassed in

and though for some 10 months he underwent sanatorium treatmeiualhe gra
became worse. Prior to his illness he followed the occupaticrotiEsidaver,
employed by the Gloucestershire County Council. Later he vwgdeudarek,
which eventually had to be relinquished. Mr. Maunders, who aves 28yvidow
and two children, who have received numerous expressions ofisymspathy
affliction and decease.

The Rev. C. E. Purves officiated both at the Church and Cemeteggnidr@sarra
were semi-military in character, Bugler Frederick Bendetfsba Last Post at
the graveside.
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GEORGE WARD
GLOUCESTERSHIRE REGIMENT
Interred in Wotton-under-Edge Cemetery on Tuesdayj®ie, 1927, but not in a soldier’s grave
Dursley Gazettaturday, 25 June, 1927
A victim of Malaria

Young man’s sad end

Mr. George Ward whose death occurred at Wotton-under-Eddeiast tivead7

only 28 years of age. He had been ill about a week, though it is considered that
his health had been undermined by attacks of malaria contracted wicevar ser
Mr. Ward belonged to the Gloucestershire Regiment and sawcrunlitservi

east. He was still on the Reserve at the time of his death.

Deceased leaves a widow and two little daughters. He was a natigeonf Lucki
(Wiltshire), his married life having been spent at Uley and in this teamheld
in high esteem by his fellow workers at Messrs. R. A. Lister & Co. Ltd.

The funeral took place at Wotton Parish Church and Cemeteryp@fTiasela
The Rev. A. J. Hodson (vicar) officiated.
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APPENDIX K

WoTToRs LAsTSURVIVORFWW 1

WILFRED VICTOR CHAPPELL

Wilfred Victor Chappell, usually known as Victor or Vic, Watton-under-Edge’s last surviving
veteran of the First World War. He was born ®rd@nuary 1899 and died soon after highifie&chday
on 7 February 1999. Victor's paternal grandparents were Thpimarn in 1841 and Mary Ann,
born in 1835. They raised seven children, the seventh bethgr’¥ father Frederick, born in 1874.
Frederick, a mill-hand married Ellen Mitchell of TetbungyTwent on to have five children, Victor
being one of three boys. Victor attended Wotton’s Bluegolabol between 1902 and 1912 under the
headmastership of Orlando Pearce. At the age of 13 Viatcsteorking at Abbey Mills, Kingswood,
near Wotton. He worked as an elastic braider, earning 3s 6d for a 56 hour week.

On 17 January 1916 just after hisM@irthday Victor enlisted in the Royal Marine Light Infgntr
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The war had been under way for 17 months.
His first experience in the forces was to be
infantry training in Deal, Kent from January
to August 1916. He then transferred to
Plymouth where he joined the battleship
HMS Colossugictor served on this ship
until the end of the war. He worked in one
of the massive gun turrets, his wages on
starting being 7s. a week. His ship took
part in the raid on the German submarine
pens at Zeebrugge in Belgium. He was also
present when the German fleet surrendered
to the British fleet in The Firth of Forth. He
remembered the magnificent sight of over
300 British warships, formed up in two
lines, six miles apart, with the German ships
having to steam between them and led by
HMS Cardif¥ictor was the proud owner of
a beautiful painting of this unique occasion.
Of course, a few months later most of the
German ships were scuttled in Scapa Flow.
At the end of the war Victor was presented
with the Great War Medal and the Victory
Medal.

Victor’s father Frederick also served in
the First World War, enlisting in the %0
Battalion of the Worcestershire Regiment.
He saw some fierce fighting, first at Neuve
Chappelle in 1915 when he was wounded and
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again on the Somme in 1916, where he was hit by shrapnel EsadHan nine places, principally in
the arms and legs. Frederick Chappell died énFEbruary 1921, probably as a result of his wounds.
He was given a semi-military funeral and buried in a soklgnave in Wotton cemetery. Like many
gallant Wotton servicemen who died in the years following #hrmistice, from wounds received
during the war, Frederick’'s name does not appear on Wotton’s war memorial

After the First World War Victor returned to Abbey Mills wurae his work as a braider. According
to the Abbey Mills Pay Book (which can be consulted at thieageCentre in Wotton) Victor's pay
in 1930, for a 45 hour week was £3 2s 0d. However, two yearstlagd dropped by one shilling
although he was now working three hours longer. In 1922 Yitiarried Ella Gibbett of Brean Down,
Somerset. They had met some years earlier when Victor wensoout camp to Brean Down. Victor
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and Ella were to have four children, Wilfred, who carriednenfamily tradition and joined the Royal
Navy and also worked in a local cloth mill, Albert John, Margaret and Grace.

When the Second World War started Victor was still on theriReBst and was posted to the light
cruiserHMS Calypsagain serving as a gunner. Thalypstook part in the chase of the German ship
SS Bremestarting in the mid-AtlantidBBremena liner, held théBlue Ribanfibr the fastest crossing of
the Atlantic.

On 26 August 1939, in anticipation of the invasion of PolandKihegsmarine OKM, effectively
the German Admiralty, ordered all German merchant shipe&ol ho German ports immediately.
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Bremerwas on a westbound crossing and two days from New York, wihemeseived the order.
Bremen’saptain decided to continue to New York to disembark hed pagsengers. She left New
York without passengers on BAugust 1939 and on thet September, coincident with the start
of WW.2, she was ordered to make for the Russian port of MisknRussia at this time having a
non-aggresion pact with Germany. Underway, her crew paittie ship grey for camouflage. She
made use of bad weather and high speed to avoid Royal Nasgrsy including Victor’s shipalypso
Bremerarrived in Murmansk on'6September 1939.

Thereafter,Calypsqoatrolled the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, guardingiedl merchant
shipping. Early in 1940 Victor was taken ill with chest tleultde had to return to England and
spent five months in Standish Hospital, near Stroud. Dufiagpr’s hospitilisationCalypsowhilst on
Mediterranean shipping patrol was torpedoed and sunk sotitbrete by an Italian submarine with
the loss of 39 sailors. On his release from the Royal Netoy, Mturned to his pre-war job in Abbey
Mills, Kingswood, where he spent the rest of his working life, retinng9i64 at the age of 65.

After the war Victor’s interest turned to gardening. He ntbfrem one house to another in Lisle
Place, Wotton so that he could have a bigger garden in whighote his vegetables. In 1972 Victor
and Ella celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary.yemes later, on Christmas Eve 1977, Ella
died. Victor moved to sheltered accommodation in DryleapetONotton in 1982. During his last
years Victor enjoyed having visits from his family and fiteeri was privileged to have known Victor
for the last two years of his life. He always welcomed me wittedlo! You've come to see me again”.
He loved talking about his schooldays, for which he had askesp memory and also his service in
both World Wars. OntJanuary 1999 Victor celebrated hist1B0thday in the communal lounge of
Dryleaze Court. Among the gathering were his three surgigmldren Wilfred, Grace and Margaret,
who with her husband had travelled from Australia for the happy occasion.

Sadly, shortly after his birthday Victor's health deteated and he lost the use of his legs. He
was admitted to Berkekey Hospital, where he died peacedully" February. On the day of his
funeral Wilfred received a letter from the French authesitio say that Victor had been awarded the
Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur.
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SOME /OF THE WOTTON-UNDER-
EDGE SERVICEMEN WHO RETURNEI
AFTER THE END OF THE WAR

Final rank, name and unit taken from the Roll of Honour boiartlse Town Hall. Photographs
taken from theBristol Times & Miryépril Xt 1916.

Rank Name Service Unit
1 Pte. FE.Allen .....cccovvriiiiiiinnn. th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
2 H. Allen ...l th Bafialion Gloucestershire Regiment
3 Pte. L.R.AlleN ..o Royal Marine Light Infantry
4 T AIlen ..o, th.Bdttalion Gloucestershire Regiment
5 L/Stkr. R.E.Allen .......cooovviiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeee Royal Navy
6 Major A.T.F. Annesley ........ccccccevvvvvennnnns Royal West Kent Regiment
7 Capt. J.H. Annesley ........ccccvvvvviivnniennnn. Somerset Light Infantry
8 Pte. W.Arold ......ccccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiinnnd th Bdtfialion Gloucestershire Regiment
9 Sgt. J. Baileys ............................... . Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
10 Maj. R. A.Beaver (O.B.E.) .......ccevvvvrnnnne Royal Army Medical Corps
11 Sgt. W. C. Bignell ............................ Batlion Gloucestershire Regiment
12 F.Sgt. A.D.Brown .......cccceeeiiiiiiiiiininnnnn, Royal Gloucestershire Hussars
13 Pte. F. C.BUITOWS .....coovviiiiiiiiiiciieeeennn, Army Service Corps
14 Lieut. Lieut C. R. Bury ......................... Balthlion Gloucestershire Regiment
15 Capt. E.P.BUIY ..cooveeeeeeevcieiie e South Wales Borderers
16 Pte. J. Butcher ................................[h. Battdlion Gloucestershire Regiment
17 W. BYE i) nd BatPalion Gloucestershire Regiment
18 Capt. L. C. Cameron ......cccccccvvvvvvnieiineennn. Cameron Highlanders
19 Pte. G.W. Chappell ......cccccceeeeeennn. th.Baff@lion Gloucestershire Regiment
20 Capt. F. C.CIOWES ....ceeveieeiiieeeieiiieeeiiiiians Royal Army Medical Corps
21 G.Cole i, th.Batt@lion Gloucestershire Regiment
22 A.J.Cole oo Recruiting Officer
23 Pte. FW. CooK ..............................!n. Batt8lion Gloucestershire Regiment
24 Pte C. Cornock ..........cccccuueennnn....... i Batt@lion Gloucestershire Regiment
25 Pte. J. Cornock ........ccccevvvvvvivininnnnns th.Battdlion Gloucestershire Regiment
26 Pte. M. Cornock ........ooevvvviiiiiiiiiiieeeee, Gloucestershire Regiment
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38
39
40
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44
45
46
47
48
49
50
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Pte. N. Cornock ......cccccvvvvvviiinnnnn th Baftdlion Gloucestershire Regiment
A.S. S.Cornock .......coooviiiiii Royal Navy
C.S\M. W W. Cuff ....ooovririiiiiienn, th. Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. E. Cullimore .....c.cccccovciiiiiieeeeeennn, Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. W.R. Davi€es .....cccceeeeeirieeeeannn. th Batt&lion Gloucestershire Regiment
Sgt. R.DanCe .......ceoevvvviveieeee e Grenadier Guards
Pte. F.Dando .....cccccvvvvvviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeee, Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. T. W. Dillimore ........................!h. Bafialion Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. D.Dixon .....cccccceeeeeeeennnn.......... . Battlion Gloucestershire Regiment
A.S. F W. DiXON ..oovvrriiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeeeeeee, Royal Navy
Pte. H.EXell .....oovvvriiiiien th Battdlion Gloucestershire Regiment
Gnr. D.FOWIES ......ovvveiiiiiiiiieiiiiiii, Royal Marine Artillery
Ldg. Tel. S.W. Fowles ........cccvvvvvvriviinnneinnnn. Royal Navy
Lieut. L. N.Fry e Royal Naval Reserve
Rgt. Q.M.Sgt. Fry i Gloucestershire Regiment
Sgt. F.C.Grimes ....cccceevveeeeeeennnnnn, th, Batt&8lion Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. H.Gulwell ...........cooorriiriiiinnn nd Bat®alion Gloucestershire Regiment
Capt. G.A. Heath ......cccoovvvviiiiiieeee, Royal Air Force
AS. J.L.Heath ..., Royal Navy
Dvr. F Heaven .......ccccccceeeecceiennennnn. th.Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. W.Heaven ............ccccvvvvvinnnnns th.Battdlion Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. W.Heaven ........cccoovvviiiiiiiiiinicein, Labour Corps
Pte. W. F. Hester (M.M.) ................!h Batfalion Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. A. E. Hollister ..........c.cooeennn. th.Batfalion Gloucestershire Regiment
W. Hollister ...........cc.................st.Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
W. C. Hollister ..........couvvvvcieiiennnnnn. Royal Navy
L/Cpl. T.S.Jenkins ..........ccevvvvvvinnnns th Battdlion Gloucestershire Regiment
Tpr. S.KiNG e Royal Gloucestershire Hussars
A.S. W.Knight ..., Royal Navy
H. KiNG oo Royal Navy
Cpl. L.W.LeWis ........cceevvvvvverrrnnnnns th, Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
A.S. D.Mann ..o Royal Navy
Cpl. E.Mann (D.C.M.) .....coovvirrriiiiininns Herefordshire Regiment
Pte. E.N.Mann ... Northumberland Fusiliers
Spr. H.J. Marshall ..., Royal Engineers
L/Cpl. L.G.W. Marshall ......................... Royal Gloucestershire Hussars
Pte. H.Mills .......coooriiii th Bat@lion Gloucestershire Regiment
Pte. J. Morley .......ccceevviiiiiiiiiiiinnns th.Batt@lion Gloucestershire Regiment
Capt. R.J. Morton (M.C.) .....oevvvvrvnieeennn. Royal Air Force
Capt. W. F. Morton ........ccccoeeeeeevivieeneiinnns Royal Army Veterinary Corps
P. A. Nicholls .........coovvrviiiiieene. Gloucestershire Regiment
Cpl. W. Nicholls ........ccoovvviiiieennn. th Batkalion Gloucestershire Regiment
Sgt. E. Oakhill ........ooovveeiiiiiiiiiiii Grenadier Guards
Cpl. G.Oldland ........ccoovvrrrrvrinnnnnn. th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
W. Organ ................................”d BaBalion Gloucestershire Regiment
A.S. A P.Paget ......ccceeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiins Royal Navy

310



73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99

First World War Heroes of Wotton-under-E

Pte. E.Paget ...cccccovvvvvvvvviiiiieeeennn. th. Batt&lion Gloucestershire Regiment
A. RobinsoNn ........cccccceeeiieeeennn. th, Bathalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Pte. G.Rodman ..............................[h. Battdlion Gloucestershire Regiment

A.S. J. C. Rudge, was killed and did not return home

A.S. W.C.RUdQE ..coovvrrrriviiiiiiieeeeeeee Royal Navy

Spr. E. Shearman .............cccccvvviennn. Royal Engineers

C.PO. T.L.Shearman ........cccccccvvrvrrcrnennnn. Royal Navy

Pte. F Shipton ..........cccceiviiiinininnns d.Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Pte. F Short ........ooovvviriciiiee th. Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
C.Smith ..., d.BatBalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Spr. F.Smart ... Royal Engineers

Pte. W.J. Smith ..., th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Pte. W. Spencer .........ccccvvvvveennnnnnd st Battdlion Gloucestershire Regiment

Spr. G. StOKES ....ovvviiiiieiieieeeeieeeeee Royal Engineers

Pte. C.Tanner ................................. . Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
F. Tremlett .................................[n. Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Pte. F Trotman .............................In Bat@lion Gloucestershire Regiment

Capt. C.B. Tubbs (M.C.) ....covvriiiiieenn. Somerset Light Infantry

Pte. E.VINES ..coovvviriiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeii, Tank Corps

A.S. A.White ......ooorviice e Royal Navy

AS. V.White ... Royal Navy

Pte. J.R.W0o0Od ......ccccoeeiiiiieeeenee th.Batfalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Pte. C.W. Wyatt ........coovvvvrriiiiiiceeeenn. Gloucestershire Regiment

Pte. FJ Wyatt ..., th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Pte. R.Wyatt ..., Dragoon Guards
W. YOUNQ ..o, th Batbalion Gloucestershire Regiment
W. Knight ..o, Coldstream Guards
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N.B: Serviceman no.76, John Rudge in the Royal Navy, dregdtdarWar; he was mistakenly listed
as a returned seaman.
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A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR

If this book has increased your interest in the First World Arad you would
like to further your knowledge of that conflict, can | recoemu the ‘Western Front
Association'? The Association publishes three Journadsaira- $tand Te and three
Bulletins, an in-house publication. Nationwide there dveuh forty branches of the
Association, the nearest branch to Wotton being in Kingslyddristol. This branch
meets once a month, the meetings generally taking the fotadks by visiting military
historians. Contact the Chairman Robert Lewis; e-maileaddr robertwlewis@
blueyonder.co.uk. There is also a branch in CheltenhanheS@8-A website for details.

This book, mainly about the Wottonians who fought and drethe war is not

a complete study of Wotton during the war. There is surelynsiderable amount of
research to be done to achieve that aim, and probably a la stories to be told by
the men who took part in that war. Do you have any soldiergietucked away in a
shoe box at home? If so, you might like to get in touch with mepaybe if you have
something of interest regarding the First World War whicl yeould like to share
with me, please get in touch. My address is 6 Finch Roagi&@hfodbury, South Glos.
BS37 6JF; my e-mail address is :- bkenvyn@yahoo.co.ukilahere are no factual
errors in this book, but if you do spot something which youdwel to be a mistake,
please let me know.
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Worcestershire - x, 10, 11, 12, 13, 29, 30, 78, 84,
85, 116, 123, 142, 147, 195, 227, 243,
244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 250, 251, 252,
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253, 254, 255, 256, 257, 283, 284, 285,
292, 294, 298, 303, 317.
Wotton
Market Street - 235.
Old Pump House - 235.
Old Town Close - 235.
Rope Walk - 235.
Symn Lane - 235.
Wottonians - vii, viii, 92, 101, 120, 142, 234, 267,
295, 319.

Ypres - vii, 22, 30, 32, 33, 37, 39, 40, 41, 49, 74,
76, 84, 90, 109, 116, 120, 126, 133, 137,
145, 146, 159, 161, 167, 168, 170, 174,
184, 185, 203, 204, 214, 215, 217, 224,
225, 289, 291.
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